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Dear Parents 
 

Partnership with parents is very important to us and we want to ensure 
that we provide you with as much information you need so that you can 
be fully involved in your daughter‟s education and progress while she is 

here. 
 

I am delighted to be sending you our new Curriculum Booklet for Year 
10 and in future Years you will receive the appropriate booklet for your 
daughter‟s Year group.   

 
We hope that you will find the booklet of interest and that it provides 
you with the information you require. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Anne Shinwell 
Head Teacher 
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WELCOME TO YEAR 10 
 
 
Dear Students 
 
Welcome to Year 10. You now embark on the next stage of the national Curriculum, Key Stage 4.  
This is an important transition which will culminate in a set of external examinations – the GCSE’s.  
 
As you are no doubt aware the number of subjects taken is reduced to 10 GCSE subjects plus PE, 
RE and PSHE. For the first time in your Education career you have had some input into determining 
the curriculum path you follow with Option choices made at the end of Year 9. 
 
For the first time under Key Stage 4 assessment will be by means of grades and not numbers, with 
a combination of coursework and final examinations.  
 
Coursework will play a significant part in your lives for the next two Years. It is important to plan 
your time effectively so that a variety of different deadlines can be met with confidence.  If you feel 
that you are not coping with this or any other aspect of your course please discuss it with your 
teacher, form tutor your head of Year as soon as possible.  Do not leave things until it is too late as 
no one can help you then. 
 
As with any Year it is also a time for looking towards the future.  You may begin to consider life 
beyond GCSEs; perhaps what to do in the sixth-form or in the work environment.  Year 10 gives you 
the opportunity to sample the work place through Work Experience in the Summer Term.  Use this 
opportunity wisely to learn new skills, taste a possible future career and sample what work is like, 
possibly for the first time. 
 

It is important that examinations do not dominate your lives.  There should be time for other 
activities both within and outside the school environment, whether it be sport, drama, music or 
organisations such as the Guides, Theatre Groups, Cadets and voluntary work.  Remember that 
those additional things you do outside your schoolwork add to your education and to your own 
personal development.  Take the opportunity to expand your horizons; use your initiative, develop 
your independence and try something innovative. 
 
Above all enjoy your time in Year10.  It goes mightily quickly as previous students will say.  Good 
Luck! 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 

Bob Hardwick  
Deputy Headteacher  
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FORM TUTORS 
 
 
 

Head of Year  Mrs S Wills 

Form Tutors  Mr S Hart  10P 

  Mrs C Ellerby 

 Mrs D Hardwick 

 10A 

  Mr D Goldsmith  10R 

  Ms S Lingard  10K 

  Mr D Tallis  10S 

  Mrs J Hart 

 Mrs H Child 

 10T 

 
 

 

TERM DATES & TRAINING DAYS  
 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2009 
New Years 8, 12 and 13 ~ Friday 4th September 

ALL Students ~ Monday 7th September 

Half Term ~ Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October  

End of Term ~ Friday 18th December  
 

SPRING TERM 2010 
Term starts ~ Tuesday 5th January 

Half Term ~ Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 

End of Term ~ Thursday 1st April 
 

SUMMER TERM 2010 
Term starts ~ Monday 19th April 

Half Term ~ Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 

End of Term ~ Thursday 22nd July 
 

Training Days: 
 Thursday 3rd September 2009 
 Friday 2nd October 2009 
 Monday 4th January 2010 

Monday 7th June 2010 
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TIMING OF THE SCHOOL DAY 

 
 

Registration 8.25  – 8.30 am 

Move to Assembly/Tutor time 8.30  – 8.35 am 

Assembly/Tutor time 8.35  – 8.50 am 

Move to Period 1 8.50  – 8.55 am 

Period 1 8.55  – 9.55 am 

Period 2 9.55  – 10.55 am 

Break 10.55  – 11.15 am 

Period 3 11.15  – 12.15 pm 

Period 4 12.15  – 1.15 pm 

Lunch 1.15  – 2.05 pm 

Registration  2.05  – 2.10 pm 

Move to Period 5 2.10  – 2.15 pm 

Period 5 2.15  – 3.15 pm 
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REPORTING & ASSESSMENT 
 

Week Commencing Monday December 7 Y10 Grade Card 

Week Commencing Monday March 1 Y10 Grade Card 

Week Commencing Monday May 17 Y10 Report Card 

Monday July 13 Y10 Learning Review Day 

 
 
 

 
 

SUBJECT REPORTS 
 
 

ART & DESIGN 
 

GCSE course name and number: Art and Design (unendorsed) 

     AQA 4201 

Departmental Teachers:  Miss Batley and Miss Elliot 

 

Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
During the first Year of the GCSE course, students will build on and develop techniques and skills learnt in 
Year 9.  Students will work in a variety of media, such as painting and drawing, printmaking and sculpture 
and where relevant develop the use of IT.  Much of the work will be triggered by first hand observation of the 
world around them, which will include a visit to a major exhibition, museum or visual centre and further 
stimulated by art historical investigation. 

 
Skills that students need to acquire: 
 
A painterly, multi-media and experimental approach will be encouraged and students will be expected to 

interpret set project briefs in a lively, creative and imaginative way.  Sketchbooks will be used for 

developmental work.  By the end of the Year we hope students will respond to ideas, tasks and visual 
problems with an inventive independence which will prepare them for the challenges of the GCSE 
examination. 
 
Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 
Homework is seen as an essential part of coursework.  Projects cannot be completed successfully unless 
students work at home, and in the environment, developing strategies, looking at subject matter and 
exploring a range of materials and techniques.  Due to the variety and pace of this course we would expect 
all coursework deadlines to be met. 
  
At the end of Year 10, students will take a two day 10 hour unaided practical assessment which will be 
assessed on the same criteria as their final GCSE Examination. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 

GCSE course name and number: OCR Business Studies J253 

Departmental Teachers:  Mr Scopes and Mrs Connolly 

 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
Unit 1 – Business and People (A292) will be taught in Year 10.  This unit is divided into the following 

sections; 
 

 The need for businesses 

 Types of business 

 How business grows and its location 

 Employing and retaining staff 

 Communication in businesses 

 
This content will be taught using a range of different approaches including visits to local businesses and 
guest speakers where appropriate 
 

Unit 2 – Marketing and Enterprise 
 

 Market research and data collection 

 The marketing mix 

 Marketing in the business environment 

 Enterprise and the Entrepreneur 

 The Business Plan 

 

Details and length of examinations: 

 
Unit 1 – 1 hour written paper worth 40% of the GCSE 
 
Unit 2 – Controlled assessment 
 
Controlled Assessment Unit 2 Marketing and Enterprise 
 
There is one controlled assessment worth 25% of the GCSE.  This assessment will take place towards the 
end of Year 10 or the beginning of Year 11.  The assessment will cover a section of the subject content taught 
in Unit 2 and will change on an annual basis. 

 
The task will consist of an investigation of a small business and students will be required to compare the 
details of the business provided with a business that they have researched. 
 

Students are allowed to have up to 10 hours for their research and a further 6 hours to write up their 
findings. 
 

Skills that students need to acquire: 
 
Make effective use of relevant terminology, concepts and methods, and recognise the strengths and 
limitations of the ideas used 
 
Apply knowledge and critical understanding to current issues and problems in a wide range of appropriate 
contexts 
 
Distinguish between facts and opinions and evaluate qualitative and quantitative data in order to help build 
arguments and make informed judgements 
 
Appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to the environment, individuals, 
government and enterprise 
 
The course offers opportunities for the development of the full range of key skills. 
 

Resources: 
 
Main Text Book: Business Studies By Denby & Thomas.   
Students will use a range of resources including textbooks, IT packages, videos and presentations as well as 

being able to access resources through the school‟s virtual learning environment.   
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Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of Year examinations: 
 
Formal assessments/tests are planned for the end of each section and students will be encouraged to 
produce revision materials to support their learning.   
 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 
Apart from regular attendance at lessons and careful completion of homework, students should broaden 
their knowledge and understanding of the business world through reading the financial section of 
newspapers e.g. „Money‟ Mail; Bournemouth Echo Business Section.  They should watch relevant television 
programmes e.g. Trouble at the Top; Dragons Den; The Apprentice etc and watch/listen to news broadcasts. 
Discussion of work-related issues with family and family friends is also very useful. 
 
 

CITIZENSHIP STUDIES 
 

GCSE course name:  AQA GCE AS in Citizenship Studies (2100) 

 
Departmental Teachers: Mr Franklin and Ms Bates 
 

 
Details of the teaching and timing of the course: 
 
Unit 1 of the course is taught during Year 10 and Unit 2 in Year 11.  All teaching for the course should be 
completed by the end of the Easter Term of Year 11.  Students will take a 1 hour 15 minute examination 
(Unit 1) in the January of Year 11 and a 1 hour 30 minute examination (Unit 2) at the end of Year 11.  
 

Unit 1 CIST 1 
 
Identity, Rights and Responsibilities: 
In this first unit of the course, students explore the nature of being British citizens and issues concerning 
equality and diversity.  Then an in-depth study is conducted into citizen‟s rights and responsibilities and 
how rights are protected by The UK Human Rights Act and other devices.  The final component in unit 1 
involves an outline study of the English Legal System, the operation of the civil and criminal law and 
alternative methods of resolving disputes. 
 

Unit 2 CIST 2 
 

Democracy, Active Citizenship and Participation: 
The first section of unit 2 examines where political, media and economic power is located in the UK and how 
the people who exercise it make a difference.  The next section looks at how the European Union, national 

and local government impacts on citizens‟ lives.  The final component of this unit involves students 
understanding how they as individual citizens can make a difference by participating in the democratic 
process of the country and local community.  Students are also required to be involved in a range of 

citizenship activities, from developing their own knowledge to working with others demonstrating citizenship 
skills and working alone or with others to bring about change.  They have to keep an „Active Citizenship 
Profile‟ related to this part of their study and bring it into the examination to answer responses on it.  
 
This AS course was introduced to engage gifted and talented students in Years 10 and 11 who had decided 
that they wanted the challenge of an AS course alongside their GCSE studies.  However, the school does not 
preclude anyone from studying the course.  They will be required to use their knowledge to analyse a range 
of issues and institutions to, arguably, a greater degree of sophistication and depth than at GCSE.  These 
skills can of course be further refined when they enter the Sixth Form but the foundations would have been 
laid during the two years of AS Citizenship Studies. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

GCSE Design and Technology AQA  (i) Textiles Technology 

      (ii) Graphic Products 

 

AS Design and Technology AQA  Food Technology 
 

Departmental Teachers:   Mrs Jones, Mrs Lewis and Miss Wathen 
 

 
Subject Options 1 and AQA GCSE number: Textile Technology 4570 
      Graphic Products 4550 
       
Subject Option 2 AQA AS number:  Food Technology 2540 
 

Options 1 GCSE Textile Technology and Graphic Products 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
Students follow a range of topics to cover the requirements of the GCSE syllabus.  The work in the autumn 
and spring terms is designed to establish essential skills, knowledge and understanding, and to provide the 
foundation, areas of expertise and confidence required to complete the controlled assessment  which is 
started in the summer term and completed in Year 11.  
 
Students will work through a programme of resource- based tasks and mini design and make projects, 
producing both design folders and quality products. Examples of topic work covered include: 
 

 Textiles – Fibres and fabrics, fabric decoration, fashion, interior design, textile industry 

 Graphics – Back to school stationery set; iPods; board games, paper engineering/pop ups 

 
Progressive projects in Year 10, build on skills and wider knowledge to help give students the expertise and 
confidence to develop their own briefs and specifications through to quality finished products. 

 
Option 2 AS Food Technology  
 

Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
Students have the opportunity to follow a range of food topics, learning about different ingredients, food 
products – including preparation, cooking, processing, finishing techniques, nutritional contribution and 
how these link to modern needs and lifestyles, technological developments etc. 
 
The practical and investigatory work will enable students to develop their knowledge and practical expertise, 
and provide a firm foundation for the product development work completed in Year 11.  The teaching and 
learning within the topics will cover the requirements of the syllabus to prepare the students to sit the 
examination in the Summer Term of Year 10.  After the examination, students will begin their initial 
preparations for their coursework which is submitted in the Summer Term of Year 11. 

 

Course details: 
 
5 x 1hr lessons per fortnight with some blocks of double lessons to facilitate practical work. 
 

Option 1 GCSE Textile Technology and Graphic Products 
Terms 1 and 2 devoted to resource based tasks, product disassembly, product evaluation, mini design and 
make tasks.  Issue of controlled assessment and initial preparations towards end of term 2. 
Term 3 – end of year examination and start of controlled assessment (approximately 45 hours to completion 
in Year 11).  The work in Year 10 will focus on completion of the initial stages: selection of topic, task 
analysis, research action plan, research and its analysis, design specification, generation of ideas and initial 
product evaluation.  
 

Option 2 AS Food Technology 
The work in Year 10 will focus on the practical and theoretical aspects of the syllabus to support preparation 
for the exam which is to be taken in June of Year 10.  The work following the exam will focus on initial 
preparation for coursework. 
 

Skills that students need to acquire: 
 

 Combining Design and Make skills with knowledge and understanding to design and make products 

to a suitable specification. 

 Integration and application of knowledge, including that from Art, ICT, Maths and Science, and 

practical capability to design and make quality products. 

 Discerning approach to decision making paying due cognisance to conflicting considerations. 
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 Matching provision with need 

 Disciplined and effective management and organisation of time and resources particularly in 

producing work schedules within deadlines. 

 Effective and appropriate communication – graphical, written, verbal etc 

 CAD/CAM 

 Matching materials, processes, equipment to meet the needs of a design specification 
 

Resources (e.g. books, computer programmes used) plus any materials students need to provide):  
 
A range of books, handouts, videos, software packages (see briefing documents for details) will be available to 
support the programmes of study, together with materials for investigatory/experimental work and product 
disassembly and evaluation. Students will  have the AQA syllabus text book, and have access to computers 
and the Internet. 

Students are requested to provide materials for Food and Textile products produced in practical sessions. 
 
Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 

Homework is given in line with school policy and details are provided in the topic briefing documents. This 
may include research, preparation for practical sessions, linked theory work to topics, completion of design 
folders. 
 
GCSE Assessment 60% controlled assessment 40% examination (2 hours – higher tier) 
AS Assessment  50% coursework  50% examination (2 hours) 

 
Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 

 Read all documentation carefully to identify what is required to successfully complete the course. 

 Note all work expectations and transfer relevant details to your student planner. 

 Select design and make tasks, which match your interest and capability, at the same time aiming to 

develop and improve your knowledge and expertise. 

 Make realistic practical choices which can be completed to a high quality standard and finish, within the 

time constraints. 

 Devise work schedules, and keep on task to meet deadlines. 

 Be organised. Eg file notes, reference materials appropriately; keep careful records of results 

 Listen carefully to instructions and always ask for clarification if unsure about anything. 

 Plan ahead to arrive well prepared for practical sessions, so that planning and organisation is not left 

until the last minute when purchase of materials etc may be difficult.  
 

 

DRAMA 

GCSE course name and number: Drama GCSE 3241  

Departmental Teachers:  Mrs Parks and Miss Whelan 

 

 

Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
The Scheme of Assessment comprises two components: 
 
Unit 2 - Practical work (controlled assessment): 60% of the marks (120 marks) 
 

 The coursework is internally assessed and externally moderated by AQA. 

 Students will present practical work for two options during the 2 years of the course 

 Assessment will be based on 2 elements:   

(i) Work in progress by teacher observation and recording.  
(ii) Final presentation of practical work. 

 
Unit 1 Written Paper (written exam): 40% of the marks (80 marks) 
 

 The written paper is set and marked by AQA. 

 This paper is taken at the end of Year 11.  

 Students will answer two questions chosen from the following sections: 

 Section A Practical work completed during course. 

 Section B Study and performance of a scripted play. 

 Section C Study of a live theatre production seen. 
 

Term 1 
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Activities will include: 

 Team building. 

 Introduction to Performance Skills 

 Trial Scripted assessment 

 Theatre visit – this may involve a payment to cover the cost of the ticket. 

 Written work to introduce approaches to writing about performance of live Theatre. 

 Introduction to theatre design elements. 

 

Term 2  

 
Activities will include: 
 

 Introduction to Devising   

 Trial Devised assessment 

 Further practice of written approaches to responding to Live Theatre 

 

Term 3 

 
Activities will include: 
 

 Preparation for Year 10 written exam. 

 Research of a range of texts for assessment 

 Final selection of text and group – start learning lines in preparation for first final practical 

assessment in Autumn Term of Year 11. 
 

Controlled Assessment details including time to be spent: 
 
Trial practical assessments will take place in Terms 1 and 2. 
Preparation will take place in lesson time. 
Some rehearsals after school may be necessary to complete preparation. 
 

It is essential that the preparation period is not interrupted by absence from lessons. 
 
Skills that students need to acquire: 
 
Vocal and physical skills in performance, an awareness of audience, an ability to respond to a script or 

stimulus, interpret and create a character, evaluate their own work and commit to a group. 
 

Resources: 
During the course students will be required to attend at least 2 Drama Department Theatre Visits.  The 
timing of these will depend on local programmes.  There is a cost implication as travel and ticket costs need 
to be met.  Please apply to the Head of Department if this presents a problem. 
 

Notes on homework’s and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 
See controlled assessment details above. 

 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 

 Only miss lessons for an emergency 

 Be prepared to try out new ideas 

 Be prepared to contribute and join in 

 Be focused and disciplined at all times in practical work 

 Keep a clear and up to date record of practical work. 

 Persuade your parents and friends to take you to the theatre as often as possible 
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ENGLISH AND ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

GCSE course name and number: OCR 1900 and 1901 

     (2 separate GCSE qualifications) 

 

Departmental Teachers:  Ms Lingard, Mr Henneman, Ms Jarratt, Mrs Hendra,           
 Ms Ashby, Mr Farbridge, Mrs Best, Mrs Hart and               

 Mrs Stewart 
 
 

Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
The schemes of work are designed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum for English.  The 
course also prepares students for two quite separate subjects at GCSE – English and English Literature.  
However, assignments are designed as part of a unified course.  In fact, some of the assignments can be 
assessed for BOTH subjects.  Different units of work prepare for assignments to be assessed as coursework 

or prepare material and skills to be assessed by examination. 
 

Coursework details: 
 
For GCSE, students must complete 4 written coursework assignments as follows: 

 An essay on a novel (pre 1914) 

 An essay on a Shakespeare play (also assessed for English) 

 An essay exploring a selection of poetry (pre 1914) (also assessed for English) 

 A more creative assignment to “explore, imagine, entertain” (assessed purely for English). 

 
Students will also complete 3 speaking and listening assignments:   

 A drama focussed activity  

 A group activity  

 An individual extended contribution. 

 
The assignments are completed as part of the scheduled homework and lesson allocation – they are not an 
extra task.  Coursework is evenly spaced throughout Year 10 and early in Year 11 to avoid mounting 
pressure in Year 11 and allowing for greater focus on texts and techniques required for the examination. 
 

Notes on homework, assessments and end of year examinations: 
 
Homework assignments include reading, preparing notes, preparing presentations, different forms of writing 
including varying types of essays.  It should be noted that a double allocation of homework per cycle 
corresponds to the requirement for two subjects.  Work is assessed and students are given regular feedback.   
 

When marked work is returned, students complete a summary sheet enabling them to monitor their own 
progress and identify specific targets for future improvement or development.  At the end of Year 10 the 
students complete an examination.  This will consist of: 
 

 Summary writing 

 A commentary and analysis of style within a non-fiction text 

 A continuous piece of writing to “inform, explain, describe” 

 
This is designed to prepare them for their work and examinations in Year 11. 
 
The work completed in Year 10 will be a mixture of coursework and examination preparation. 
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FRENCH 
 

GCSE course name and number: French AQA 1011 at present 3651 from 2003 

Departmental Teachers:  Mrs Beardsley, Mrs Child, Mr Goldsmith and Mrs Riding 

 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 

5 units covered throughout the year: 

 Personnellement 

 À la maison 

 Une journée à l‟école 

 Au travail 

 

Skills that students need to acquire: 
 

Speaking: extending transactional lexis and developing opinions 
Writing: extending opinion related text using 3 tenses and concentrating on verb and structure extension 
Reading: gaining breadth of experience 
Listening: gaining breadth of experience 

 
Resources:  
 

Dynamique: course book at KS4 
The French assistant: 1 hour per 2 week cycle per class 
Online via It‟s Learning 

 

Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 

Homework: 5 x 30 minutes 
Assessments: In Year 10 students will complete a formative assessment in January and the first spoken 
assessment for the course post work experience. 

 
Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 

Learn vocabulary and grammar carefully. 
Participate as fully as possible in oral work (this helps to develop all the other skills). 
Think communication. 
 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

GCSE course name and number: AQA GCSE Geography A 

 
Departmental Teachers:   Miss Forster, Mrs Edwards and Ms Wheeler 
 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
THE DEVELOPMENT GAP 

 The differences between rich and poor 

 Reasons for the differences 

 Measures that can be taken to close the gap 
 
CHANGING URBAN ENVIRONMENTS 

 The structure of cities and cultural mix 

 Problems associated with cities eg congestion, pollution and shanty towns in LEDCs 

 Retailing 

 Solving problems in cities 

 

TOURISM 

 The advantages and disadvantages of tourism 

 Tourism in extreme environments 

 Ecotourism 

 Sustainable tourism 

 
 

Controlled assessment: 
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Local Fieldwork Investigation 25% 
A fieldwork based enquiry based on observation and data collection at the Studland dunes. 
Fieldwork takes place in the latter part of the summer term. Class time is used to introduce the study in the 
week before fieldwork and class and homework time for the following weeks are used to complete the study. 
 

Skills that students need to acquire: 
 

 Reference Skills: Using a variety of sources of information including fieldwork, maps, books, and 

statistics, IT and the Internet. 

 Communication Skills: Presenting information in a clear and appropriate way including graphs, maps, 
speech and writing. 

 Interpretation Skills: Working out the meaning of different information sources such as satellite 

images, weather information, maps and graphs. 

 Information Technology: To help with research and geographical enquiry. 

 Evaluation, Decision Making and Problem Solving. 
 

Resources:  
 

 The Key course text is “The Wider World” (David Waugh). 

 This is supplemented in lessons with a variety of reference texts for GCSE Geography in Focus. 

 The department has also developed a wide range of resources, specifically tailored to the GCSE course 

and the students at Parkstone. 

 The laptop computers are used for a range of activities and geographical information systems. 

 The Department also has a stock of fieldwork equipment such as ranging poles and quadrats are also 
used for the practical element of the course. 

 Maps, Satellite photos and other visual stimulation are also provided!  

 

Notes on homework and assessments and end of Year examinations: 
 

 Homework is set to follow the same time guidelines as all other option subjects. Teachers aim to set a 

wide variety of tasks including research, preparation and practical exercises in order to reinforce, apply 
and enhance classwork.  

 Coursework is completed during class and homework time at the end of the year. 

 An end of unit test, based on a past question, is sat at the end of each of the three Year 10 units. 

 The human module, worth 37.5% of the GCSE is sat at the end of Year 10 and is called Human 
Geography (Higher Tier) and is 1 hour 30 minutes of structured questions on 3 units.   
The units are: 
 

i. Development 
ii. Urban 
iii. Tourism 

 
Hints on how to be successful in the course: 

 

 Take an interest in what is going on in the world around you! For example, environmental issues, the 

weather and different cultures and places.  

 Take responsibility for your learning and plan and evaluate your progress. 

 Contribute to class discussion and debate. 

 Complete class and homework tasks in detail and build up a good personal file.  

 
 
 

GERMAN 
 

GCSE course name and number: AQA German 4665 

 

Departmental Teachers:  Mrs Spencer, Mrs Starosta and Dr Riding 

 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
Work in the first term of the course involves a good deal of revision and consolidation of grammar first 
introduced in Years 8 and 9, followed by new grammatical structures required for GCSE.  It is important that 
pupils become used to both the perfect and future tenses, and to expressing feelings and opinions in 
German.  They should always aim for maximum involvement in oral work. 
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A number of new topics are taught during the course of the year, namely: 
 
Module I: 

 Life style 

 Relationships, family and friends 

 Teenager – future plans 

 Social issues 

 
Module II: 

 Work and education 

 School and future careers 

 Current and future jobs 

 
Module III: 

 Home and environment 

 Current problems facing the planet  

 Being environmentally friendly in the home and local area 

 
This last topic usually provides the material for the first attempt at written coursework - a 150 word 
description of the work experience fortnight. 
 
Skills that students need to acquire: 
 
Pupils will practise the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing and will normally have access to 
the listening equipment and computers.  It is important to learn vocabulary on a regular basis.  
 
The main course book is Logo 4.  This will be supplemented by other practice books, TV, Internet and use of 
the language lab. 

 
Resources: 
 
Pupils will find it useful to buy a dictionary. 
 
Notes on homework and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 
Homework will involve both leaning and writing.  There will be termly assessment tests and a GCSE-style 
examination in the summer term. 
 
Unit 1: Listening 20% of marks  40 mins and 5 mins reading time 
Unit 2: Reading  20% of marks  40 mins 
Unit 3: Speaking 30% of marks  Two tasks in the form of a dialogue, each lasting 4-6 mins, 
      prepared in class and for homework 
Unit 4: Writing  30% of marks  Two tasks, each 200-300 words prepared in class and for 
      homework 
 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 
As always, the key to success is lively oral involvement, thorough vocabulary learning and careful written 
work. 
 
There is an exchange with a German Grammar School in Frankenthal in Year 10. 
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HISTORY 
 

GCSE course name:  Edexcel History A - The Making of the Modern World 

Departmental Teachers   Dr Ellerby, Mr Hart, Mrs Gray and Mr Lane  

 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
The course is divided into four modules or units, each worth 25% of the total.  The Controlled Assessment 
focuses on Historical Enquiry and Representations of History which is conducted under controlled conditions 
in school with the use of notes prepared in advance.  Unit 3, a source enquiry on British society c1903-28, 
and Unit 2, a depth study of Russia 1917-39, will be taught and assessed in Year 10 or January Year 11.  
The Unit 4 Controlled Assessment CA6, on Government and Protest in the USA 1945-70, will be started in 
the Summer Term of Year 10, after the Unit 2 and 3 examinations, and completed early in Year 11.  The Unit 
1 Outline Study of the Cold War, 1943 to 1991, will be assessed in the summer of Year 11.  

 

Autumn Term: 
 
Unit 3 (Source Enquiry) War and the transformation of British society c1903-28 (1 hour 15 min 
examination in June Year 10) 
There are four key topics: 
 

1. The Liberals, votes for women and social reform 

 The activities of the women‟s societies and the reaction of the authorities 

 Children‟s welfare measures, old age pensions 

 Labour Exchanges 1909, the National Insurance Act 1911 

2. The part played by the British on the Western Front 

 The BEF and 1914 

 Britain‟s contribution to the Western Front 1915-17 

 The End of the war 

3. The home front and social change 

 DORA, censorship and propaganda 

 Recruitment and rationing 

 The part played by women 

4. Economic and social change 1918-29 

 The changing role of women 1918-28 

 Industrial unrest 1918-27 

 The General Strike of 1926 

 

Spring Term: 
 
Unit 2 (Depth Study) Russia 1917-39 (1 hour 15 min examination in June Year 10 or January Year 11) 
There are four key topics: 
 

1. The collapse of the Tsarist regime 1917 

 The nature of Tsarist rule 

 The impact of the First World War 

 The fall of the Tsar and the establishment of the Provisional Government 

2. Bolshevik takeover and consolidation 1917-24 

 The October revolution 

 Imposing Bolshevik control 1917-21 

 Creating a new society 1918-24 

3. The nature of Stalin’s dictatorship 1924-39 

 The struggle for power 1924-28 

 The purges of the 1930s 

 Propaganda and censorship 

4. Economic and social changes 1928-39 

 Collectivisation 

 Industrialisation 

 Life in the Soviet Union 

 
Unit 4 Government and Protest in the USA 1945-70 (Controlled Assessment completed in Autumn Term 
Year 11) 

 The Civil Rights Movement 1945-62 

 Changes in the Civil Rights Movement 1963-70 

 The presidency – Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson 

 Protest and dissent – mass protest and assassination as factors for change 1955-70 
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Skills that students need to acquire: 
 

 Recall, selection, organisation and deployment of knowledge 

 Communication of knowledge through description, analysis and explanation of: 

 1. events, people, changes and issues 
 2. the key features and characteristics of periods, societies and situations 

 Use of historical sources critically in their context, by comprehension, analysis, evaluation and 

interpretation. 

 Comprehension, analysis and evaluation, in relation to historical context, of different interpretations 

of the past. 
 

Core texts: 
 
Pearson Education student books: 

 Unit 3A War and the transformation of British society c1903-1928 

 Unit 2B Russia 1917-39 

It is intended to place an electronic version of these student books on „itslearning’, the virtual learning 
environment accessible on the internet. 
 

Additional resources: 
Texts: 
Walsh - Modern World History 
DeMarco - The USA 

Videos: 
Mississippi Burning 
War Walks The Somme (Professor Holmes) 
Time Watch Haig 
 
Students need to provide their own writing materials, pens and pencils.  A range of felt tips, coloured pencils, 
scissors and glue would be useful for poster work. 
 
The course is also linked with an optional foreign tour.  The First World War Battlefield Tour is offered every 
year at Easter.  There may also be opportunities to visit Russia or Germany. 
 

Notes on homework and assessments: 
 
Students complete one homework a week, duration one hour.  This can be reading, writing, learning or 
research and may include Controlled Assessment preparation. 
 
There is an opportunity to re-take modules 3 and 2 once, if necessary. 
 

Hints on how to be successful on the course: 
 

 Keep up with homework and class work and keep to deadlines, especially for the Controlled 

Assessment. 

 Listen carefully to instructions and follow them.  Be aware of the assessment criteria. 

 Ensure written work is set out clearly and understandably.  All class and homework should be kept 

in a file and pages should be numbered.  Use headings, sub-headings, lists and highlighting to make 
notes accessible. 

 If you miss a lesson or part of a lesson, ensure the work is copied up. 

 Develop an enquiring mind and be prepared to ask questions, particularly of sources. 

 Read around the subject.  There are many excellent historical novels and works of non-fiction which 

are recommended. 

 Look out for documentaries and films about the topics studied. 

 Act on comments and targets provided by the teacher as feedback on your work. 

 Visit places of historical interest. 
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

GCSE course name and number: AQA ICT Specification A 

GCSE Information & Communication Technology (Full Course) 

Departmental Teachers:  Mr White and Dr Estall  

 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
In Year 10 students  
 
Coursework details including time to be spent: 
 

WORK TO BE COVERED. WEEKS 

Autumn Term  

Introduction to course. 1 

Teaching of content. 
Set Task Coursework Portfolio. 

13 

Spring Term  

Teaching of content. 
Set Task Coursework Portfolio. 

11 

Summer Term  

Teaching of content. 
Yr10 Exam 
Set Task Coursework Portfolio. 

12 

 
Students in Year 10 will be off timetable for 1 week due to Year 10 examinations. 

 
Skills that students need to acquire: 

 
Students will need to acquire a methodical and logical approach to problem solving and keep notes on work 
as it progresses. 
 

Resources (eg books, computer programmes used) plus any materials students need to provide: 
 
Students should have an A4 ring binder to hold their work and bring relevant equipment for note taking.  If 
they wish to do some work at home they will need to have a means of transferring their work.  The use of 
floppy disks is discouraged due to their inherent vulnerability.  A USB pen-drive would provide a more 
reliable and robust way of storage.  These will be available for purchase from the ICT department.  All other 
materials will be provided as required. 
 

Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 
Homeworks will usually be related to relevant theory or the coursework portfolio. 

 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 
A keen interest in Information and Communications Technology both in their use and how others use it.  
Students should keep themselves up to date on all ICT matters.  It is also imperative that they meet the 
coursework deadlines. 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
 

GCSE course name and number: Mathematics 1380 (Higher) 

Departmental Teachers:  Mrs Rood, Mrs Bassett, Mr Capel, Mrs Dungate,  

Mrs Hardwick, Mrs Huggins, Miss Sabbagh and Miss Beattie  

 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
The work is divided into five modules of approximately equal length. The order may be subject to variation, 
depending on the date of Easter.  All pupils follow the Higher Level course, although the emphasis on the 
various topics varies from set to set. 
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Module 1:  Shape & Space  
Trigonometric problems in two and three dimensions (including bearings and angles of 
elevation/depression); congruence of triangles and the concept of geometrical proof; lengths 
of arcs and areas of sectors and segments; volumes of pyramids, cones and spheres. 
 

Module 2:   Algebra I  
Simultaneous equations; solution of quadratic equations by formula, factorisation and 
completing the square; trial and improvement for equations beyond standard polynomials. 
 

Module 3:  Handling Data  
Histograms; mean and standard deviation of grouped discrete and continuous data; 
sampling methods (random and stratified); tree diagrams linked to conditional probability; 
moving averages. 
 

Module 4:  Algebra II  
Number patterns and laws in symbolic form; exponential functions; graphs of general 
polynomial and reciprocal equations; maximum and minimum values of quadratic functions; 

maximum products. 
 

Module 5:  Number  
Negative and fractional indices; rational and irrational numbers; conversion of recurring 
decimals to fractional form; rationalisation and manipulation of  surds; compound interest. 

 

Coursework details: 
 
There is no coursework. 

 
Skills that students need to acquire: 
 
The bulk of the new work in Key Stage 4 is covered in Year 10.  The key to success therefore lies in 
perseverance, commitment and good organisation.  This is not to say however that the need for imagination 
and creativity has been downgraded.  Indeed, it is hoped that pupils will continue to stretch themselves by 
entering the National Mathematical Challenge.  There will also be an opportunity for the best 
mathematicians to gain further enrichment through the Da Vinci Project, a joint venture with Poole 
Grammar School for the highest achievers.  
 

Resources:  
 
Pupils will need a basic scientific calculator; the models recommended are the Casio fx-83 WA and fx-85 WA.  
A set of geometry instruments is also required: compasses, protractor and ruler.  
 

 
Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of Year examinations:  
 
Homework is set and marked in accordance with school policy.  Tests are also set at the end of each module 
and these scores, form a basis on which to monitor progress.  Only in special circumstances will there be 

changes in teaching groups between Years 10 and 11.  

 
Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 
In order to be successful it is important for students to develop enquiring minds and to demonstrate a 

willingness to listen carefully to opinions and facts.  They should also show respect for the opinions of 
others. Students should show a willingness to display their own ideas, either orally or through written work 
and presentations.  
 
 

MUSIC 
 

GCSE course name and number: Music (OCR) J535 

Departmental Teacher:  Mr Barber 

 

 

Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
Autumn Term 
 

 Understanding your Instrument 
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 Study of Musical Genres 

 Composing 

 Techniques of Melody Writing 

 Shared Music 
 

Spring Term 
 

 Baroque & Classical Musical Forms 

 Dance Music 

 Composing 

 

Summer Term 
 

 20th Century Music 

 Descriptive Music 

 Composing 

 Performing 

 
Resources:  
 

 Keyboards 

 CDs 

 16 Track Hard Disc Recorders 

 Computers 

 Own Instruments 

 

Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 

 Continuous composition assignment 

 Constant practice/performance 

 Regular written listening homework 

 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 
Listen to as much music as possible which is linked to the area of study 

 
PERSONAL SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 
(PSHE) 
 

(Non- examination) 

 
Teachers: Form Tutors 

 

Details of the proposed teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 

 
Autumn Term 
 

Lesson No 
 

1 Diversity 

2 Mock Interview Letters 

3 Interview Techniques 

4 Work Experience Letters 

5 Bullying 

6 Health and Safety 

7 Tutorial/Independent Study 
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Spring Term 
 

Lesson No 
 

8 Learning skills 1 

9 Coursework Catch up 

10 Learning skills 2  

11 Relationships 

12 Health/STIs 

13 RAFIKI - Darfur 

 
 

Summer Term 
 

Lesson No 
 

14 Healthy Eating * 

15 Work Experience 

16 Citizenship  

17 Citizenship Assessment 

18 HIV 

19 Consequences - Pregnancy (BBC) 

 
 
Skills that students need to acquire: 
 
Students will take part both in class and small group discussions.  They will learn to make decisions based 
on information and facts given to them.  They will present their ideas and share their views with others in a 
variety of ways.  These will include the use of role-play, debating, presenting talks and producing display 
work and written work.  They will develop the self awareness and confidence required for adult life, further 
learning and work. 

 
Resources: 
 
Students will be provided with all resources they require.  Students are not set homework and are not 
formally assessed. 

 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 
In order to be successful it is important for students to develop enquiring minds and to demonstrate a 
willingness to listen carefully to opinions and facts.  They should also show respect for the opinions of 
others. Students should show a willingness to display their own ideas, either orally or through written work 
and presentations.  

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - GCSE 
 

GCSE course name and number: OCR GCSE Physical Education J586 

Departmental Teachers:  Miss Bird, Mrs Greening, Miss Henderson and Mrs Salt 

 

 

Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 

Theory:  2 periods a fortnight 
Practical: 3 periods a fortnight (areas of theory are also taught within the practical allocation) 
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Theory 
Students will be introduced to Physical Education through three areas of study: 

1. Key concepts in Physical Education 
2. Key processes in Physical Education 
3. Opportunities, pathways and participation in Physical Education 

 

 

 Developing skills and techniques 
Building upon fundamental motor skills and analysing skills, eg the serve in Volleyball. 
 

 Decision making  
Selecting which pass to make in order to outwit your opponent, eg in Netball. 
 

 Physical and mental capacity  
Maintaining physical strength, stamina, speed, flexibility and preparing physically and mentally for 
involvement in exercise. Eg apply knowledge of warming up before commencing a dance 
performance. 
 

 Evaluating and improving  
Being able to judge the quality and effectiveness of performance and develop action plans in order to 
improve.  
 

 Making informed decisions about active, healthy lifestyles 
 

 Opportunities and pathways for participation in PE 
Positive reasons for participation. Eg management of stress, well being, social and hobby   

 

 

Practical Coursework details: 
 

All students will be assessed in 2 practical activities from 2 of the following different activity profiles. 
 

These activities can be chosen from a selection: 
Invasion Games – eg Netball 
Striking Games – eg Rounders 

Net, Wall and Target Games – eg Badminton 
Gymnastic Activities – eg Gymnastics 
Combat Activities – eg Boxing 
Dance Activities – eg Contemporary Dance 
Athletic Activities – eg Track and Field Athletics 
Swimming Activities – eg Life Saving 
 

 

Students must be assessed as a performer in at least one of their chosen activities; other options include 
undertaking the role of the coach/leader or official. 
 

Eg 
Perform in Badminton 
Perform in Athletics 
 

Or 
 

Perform in Rounders  
Coach in netball 
 

Or 
 

Perform in Dance 
Umpire (official) in Tennis 
 

 

Coaching/leading Activities – The role of the coach/leader is available in all activities as well as the role of 
performer 
Officiating Activities – The role is available in specific activities as well as the role of the performer. 
 

Within these activities students will need to demonstrate effective performance, use of tactics or techniques 
and the ability to observe rules or conventions.  

 
If students already take part in outdoor and adventurous activities such as sailing or horse riding then will 
also be opportunity for them to be assessed. 
 
 

Resources plus any materials students need to provide:  
 

Text books, files will be provided. Standard PE kit should be worn to the practical lessons. 
 
 

Assessment details: 
 

Homework will be issued for both theoretical and practical aspects of the course on a regular basis.  
Students are assessed in two activities during Year 10 – one in the Autumn Term and one in the Spring 
Term. 
All coursework is ongoing. 
In March 2010 Unit B452 Practical performance and analysis 1 - Analysing Lifestyle Task - Controlled 
Assessment - 2hrs (5hrs preparation time) 
In the June session B451 An introduction to physical education – 1 hr written exam 
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Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 
Regular attendance at school clubs and activities, particularly those at which a student is being assessed.  
Students should aim to undertake participation in their sporting activities at either an outside club or/and a 
school club.  This should be in the role of a participant, coach or official. 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - (NON-EXAMINATION) 
 

Departmental Teachers: Miss Bird, Miss Parker, Miss Henderson and Mrs Salt 
 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
Time allocation: 3 hours per fortnight. 

 
At the onset of Key Stage 4 Year 10 students continue to extend and transfer their skills from Key Stage 3 
across a new range of activities.  Throughout Year 10, pupils tackle complex and demanding activities/tasks, 
applying their knowledge (of skills), techniques and effective performance.  They are encouraged to employ 
tactics and strategies in response to changing situations. 
 

Through PE lessons, pupils will understand the following concepts: 

 Competence 

 Performance 

 Creativity 

 Healthy, active lifestyles 

 

Through focus on: 

 Developing skills in physical activity 

 Making and applying decisions 

 Developing physical and mental capacity 

 Evaluating and Improving  

 Making informed decisions about healthy lifestyles 

 
Students are given the opportunity to develop these skills and processes through experiencing a wide variety 
of activities.  The following areas will be covered: 

 

 Outwitting opponents, as in games activities 

 Accurate replication of actions, phrases and sequences, as in gymnastics 

 Exploring and communicating ideas, concepts and emotions, as in dance 

 Performing at maximum levels in relation to speed, height, distance, strength or accuracy, as 

in athletics 

 Exercising safely and effectively to improve health and wellbeing, as in Health Related Exercise 

 

Through activities such as: 
 

Basketball Athletics - A selection of skills from track and field 
Volleyball Health Related Exercise - A range of activities 

designed to inform and educate students of a healthy 
lifestyle.  „Taster‟ sessions of „out of school‟ activities, 
such as ballroom dancing, Thai boxing and Capoeira. 

Badminton 
Table Tennis 
Tennis 
Rounders 

 
Roles such as umpire, coach and participant are undertaken to ensure students gain an all round knowledge 
and understanding of activities.  

 
Skills that students need to acquire: 
Planning, performing and evaluating. 
 

Resources plus any materials students need to provide: 
PE kit as stated in school handbook. 
 

Assessment details: 
Students‟ assessment of performance is ongoing. However, there is an end of activity departmental 
assessment throughout the year. Students are assessed on their effort, achievement and behaviour. 
 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
Approach each activity with a spirit of adventure, enjoyment and enthusiasm. 
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RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY 
 

GCSE course name and number: Religious Studies: Philosophy and Applied Ethics 

     Syllabus No: J621 

     Units: B601, B602, B603 and B604 

 
Departmental Teachers:   Mr Waters, Mrs Melvin, Mr Tallis, Mrs Ellerby and   

     Mrs Shearing 

 

 

Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
Autumn Term 
 

 What is truth: the nature of truth and evidence, claims to truth, religious questions and responses 
of believers. Bible: what makes it different from other books, different attitudes towards the Bible: 

inerrancy, typology, allegory; differences in the idea of `authority‟ over religious questions; critical 

approaches to the Bible; meaning of truth, `proof‟, `evidence‟, `belief‟ 

 Religion and Human Relationships: Sanctity of life and the individual: issues of contraception, 
abortion and euthanasia, the role of the family in Christian life and teaching, sanctity of marriage 
and vows made in the marriage ceremony, the issue of divorce, Christian attitudes towards 
remarriage. 
 

Spring Term 
 

 The Existence of God: Nature of revelation, nature if God, nature of belief, use of symbolic language 

to describe God, arguments leading to belief (ontological, cosmological, teleological, experiential, 
moral) and non-belief. 

 Good and Evil: The nature of human good and evil, divine goodness and supra-human evil, problem 

of suffering. Symbolism and the Theology of the Cross, Creation and the Fall, Redemption: the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, Christian beliefs and understanding about good and evil: God and Satan. 
 

Summer Term 
 

 Religion and Science: Origins of the universe – cosmology, Origins of life – creation and evolution, 

different types of knowing and knowledge, Miracles – laws of nature versus Divine intervention. 

 Religion and Conflict/Reconciliation: The issues which divide human beings, prejudice and 
discrimination: racism and sexism, war and peace, forgiveness, guilt and anger.  

 

Skills that students need to acquire: 
 

 Ability to present philosophical and moral arguments in an informed and coherent manner. 

 Develop ability to take responsibility for own learning through use of research, power-point 

presentations, class presentations, wider reading which extent student understanding from issues 
raised in lessons. 

 ICT skills with regards to accessing information from the web and presenting power-point 

 Communication skills – art of listening and asking pertinent, penetrating questions. 

 Literacy – written expression of ideas in a coherent structure. 

 
Resources: 
 

 Each student receives a Socratic Ideas CD Rom 

 Departmental course notes, examples 

 CD Rom – Christianity Today 

 CD Rom – Sophie‟s World 

 Dialogue – biennial Journal. Ed. Hall and Waters 

 Dialogue Videos – Proofs for the Existence of God 

 Dialogue CD Rom – Proof for the Existence of God 

 Facing the issues – Barbara Wintersgill 

 Contemporary Moral Issues – Joe Jenkins 

 Today‟s Issues and Christian Beliefs – Simon and Christopher Danes 
 

Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of year examinations: 
 

 The intention of homework is to further extent students and offer the opportunity for them to 

become independent learners and take greater responsibility for their education. 

 Homework reflects a variety of tasks: prose, Cognitive Flow Charts, Ripple Diagrams, Spider-

diagrams, poetry, artistic, independent research, power-point presentations, student led class 
presentations 

 End of Year Examination: 1.15 minutes – assessment on two major modules of work studied. 
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 End of Year examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes 
 

Hints on how to be successful in the course: 

 

 Learn new religious and philosophical words - recorded in pupils‟ glossaries. 

 Be willing to listen carefully to the opinions of others and respect their right to express their 

opinions. 

 A willingness to share ideas with others and support fellow pupils in their learning. 

 Readiness to accept that answers are not always easily available and that at times it is more difficult 
and challenging to know the right question to ask than it is to discover a response. 

 Following moral issues raised in the media / reading broadsheet newspaper on a weekly basis and 

maintaining a Moral Issues Scrap Book throughout the course. 

 Read articles in Dialogue – Religious Philosophy Journal 

 
 

RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY 
Compulsory –   1 X 1 hour per fortnight 

Departmental Teachers:  Mr Waters, Mrs Melvin, Mr Tallis and Mrs Ellerby 

 

 

Who Am I 
 
Personal search through the analysis of a variety of theistic and secular philosophies which include: Roman 
Catholic – natural law, tradition, Church of England and situation ethics, existentialism, humanism.   
A variety of contemporary articles are read and discussed as a means of encouraging students to explore 
questions of ultimate concern. 
 

Science and Religion 

 
Students examine a variety of interpretations with regard to the relationship between Christianity and 
Science.  The work of Charles Darwin and Lyall are considered from a biblical fundamentalist position to that 
of a more liberal approach.  Consideration is given to the work of the neo Darwinian Richard Dawkins. 

 
Miracles  
 
Assessment of truth claims. Heaven and Hell, Student power-point presentation on the life of Jesus. 
 

Skills that students need to acquire: 
 

 Ability to appreciate the diversity of truth claims with regards to Jesus –the Jewish man or Son of 

God? 

 Awareness of the fluid nature of language and how meaning evolves through history and culture 

 Able to analyse truth claims and assess their validity. 

 Ability to communicate ideas in a coherent and articulate manner. 

 Presentation through use of ICT – power-point. 

 
Resources: 
 

 CD Rom – Christianity Today 

 NIV Bible 

 Departmental course reader 

 

Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of Year examinations: 
 

 Not applicable 

 
Hints on how to be successful in the course: 
 

 Learn new religious and philosophical words - recorded in pupils‟ glossaries. 

 Be willing to listen carefully to the opinions of others and respect their right to express their 

opinions. 

 A willingness to share ideas with others and support fellow pupils in their learning. 

 Readiness to accept that answers are not always easily available and that at times it is more difficult 

and challenging to know the right question to ask than it is to discover a response. 
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Science 

 
Description of Subject 
 
During Year 10 Science Course all students will begin studying Additional Science Units B2, C2, P2 (see 
below) and revise core science units B1, C1, P1 which will be examined in June of Year 10. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Resources: 

 Biology/Chemistry/Physics Folder 

 AQA CORE GCSE Text 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

BIOLOGY 1 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

BIOLOGY 2 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

BIOLOGY 3 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

CENTRE ASSESSED 

UNIT 
Based on normal class 
practical work 
40 marks 
25% of total mark 
 
 

GCSE BIOLOGY 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

PHYSICS 1 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 

 

PHYSICS 2 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

PHYSICS 3 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

CENTRE ASSESSED 

UNIT 
Based on normal class 
practical work 
40 marks 
25% of total mark 
 
 

GCSE PHYSICS 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

CHEMISTRY 1 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

CHEMISTRY 2 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

CHEMISTRY 3 
Written Paper – 45 mins 
45 marks 
25% of total mark 
 

CENTRE ASSESSED 

UNIT 
Based on normal class 
practical work 
40 marks 
25% of total mark 
 
 

GCSE CHEMISTRY 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

PRACTICAL 
25% 

 

 

= 
 

SINGLE AWARD 
SCIENCE GCSE 
 

 

DOUBLE 
AWARD 

SCIENCE GCSE 
 
 

PRACTICAL 
25% 

 

= 

 
GCSE 

BIOLOGY 
 
 

 
GCSE 

PHYSICS 
 
 

 
GCSE 

CHEMISTRY 
 
 

= = = 
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WHAT YOU WILL DO              
BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY & PHYSICS 
HOW SCIENCE WORKS:  In all Sciences students will be taught about:- 
 The thinking behind the doing 
 Fundamental ideas 
 Observing objects, organisms and events 
 Making measurements 

 Designing an investigation 
 Presenting data 
 Identifying patterns and relationships in data 
 Societal aspects of scientific evidence 
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BIOLOGY 1 
 How do human bodies 

respond to changes inside 
them and to their 
environment? 

 What can we do to keep our 
bodies healthy? 

 How does drug misuse affect 
our bodies? 

 What causes diseases and 
how can our bodies defend 
themselves against it? 

 What determines where 
particular species live and 
how many of them are there? 

 Why are individuals of the 
same species different from 
each other? How can we 
produce plants & animals 
with the characteristics we 
prefer? 

 Why have some species of 
plants and animals died out?  
How do new species of plants 
and animals develop? 

 How do humans affect the 
environment? 

BIOLOGY 2 
 What are animals and plants 

built from? 
 How do plants obtain the food 

they need to live and grow? 
 What happens to energy and 

biomass at each stage in a food 
chain? 

 What happens to the waste 
material produced by plants and 
animals? 

 What are enzymes and what 
are some of their functions? 

 How do our bodies keep 
internal conditions constant? 

 Which human characteristics 
show a simple pattern of 
inheritance? 

BIOLOGY 3 
 How do dissolved substances get 

into and out of plants and 
animals? 

 How are dissolved materials 
transported around the body? 

 How does exercise affect the 
exchanges taking place within 
the body? 

 How do exchanges in the 
kidney help us to maintain 
the internal environment in 
mammals and how has 
biology helped us to treat 
kidney disease? 

 How are micro organisms 
used to make food and drink? 

 What other useful substances 
can we make using micro 
organisms? 

 How can we be sure we are 
using micro organisms safely? 
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CHEMISTRY 1 

 How do rocks provide 

building materials? 

 How do rocks provide metals 
and how are metals used? 

 How do we get fuels from 

crude oil? 

 How are polymers and 

ethanol made from oil? 

 How can plant oils be used? 

 What are the changes in the 

Earth and its atmosphere? 
CHEMISTRY 2 

 How do sub-atomic particles 

help us to understand the 
structure of substances? 

 How do structures influence 

the properties and uses of 
substances? 

 How much can we make and 
how much do we need to 

use? 

 How can we control the rates 
of chemical reactions? 

 Do chemical reactions always 
release energy? 

 How can we use ions in 

solutions? 
CHEMISTRY 3 

 How was the periodic table 

developed and how can it 
help us understand the 
reactions of elements? 

 What are strong and weak 

acids and alkalis?  How can 
we find the amounts of acids 
and alkalis in solutions? 

 What is in the water we 
drink? 

 How much energy is involved 

in chemical reactions? 

 How do we identify and 
analyse substances? 
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PHYSICS 1 
 How is heat (thermal energy) 

transferred and what factors 
affect the rate at which heat 
is transferred? 

 What is meant by the 
efficient use of energy? 

 Why are electrical devices so 
useful? 

 How should we generate the 
electricity we need? 

 What are the uses and 
hazards of the waves that 
form the electromagnetic 
spectrum? 

 What are the uses and 
dangers of emissions from 
radioactive substances? 

 PHYSICS 2 
 How can we describe the way 

things move? 
 How do we make things 

speed up or slow down? 
 What happens to the 

movement energy when 
things speed up or slow 
down? 

 What is momentum? 
 What is static electricity, how 

can it be used and what is 
the connection between static 
electricity and electric 
currents? 

 What does the current 
through an electrical current 
depend on? 

 What is mains electricity and 
how can it be used safely? 

 Why do we need to know the 
power of electrical 
appliances? 

 What happens to radioactive 
substances when they decay? 

 What are nuclear fission and 
nuclear fusion? 

 PHYSICS 3 
 How do forces have a turning 

effect? 
 What keeps bodies moving in 

a circle? 
 What provides the centripetal 

force for planets and 
satellites? 

 What do mirrors and lenses 
do to light? 

 What is sound? 
 What is ultrasound and how 

can it be used? 
 How can electricity be used 

to make things move? 
 How do generators work? 
 How do transformers work? 
 What is the life history of 

stars? 
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SCIENCE IN SOCIETY 
 
AS Course name and number: AQA 1401 

 

Head of Department:  Mrs Petrus 

 
 
ORGANISATION OF COURSE 

 
UNIT 1 – EXPLORING KEY SCIENTIFIC ISSUES 
 
60 % of AS  2 hour written paper 
The external examination is only available in June 
 

The paper will include a number of compulsory structured questions, including comprehension, data 
analysis, and data response questions. Some questions will require longer answers in continuous prose. 
 
The contexts for the scientific issues are: 
 
The germ theory of disease   Medicines 
Infectious diseases now    Ethical issues in medicine 
Transport issues    Reproductive choices 

Lifestyle and health    Radiation: risks and uses 
Evolution     The universe 
Who we are and where we are: Are we alone? 
 
UNIT 2 – READING AND RESEARCH (COURSEWORK) 
 
40% of AS  Internally assessed 
 
Two pieces of written coursework. 
 
(Deadlines for submission will be advised during the course) 
 
A critical account of scientific reading  (approx 800 words) 
 
An account of a book (fiction or non-fiction, chosen by the candidate) will be assessed for the way in which 
candidates provide a personal critical response which displays their understanding of the scientific ideas and 
principles involved. 
 
A study of a topical scientific issue (approx 1500 - 2000 words) 
 
This will be assessed for the way candidates research information on a topic of their choice and then present 
and evaluate relevant evidence. 

 

Skills to be developed as part of the course: 
 
Students should develop and express an informed personal point of view on issues concerning science and 
technology, taking into account, as appropriate, technical, economic, social and ethical constraints.  They 

will understand how science progresses, the nature of scientific research, how new scientific models are 
based on observation and experiment which must withstand critical scrutiny by other scientists. 
 

Resources: 
 
Textbook: Science in Society 

 
Homeworks and assessments: 
 
Homework and assessments will include reading, research, summarising information and past questions.  
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ELECTRONICS 
 

GCSE course name and number: AQA Electronics 4430 

 

Departmental Teacher:  Mr Beith and Mrs Triplow 
 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed: 
 
The course starts by considering discrete components and simple circuit analysis using modern test 
equipment.  The course quickly moves on to the use of Integrated Circuits and the design of complex circuits 
based upon a systems approach.  From an early stage, students work on their own breadboard.  This 
enables them to gain the individual confidence and expertise required for the examination project work.   
 

During the course students will learn how to: 

 

 Develop an awareness of the impact of Electronics on society through a researched assignment. 

 Identify situations where an electronics solution is appropriate. 

 Design and build circuits which fulfil specific design specifications. 

 Apply basic circuit theory to predict circuit behaviour and aid fault finding. 

 Make use of IT through an appropriate CAD package. 

 
It is assumed that the background knowledge which students have in the subject will be limited to the 
introductory course run within the Science & Technology Departments for students in Year 9.  If for some 
reason this experience is missing, then it need not in itself exclude a student from the course.  However, a 
basic scientific literacy and numeracy will be assumed. 
 
The main elements of the course are; 
 

Safety 

Dangers of Electricity, Prevention of Accidents, Protective Measures 
 

Systems 
Signals & Transducers, Processes, Flow Charts 
 

Digital Sub Systems 
Combinational Logic, Sequential Logic, Astable & Monostable Generators 

 
Analogue Sub Systems 

Operational Amplifier, Audio Amplifier 

 
Components 

Passive, Active, 3 Terminal Regulators 

 
Applications 

Audio Systems, Radio Systems 
 

Examination and coursework details: 
 

a) Terminal examination: 60%   b) Coursework 40% to be undertaken in Year 11 
 
The course neatly combines the academic and practical abilities of a student which are needed for the study 
of a modern technology.  A student who is going to be successful in the subject will have a basic interest in 
Science & Technology and an expectation of good grades in both Mathematics and Physics.  Indeed, a 
student following the Physics course will find good mutual support between the Physics and Electronics 
courses.  This overlap appears in both „Basic Circuit Analysis‟ and in the study of „Electronic Communication 
Systems‟.  The subject would form a valuable grounding for anyone wishing to pursue a career in 

Electronic/Electrical Engineering as well as providing a wider experience for many other Science related 
courses, many of which use electronic systems for data gathering, monitoring and control. 
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SPANISH 
 

GCSE course name and number: GCSE Spanish AQA 4695 for 2010 exam 

 

Departmental Teacher:  Mrs Lockyer and Mr Goldsmith 
 

 
Details of teaching scheme to be followed and timing: 
 
Introductory course: mostly oral, but vocabulary and useful phrases also noted in vocabulary books. 
 

 Introduction to the syllabus: copies of the syllabus and mark schemes are issued and explained 

 The final activity of the introductory course is to produce a written postcard to a friend 

 The text book is then issued: Español de Primero and Workbook 

 
The lively and colourful course book is worked through at a fairly brisk pace and we aim to finish it in one 

Year. 

 
Controlled Assessment details: 
 
There will be no controlled assessments completed in Year 10. 
 

Skills that students need to acquire:  
 
The four language skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking in Spanish.  Linguistic skills such as 
working out what a word might mean from its context. 
 

Resources: 
 
As the main textbooks we use Español de Primero 1 and Listos 3.  Extra materials are used when 
appropriate for example: 
 

 Internet language practice sites 

 Reading materials 

 Articles from the Internet 

 Students will also need a dictionary 

 A good deal of material is available on It‟s Learning, the school‟s Virtual Learning Environment to 

which all students have full access in school or through the internet at home 
 
 
Students will also have the opportunity to work in small groups with the Spanish Assistant. 
 
 

Notes on homeworks and assessments and end of Year examinations: 
 

Homework will be set four times per cycle.  Each homework should last around 30 minutes and will take the 
form of learning, exercises from the book, reading or preparation of oral work. 
 

Hints on how to be successful in the course:  
 
In order to be successful in the course, students should ensure that they: 
 

 Keep up to date with all homework tasks set and ensure that learning is thorough and regular 

 Revise previously covered vocabulary and grammar on a regular basis 

 Participate as actively as they can 

 Appreciate the demands of a very fast course and be willing to devote the necessary time and effort to 
achieve their full potential 

 
 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Organiser:  Mrs Sharp (Work Experience Co-ordinator) and Mrs Gilbert (Work Experience Administrator) 
 

 
Dates:  Tuesday 4 to Friday 14 May 2010.  Full details will be issued throughout the Year 


