
 

 

 
 
Our ref: 0296/VJL/ad 
 
 
March 2016 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
WINNERS OF SCHOOL FINAL – REGIONAL ROUND OF YEAR 7 FRENCH SPELLING BEE 
 
I am pleased to inform you that your daughter was successful in the French Spelling Bee and is one of 
only three winners in the Year group. 
 
The next stage will be for your daughter to take part in the regional round which will be held at Norton 
School, Charlton Road, Midsomer Norton, Bath BA3 4AD on Monday 24 April 2017. 
 
Your daughter is permitted to have one supporter to accompany her on the day.  If you elect a 
supporter to attend please can you supply their details on the reply slip and ensure that the supporter 
is aware that they need to make their own way to Norton Hill School. 
 
I will be driving to Norton Hill School in my own vehicle and therefore can drive your daughter if there 
is no-one accompanying her that day. 
 
We will meet in the Reception area of Parkstone at 1.30pm to allow enough time for lunch 
beforehand, or your daughter can bring a packed lunch to have on the journey. Registration will be 
from 3.30pm and the competition will begin at 4pm.  
 
The competition will finish at 6.30pm therefore we will expect to arrive back at school at 
approximately 8pm when you will need to collect your daughter.  
 
If you wish your daughter to participate in this trip please complete and return the reply slip below 
and return to Reception by Friday 24 March 2017.  It is vital that this deadline is met to allow the 
collation of all information pertinent to health and safety.  Please note that failure to meet this 
deadline date will result in your daughter being unable to participate in the trip.  Throughout the 
preparation process for the trip there may be other deadlines.  We regret that unless all deadline are 
met your daughter’s place on the trip may be withdrawn. 
 
There will be the opportunity for your daughter to be photographed at the event, please indicate on 
the reply slip if you consent to any photographs being taken.  Can you also please ensure the attached 
“Routes into Languages” Parental Consent Form is completed and that you consult the list of 
competition rules and the outline of the procedure for the regional round. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Miss Lethbridge 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 
  



 

 

PARKSTONE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
REGIONAL ROUND OF YEAR 7 FRENCH SPELLING BEE – MONDAY 24 APRIL 2017 
TRIP ORGANISER: MISS LETHBRIDGE   
TO BE RETURNED BY:  FRIDAY 24 MARCH 2017   
 
Daughter’s Name: …………………………………………………………………………                        Form: …………….. 
 
I am/am not* willing for my daughter to take part in the above visit.   
I will make arrangements for her to be collected in the evening. 
A supporter will/ will not* accompany my daughter.  
 
Supporter’s name: ……………………………………….................... Relationship to student………………………… 
 
Supporter’s mobile telephone number: ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I am/am not* willing for my daughter to be photographed at the event.        
*please delete as appropriate  
 
Emergency Contact Name : …………………………………………………… Relationship: ………………................ 
 
Telephone No(s): ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 
 
Medical Information (if applicable): ……………………………………..………………………..…………………….……….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Mental Health/Emotional Conditions (if applicable): ……………………………………..…………………………..…. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 
 
While the students are out of school they will be subject to supervision by a reasonable number of school staff 
and adult helpers.  However, a well behaved group of students means that a visit can be enjoyed by all and will 
enhance the students’ educational experience.  A well behaved group is also a safe group. 

 We expect the students to abide by the normal rules of the school at all times. 

 Students are expected to obey supervising adults at all times. 

 Students should recognise that this is a visit not a holiday.  They will be expected to participate fully in 
all aspects of the visit, except where an activity is specifically classed as optional. 

 Students must not smoke or drink alcohol or be in possession of illegal substances 

 Students will not be allowed to leave the group without the express permission from the group leader 
or his or her representative. 

 Students are expected to respect the environment.   

 The rules laid down by the organisers at the venue will be obeyed at all times. 

 All safety regulations will be obeyed at all times. 

 Students should ensure they are never alone.  They should stay in groups of at least four. 

 Students should always be aware of meeting times and places and arrive promptly. 

 Students should dress appropriately. 

 Students have a responsibility to look after their own belongings, especially money. 

 On coaches and ferries, students must abide the safety regulations.  On coaches seat belts must be 
worn at all times. 

By signing, students agree to abide by the code of conduct and parents agree to support their daughters and the 
school in upholding it. The trip leader reserves the right to exclude from further activities any student who breaks 
the code of conduct.      

 
Student Signature….....................................                 Parent/Carer Signature…………………………………..  



 

 

The procedure for the Regional and National Finals: 

 

• The Caller asks each contestant ‘Are you ready?’, and the Contestant’s one minute begins after the 

Contestant agrees they are ready to begin. 

• Contestants have ONE MINUTE to correctly spell as many words as possible in the target language. 

• A judge and a verifier (at least one of whom is a native speaker) listen to each word and keep score 

during each Contestant’s one-minute time slot. Provided that both agree the correct spelling 

of that word, one point is awarded. 

•   In the event of a tie, students with equal scores should participate in an additional one-minute 

round in which the number of passes should be counted. In the event of a tie in this additional 

round, the student with the least number of passes will be the winner of the tie-breaker. If 

they are still tied, a sudden-death round should be played: Contestants will continue to spell 

a word in turn, until one of them spells a word incorrectly, then that pupil is out, this continues 

until there is a winner (and normally runner-up or second, then third place and so on 

depending on the original number of Contestants in the tie break). This round is described as 

the ‘sudden death’ round. Contestants are given an equal number of words to spell. 

• Words are selected by the computer in random order. 

• Up-to-date word lists are in the Teacher's Pack, dated Feb 2015 (please note the spelling of l'Écosse 

to include the accent on the capital E) on the spelling bee website, www.flsb.co.uk and the 

spelling of the words is verified from this. 

A Semi-Final will be held first to determine the 4 winners who go through to the Final. Depending on 

numbers for individual languages, there may also be a Quarter Final with the top 4 pupils from each 

Quarter Final participating in a Semi-Final to find the top 4 overall for the Final.  

Refreshments will be served before the final 

 

 

Also, a few things to bear in mind: 

Passing on words is not a good competition strategy. Those who pass do not tend to get through to 

the further rounds. In the past, some competitors have tended to pass longer words and spell only the 

shorter ones.  

b)   Clear pronunciation is key! In trying to spell as many words as possible the time allocated, many 

students tend to race through their spelling, making it difficult for even native speakers to clearly 

discern each letter and its correct pronunciation. Judges will be extra-vigilant on this point and will 

only count words that they believe have been spelt correctly and clearly. Speed is of the essence but 

remember that clarity is, too. 

  

http://www.flsb.co.uk/


 

 

                                  Spelling Bee Rules 

 The competition is only open to Year 7s 

 The competition is only open to non-native speakers 

 There must be a signed photo permission slip for every pupil who competes in the Regional 

Final 

 Contestants cannot alter the order of the letters once they have completed their spelling of the word 

(unless it is a re-spell) but they can stop mid-word and start again from the beginning. 

 No conferring is allowed. 

 Contestants must remain quiet when not spelling. Contestants causing a disruption will be 

warned and if the disruption continues they may be disqualified. 

 If a contestant runs out of time before starting to spell the word, no point is awarded. 

 If the contestant has begun to spell a word when the time is up they may continue and, if the 

spelling is correct, a point is awarded. 

  If the contestant is prevented from spelling a word and the time is up (for example if another 

contestant is disruptive) the judges may, at their discretion, allow a re-spell. 

  The judge’s decision is final; the authority is the word list. 

 If the judges believe the Caller/Spellmaster has mispronounced a word they should point this out 

before the contestant has begun to spell the word. If the contestant has already spelled the word, 

they will be given a replacement word unless the spelling was correct. 

 If the judges are satisfied that there has been an incident of cheating, the contestant will be 

disqualified.  

 Mobile phones that remain switched on after a warning is given will result in the contestant 

being disqualified.  

 If guests do not remain quiet during the competition after having been warned then their 

contestant may be disqualified.  

 If the judges are suspicious that members of the audience are influencing the accuracy of 

spelling by whatever means, the judges will give a warning. If the activity persists, the judges 

may disqualify a contestant or contestants.  

 Late arrival by contestants and their accompanying teacher or parent may result in 

disqualification. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 
  
 
Routes into Languages 
Parental Consent Form for Use of Images of Children and young people 
 
 
I/we,………………………………………………………the parent(s)/guardian(s) of: 
 
(child’s full name)…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
hereby give ‘Routes into Languages’ permission to use any still and/or moving images such as video 
footage, photographs and/or frames and/or audio footage depicting my/our children named above, 
 
For any of the following uses: 
 

 Advertisements, marketing, leaflets, website, or any other use such as training, educational 
or publicity purposes. 

 
The above consents will apply throughout England and be for an indefinite period. 
 
Signed………………………………….……….Date……………………………………………………………. 
 
Signed………………………………….……….Date……………………………………………………………. 
 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………........................... 
 
Postcode……………………………………………….. 
 
This information will be used for Routes Into Languages purposes only. Your details will not be 
released to third parties, or used for any purpose not related to Routes activities. Data held by 
Routes into Languages is subject to the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998. 
 
Routes into Languages is funded by the Higher Education Funding Council for England and aims to 
increase the take up of languages at GCSE and beyond. 
 
For further information on the Routes into Languages project visit www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.routesintolanguages.ac.uk/

