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A big summer dig is underway at Parkstone!
The History/Archaeology Society at Parkstone has embarked on a major and exciting

project - the group is investigating an old farm which used to stand on the site of the
school and a world war two air raid shelter attached to it. 
The discovery was made in 2012 by Mr Clegg, the Bursar, when he was examining some old plans of

the school from the 1950s. The plans show that the school playing fields

were laid on the site of Nags Head Farm, which was built in the early

19th century. The Parkstone History Society decided to investigate and

turned up a picture of the farm. They established that the previous

owners included a William Soul, who was an important figure in

Victorian times in Broadstone. The farm  changed hands many times,

and seems to have been a dairy farm at one point as well as an hotel. 

The most interesting aspect however might be the air raid shelter

which is shown on the plans as being part of the farm.  Poole was a

target for German air attacks in the war and the farmer may have converted one of his farm buildings

into a shelter, or built a shelter from scratch.

A full scale geophysical survey, helped by a team of archaeologists from Bournemouth University, is

planned for the spring term. If the survey shows that there is evidence of remains under the fields then

a proper professional excavation will begin in the summer term, helped by University students,  but

staffed mainly by volunteers from Parkstone school.  Years 8-13 will be involved and will be trained in

basic archaeological techniques. 

This promises to be an exciting project which we hope will tell us more about the history of the

school and the heath on which it was built. 

The History Society
would like to appeal to
anyone who knows
anything about Nags
Head Farm to contact
the school, perhaps
your grandparents
stayed there, or drank
at the pub, perhaps
they even remember
the air raid shelter
itself? It may be that
people have old
photographs of the
farm which would help
us to locate the
remains.  Please
contact the History
Society at the
Parkstone school address. 
You can also see a film telling the story of the investigation so far on youtube. Go to the following link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=px5VBopbvE8&feature=youtu.be

Nags Head Farm
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Parkstone Guard of HonourParkstone Guard of Honour
The eight of us were selected to represent PGS for our contribution to sport and our ages range from 13-18 years. We all gave
our input and designed a banner to cheer on the teams on the day.  We were helped by Andrea Hook from the Art Department
during our weekly meetings leading up to ‘Guard of Honour’ day and later by Miss Batley.
This gave us a chance to bond as a group and organise hoodies for our once in a lifetime
opportunity! We learnt about Syria, our designated country, and added “welcome” to our
banner in Arabic, whilst consuming a variety of foods Syrian people might eat!

Accompanied by Mrs Salt and Mrs Wheatley, we began our journey hyper-excited and
loud which is exactly how the rest of the day went!  We had a tour of the Olympic Park
before we lined the route that the athletes took before entering the stadium. Some

highlights from the day were:- ‘high
fiving’ Usain Bolt, playing ‘Heads or
Tails’ with Zoe Salmon in the
Handball Arena, meeting Tom Daley
and Sir Chris Hoy and getting them
to sign faces, arms and books and
receiving pin badges from the
athletes as they walked past. The
atmosphere as Team GB went past
and everyone cheering was amazing
and it was closely matched by our group singing while running all the way to the
tube station on the way home! 

We made it to the last train by the skin of our teeth and got back to
Bournemouth around 3.00 am after the most incredible and unique experience.
Everyone still reminisces on the fabulous memories and how much fun we had
- we didn’t stop laughing all day!”

By Sophie Coombes, Olivia Hunter, Lauren Lydiatt, Sophie Rogers, Rosie Watkins, Sarah Clarke, Darshni Pandya
and Isla Marsh (Years 8-13)

PARKSTONE & LONDON 2012PARKSTONE & LONDON 2012
The excitement of the London Olympics well and truly reached Parkstone last summer with students - past and present - and staff
being involved in the actual games.  We were very proud indeed.  Below are reports on the school’s involvement.

PARKSTONE OLYMPIC TORCH BEARERSPARKSTONE OLYMPIC TORCH BEARERS
It was both a proud moment indeed when two Parkstone students were
chosen to be Olympic torch bearers.. Vicky Olive and Rowan Findler were
selected amongst hundreds of applications to carry the Torch within the
area.
On completion of her torch relay Vicky returned to school with the torch –
a very exciting time for both students and staff with many having their photo
taken with the torch and torch bearer.

Rowan Findler has shared her experience with us :

It was such an honour to be chosen as a London 2012 Olympic Torchbearer.
I was so excited when I got through the first round of the selection process
- this had been a “lucky dip” type allocation.  Then I was so lucky to progress
through the other rounds and I was totally shocked when I found out I had
been chosen, thinking that there must be so many other deserving people
within our communities.

The atmosphere on the day was incomprehensible and I couldn’t quite
believe how many people had flocked to the streets to watch the event -
including 3 different schools and members of the armed forces from the
nearby Bovington Camp.    I greeted the two other torchbearers running in
Wool and as our base for the day was one of the first schools, we were able
to go into the classrooms to talk about why we had been given the honour
of Torchbearer.  

After my run with the Torch I was presented with a bouquet of flowers from
the people of Wool  which was an extremely lovely gesture and I have since been back and planted a “Torch Tree” for them to
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee and London 2012.  

Some concerns I had had before the day are now more amusing than I previously thought - my run being on Friday 13th my friends
had provided  me confidence that they would laugh if my hair was to catch on fire!  
All together the experience was incredibly memorable and I certainly will  not forget about the amazing day that I had.



PARKSTONE OLYMPIANSPARKSTONE OLYMPIANS
As a school we were very proud of our Olympians, Lucy Wicks (Volleyball), Zara Dampney (Beach Volleyball) and Kate
MacGregor (Sailing).  Parkstone Grammar School was mentioned on the Olympic commentary of the Beach Volleyball – a very
proud moment indeed!
As a school, Parkstone “adopted” Lucy, donating proceeds from fundraising events to the GB Women’s Programme and in return
Lucy sent regular newsletters allowing us to follow her journey as she prepared for the games.  Here is Lucy’s final newsletter,
reporting on her Olympic Games experience.

Last summer was, without doubt, the highlight of my sporting career to date. I think for any athlete to be
able to compete at an Olympics is a huge honour, but to do it on home soil in front of a sell-out home crowd
is something very special.  I thought I would share with you one of my most cherished memories of the
Games.
Our second game was arguably the most important game of volleyball I have ever played. We were up
against Algeria, ranked 16th in the World to our 69th.  It was the game we had marked as the one to win -
and the game that would put us in contention for a quarter final spot.  It was the final match of the day - due
to start at 10pm.  As we warmed up on the preparation courts, we were notified that the game before us had
gone to 5 sets, which unfortunately meant our start time would be delayed. This was a nerve-wracking time,
because we didn’t know exactly what time we would get onto court.  Preparations became slightly altered,
having to fill time: we didn’t want to do too much, but we had to make sure we stayed warm and ready to
play.  Eventually that time came. We were marched out into the cauldron of home support. The first ball was
served at 10.45pm … we were off!  We let the pressure get to us a little and we found ourselves in a fight
through the net.  With the scores level at 2 sets all, it was down to a fifth and final set, first to 15 points. During our summer of preparation
matches, we were lucky enough to have come out on top in every single 5 set match that we had played. This was in our favour and it
was our Libero, Maria Bertelli, who reminded us of this as we lined up to start the 5th set.  We hadn’t lost a 5 set match all summer, so
we were not going to lose this one.  The rest is history … literally!
In that last set we went out firing. We showed superiority in spirit and in skill. And at 12.37am on Tuesday 31st July 2012 we won the match
3-2. We had done what nobody believed we could do. We had won a match at the Olympic Games - the first ever GB indoor volleyball
team to win a game at an Olympics.  It was a momentous occasion and despite it being so late so many people stayed to see it happen.
I had so many mixed emotions after that game - joy at our first ever Olympic win, but also disappointment with my performance during
the game.  However, as soon as I saw my family and the excitement and the joy in all their faces, the magnitude of what we had actually
achieved hit me.  All the sacrifice and hard work over the last 7 years was worthwhile just to share this win with them. After all, its not just
me who has made the many sacrifices over these past few years, they have too - and it was amazing to get this result for them. It was a
win against all odds and a win that so many people didn’t think we could achieve.  We had made history.  We had won a match at the
Olympic Games.”

PARKSTONE GAMESMAKERS
Parkstone was also represented as Gamesmakers – Claire Bird and
David Goldsmith were resident Gamesmakers and both report the
experience to have been “out of this world”.

Claire was based at the stadium
and assisted on the warm-up track.
She said that it was an absolutely
wonderful experience. Her position
allowed her to watch and chat with
the athletes as they prepared for
their events - and pick up a few tips
for the school’s athletes too. As can
be seen from the photographs,
Claire met some pretty famous
athletes!

David was a Gamesmaker in Transport
driving members of the 'Olympic Family'
in the official BMWs. He told us “I had an
absolutely amazing Olympics - it felt
great just to play a tiny part of it, and to
experience the massive feel-good effect
in London during the games.

Some of the highlights were getting to
meet other Gamesmakers from all walks
of life; meeting Olympic officials, coaches,
sponsors and even the odd athlete on my
driving duties; giving a lift to 4 of the USA
Mens Rowing Eight on their way to a
party; and just hanging out in the
Olympic Park in the glorious weather
between my shifts and on my days off.”
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MOTHER HENMOTHER HEN
Young enterprise is a scheme where teams of young people create a business, and then compete against other

teams around Europe. My team is called Mother Hen and we are based at Barclays Bank.  

We are making hampers of locally sourced produce, ‘with
love from Dorset’. We currently have a classic hamper
which includes ginger beer, apple cake, cheese crackers
and Chococo chocolate bu�ons; and a Valen�ne Day
hamper which included marshmallows, chocolate bu�ons,
hot chocolate and biscuits. We also have plans for Mother’s
Day, Easter and summer barbecue hampers, and hope in
the future to take our hamper to other coun�es. 

Recently a number of teams in Dorset competed in a
‘Dragons Den’ compe��on where we pitched in front of a
number of investors who each had £50 to invest in
companies they thought had poten�al. It was quite nerve-
racking as many of them were successful entrepreneurs,
and we were asked a number of ques�ons and had to think
quickly on our feet. We had to prepare our presenta�on in advance and make sure that we had sound knowledge of
all the financial figures and sta�s�cs for any ques�ons that may be asked. However, all the prepara�on paid off as we
received investment of £50 which we plan to use towards the adver�sing and marke�ng of our company. The
experience was very useful and we were given feedback by members of a public speaking club 

ANNA CAMPBELL

QUANTUMQUANTUM
Young Enterprise is a scheme to give young people a broader
understanding of what’s involved in star�ng up their own
business. Quantum is based at JP Morgan in Bournemouth and
members are from a range of schools in the local area. These
include Parkstone students Georgia Ivey (Managing Director),
Harriet Salmon (Finance Director) and Lauren Webster (Human
Resources). Their product, HandyMan is an innova�ve phone
holder for use in the car aimed at helping busy people on the go. 

Quantum has recently been successful at a ‘Dragon’s Den’
compe��on made up of local businessmen, in which it secured
£75 worth of funding. Our company ethos is to offer high quality
products which are both func�onal and fun. If you want to help
Quantum in the development process of its product or purchase

shares in the company, please feel free to visit its Facebook page Quantum YE. 

Harriet Salmon
Year 12
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Young Enterprise is the United Kingdom's largest business and enterprise

education charity. Its mission statement is "to inspire and equip young people to learn and succeed

through enterprise." Its guiding principle is to do this through 'learning by doing.' 

The scheme offers young people between the ages of 15 and 19 an exciting way of making the

difficult transition from school to work.  It does this by providing senior pupils or recent school-

leavers with the opportunity of operating a real-life industrial enterprise, a scale-model company,

with real problems, real solutions, real failures and real successes.  It is a part-time activity for about nine months, from autumn to

early summer.  Participation is entirely voluntary, quite distinct and apart from school work or vocational training. 

Below are reports from two students telling of their experience:



INDIEBEESINDIEBEES
With four months of hard work behind us, as IndieBees we were on our way to the final of
the Enterprise and Skills Company Challenge at the Premier Inn, Bournemouth.  
On arriving at the hotel it was clear to us that this was a very formal event, with everyone
in black �es and dresses.   Most of us felt slightly out of place as we were in bright colours!
However that was the least of our worries - with a series of interviews with various judges
as well as a presenta�on in front of around 300 people all to come I think I can safely say
we were all very nervous. With each team member being called for formal interviews at
different �mes and no clear schedule, the tension was rising as no one really knew what
was going to happen next!  

When all of the interviews were complete, the public began arriving
and in the space of an hour a room fit for around 150 people had
300 in it! A short while later the doors were opened and we were
let into the presenta�on room. One by one each team was lead into
the room by their MD-  almost like a red carpet entrance!  We found
out that we were fourth in line to give our presenta�on, something
we were pleased about as we didn’t have too long to wait.  
However all too quickly we heard Heather Small’s ‘proud’ blas�ng
out the speakers
and we knew it
was �me for our
presenta�on.
Four of us walked

up to the microphones and a�er a shaky first few words, we all got
the hang of it and became a lot more relaxed and even began
enjoying ourselves!  
For us, the worst part of the evening was then over and we could
properly enjoy ourselves and a�er a ‘healthy’ dinner of sausage
rolls, breaded mushrooms and a spring roll here and there, it was
�me for the awards. A�er a fair few of them had gone, it began to
look like we weren’t going to get anything, un�l the Eco Award was
announced and they called out our name! We were all very shocked (mainly because we had wasted quite a lot of
material at the beginning!) but when we went up to collect our award, Enterprise and Skills couldn’t find it! Despite

this we carried on with our evening in a celebratory mood as we
had won something! 
A�er Best Secretary, Best Finance Director and Best Managing
Director had all gone, the final four awards were going to be
announced. We all waited pa�ently to find out who had won these
awards.   Then ‘Outstanding Contribu�on’ was announced and we
were so excited when Maddy Cullen, our MD and Finance Director
was pronounced as the winner!  
We all really enjoyed the evening and the whole experience. We
learned a lot from it and have learnt some valuable business and
communica�on skills that we will all use no ma�er which career
path we choose to take, and in my opinion that was four months
well spent! 

Maddy Cullen 10K
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THE ENTERPRISE AND SKILLS COMPANY
PROGRAMME CHALLENGE is run by the Enterprise and Skills

Company.  It offers students of all year groups and academic abilities, from

all social and economic backgrounds, the opportunity to experience an

extensive range of enterprise and work related activities providing hands on practice prior to leaving school

Students engage in the management and running of their own business selling REAL products, to REAL people

for REAL money.



6

Christine Mwende
Founder of Jambo Jipya Project

Long jump at the Mini Olympics Day

Trophy Presentation

A Happy Medal Winner

The Younger Children Enjoying the Long Jump Pit

Staff and students in their Jambo Jipya polo shirts

Slime Racing!



YOUTH SPEAKSYOUTH SPEAKS
In February the Senior Public Speaking Team enjoyed success
when they participated in the Rotary Youth Speaks Competition
at Bournemouth School for Girls. Rebecca Howarth, Honey
Sawyer and Sophie Nash achieved a wonderful second place
talking about 'The Sliding Doors of History'.  As the main speaker
Rebecca delivered her speech with great enthusiasm and skill;
talking for 6 minutes, without notes, to a large audience and a
judging panel. The entire team were a credit to the school.
Rebecca has kindly written an article, telling us of her
experience:
At the beginning of this term, Mrs Partridge approached me
with the proposition of joining the Public Speaking Club.  I’d
done a lot of public speaking in the past and so the idea
appealed to me instantly.  The content of the speech was to be
‘something  I am passionate about’ and with previous talks I had done, having more of a specific title or question to answer,  the broad
description of ‘anything I was passionate about’ was initially a challenge to write.  I spent over a week brain storming all ideas of things
I strongly believe in, and after ruling out anything relating to ‘cake’ I decided to speak about Virtual History (a type of history looking
at ‘what if’ questions) and in particular, President John Kennedy’s assassination.  I then put together a rough draft of the speech and
after touching up the rough edges, showed it to Mrs Partridge. 
The other two members of our Senior Public Speaking Team were Honey Sawyer, the Chairperson, and Sophie Nash, the Voter of
Thanks.  Honey had the difficult job of making sure the presentation went smoothly, including welcoming and thanking the audience,
introducing our team and rephrasing the question directed about our speech.  Sophie then closed the proceedings brilliantly, making
the audience think about what they had heard and making the speech really relevant to everyone’s lives.  We worked together
perfectly as a team, and were afterwards congratulated on the smoothness of our presentation due to our good team work. 
The competition was at Bournemouth School for Girls, and we were competing against 4 other teams from BSG, Corfe Hills and
Twynham.  After all the presentations the judges left to collaborate their ideas and we talked to the other teams, particularly
congratulating one of the Twynham teams who gave an emotional presentation on Abuse via Social Networking Sites.  The results
were then given, and we achieved the incredible position of second place.  Our team had said before the presentation that the
results did not matter and we were entering more for the experience – how often do you have a room full of people who have to listen
to you speak?! And so to be rewarded with second place was an extra bonus to the experience. 
This opportunity has opened all of our eyes and made all three of us feel more confident in speaking in public, something which will
come in useful in later life and I strongly urge you to take part in any similar experience in the future, as you will be rewarded with
skills you cannot buy!  All three of us would like to thank Mrs Partridge for not only getting our team together, but the countless
lunchtimes we spent practising and giving up her free time on a Tuesday evening to come and support us; we couldn’t have done it
without her!  And finally, I would like to personally thank Honey and Sophie: you couldn’t ask for better team mates and the main
reason for our success in the competition was down to our brilliant bonding as a team

ICELANDIC CHILL
The Iceland trip this October was particularly
successful - despite the rather inclement weather!.
We landed in 35 m/second winds and a chill of
-15oC. These conditions carried on through the first
icy day, visiting the mid-Atlantic ridge and some
distinctly frozen waterfalls. The hot steaming
geysers were a welcoming relief. Day 3 brought
exceptionally good weather. We took jeeps two
thirds of the way up the Heckla Volcano and could
see halfway across Iceland and past lava fields from
the volcano which erupts apparently every 10 years.  After this it rained persistently for
the remainder of the trip! 

We persevered with our damp itinerary, punctuating it with hot chocolate where possible
and consoling ourselves in the
geothermally heated outdoor hot tubs
in the evening.

Our Icelandic hosts were even kind
enough to provide the staff with a

sheep’s head for dinner on the last night! A fine Icelandic tradition; however I
secretly wished I hadn’t asked about the sheep’s head paté in the supermarket
the previous day, which sparked the “eating sheep’s head“ conversation and led
to such kindness from our hosts!

MISS FORSTER
Photographs kindly submitted by Rachel Howarth - Year 13
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONFERENCE ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONFERENCE 
Stuck the whole day with English language geeks? Being talked at by some of the biggest names in linguistics across the country?
Count me in!

Prof. Ron Carter from Nottingham University took to the stage first, lecturing about the British National Corpus, a collection of all
the words that have ever been spoken – 100 million. The Corpus can be used to see how frequently each word is used in spoken
English, which is drastically different to how frequently the same words are written.

The second speaker, Dr Marcello Giovanni, is a Chief Examiner for our A Level with AQA.  He presented an extremely useful approach
to pattern recognition and how to break expected linguistic norms and conventions in our writing.

After break we met the Chair of Applied Linguistics at Middlesex University, Dr Sylvia Shaw. She explained how patriarchy affects
language today in the House of Commons. Sounds boring, but she showed us some videos of MPs squabbling like 3 year olds and we
just had to giggle.

Then, my friends, we met the academic equivalent of a Greek God. He rose to the stage to a standing ovation, holding two fingers
signing peace above his snow-white beard. It was of course, Prof. David Crystal. He chatted
to us like he’s a teenager too, which is the same way he writes his brilliant text books. Crystal
doesn’t need slide-shows, because his speech alone is so attention-grabbing. He explained
to us the rise and fall of prescriptivism (when a style of language is upheld over everyday
language), details of which I still remember because I couldn’t help listening so intently.
Contrary to prescriptivism, he thinks texting improves literacy and it shows how intelligent
teenagers really are (although Mr Farbridge, our Language teacher, definitely does not
agree). I’d just been set an essay on texting, so I felt like he’d almost written it for me. After
his speech he took our questions. One student asked about Michael Gove’s obsession with
grammar.  Crystal said he couldn’t tell us what he really thought, not in front of such a young
audience, but did go on to say that he had been asked to advise the Education Select
Committee on the teaching of Standard English vocabulary and grammar.

On the way out, Crystal was swamped by students asking for his autograph, to sign their
book or to have a picture with him. I walked past smugly, since I’d already bought ‘A Little
Book of Language’ and had it signed during lunch. I’ve barely peeked my nose out of it since.

KELDA LEEVERS - Year 13
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JESS’S WW1 PROJECT WINNER!
Year 11 student Jessica Elms recently achieved first prize when she submi�ed a a project on her
great grandfather's service in the First World War in a compe��on run by the Western Front
Associa�on (Dorset and Wiltshire Branch).  Jess was inspired to research her great-grandfather’s
service in the First World War as an engineer tunnelling under German lines following a visit to
his grave and many of the sites where he served on the History Department Ba�lefields 2012
trip last March

Jess is photographed at the prize giving ceremony at Pimperne Village Hall (near Blandford).

The PSA are con�nuing with their hard work and efforts to raise funds for the
school.  The Christmas Raffle was a resounding success, raising nearly £2000 for
school funds.  The star prize of an iPad3 was won by Louise Ball - who only bought
the one �cket!  How lucky!

FUTURE EVENTS
FAMILY QUIZ 
Friday 22 March - 7.00 pm start.  Tickets are now available.
CAR BOOT SALE
Sunday 21 April at the school.  Sellers from 9.00am and buyers from 10.00am.
Finally the PSA members are very proud to announce that they are nearly ready to
hand over funds for the new mini bus  and would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who has supported them. 

BOOK CLUBBOOK CLUB
24 Year 8, 9 and
10 girls shadowed
the Carnegie
Awards last year.
For the second
year running the
group correctly
identified the
winner, ‘A
Monster Calls’ by
Patrick Ness (a truly stunning and highly
emotional read).  This is also the second
year running that Patrick Ness has won the
award.

Carnegie has now been developed into a
weekly Book Club for dedicated readers at
Parkstone.  We meet every Friday in the
Library to share cakes and discuss literature
(students are either given a copy of the
same text to read, or different texts are
grouped thematically).  The resulting
discussion is really of the highest order,
reflecting the ability of our students to
approach literature form an analytical and
evaluative viewpoint.

Prof David Crystal



SCIENCE CLUB!SCIENCE CLUB!
The ever popular Science Club is enjoying great success, with
students enjoying projects such as Slime Racing and Egg Geodes.

Science Club is held on Tuesdays Week B in Chem 3 at 1.30-2pm.
All Years 8 and 9 students are most welcome - so please feel free to
come along.

Theatre Productions Bring Languages to LifeTheatre Productions Bring Languages to Life
Onatti Productions is a theatre company that specialises in plays for

language learners and visits schools all over the country.

The company write its own plays and they are acted out by native actors

from France, Spain and Germany.   The scripts are carefully devised to

contain a lot of vocabulary that the audience will have met in class.

Delivery is slow and clear and there is a good deal of repetition and

very effective use of gesture and props to aid comprehension.

Spanish students in Years 8, 9 and 10 recently enjoyed a visit from Onatti

who performed a play in Spanish entitled “El campamento” – the

campsite.  The play was excellent and even the Year 8 students, with just

over a term’s worth of Spanish behind them, managed to follow the

action and the plot, enjoying the performance.

Onatti visited the school again, this time to perform a play in German

“Nichts zum Anziehen”- Nothing to Wear.  Once again, the use of

vocabulary and topics relevant to the audience allowed the students to

be fully involved in the performance.

Specialist SchoolsSpecialist Schools

UK LINGUISTICS OLYMPIAD
For a fourth successive year Parkstone is entering students in
Years 8, 10 and 12 for the Linguis�cs Olympiad. Four girls are
taking part from each tutor group in Years 8 (Founda�on Level)

and 10 (Intermediate Level), all nominated by their language teachers. All our
Language Prefects will be compe�ng as well.
Cherbourg Twinning Associa�on “journée de la femme” funded conference
We are delighted that we have received funding from the Poole-Cherbourg Twinning
Associa�on to take our Sixth Form French students to Cherbourg on March 22nd.
This is a trip funded by the Twinning Associa�on, which will see the students meet
Sixth Form students from Cherbourg to talk about women’s’ issues and rights in
2013.
It is excellent news that we have been awarded this funding, and we look forward
to par�cipa�ng in this pres�gious event, which will include a conference and
interviews with other students.
Our thanks to the Twinning Associa�on, who have been real supporters of our links

A Taste of Italian

All Year 9 students have now had the
opportunity to learn some Italian during their
language lessons. 

The lessons have been well received and
have allowed the students to make a more
informed choice about their options at GCSE
and also to give them experience of learning
a language from “scratch”. 
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Slime Racing!



CROSS COUNTRY
Parkstone has enjoyed great success in cross country this season
ENGLISH SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
In thefirst round of this compe�on both the Junior and Intermediate teams excelled both
achieving 1st place!  In the following regional round, again both teams performed
excep�onally well against tough compe��on.  The Junior team a�ained 4th posi�on, with
Beth Bickel winning the overall Individual event, and the Intermediate team gaining 3rd place.
This success resulted in the Intermediate team qualifying for the Na�onal Finals in Bolton.
Here, against very tough opposi�on, they gained 20th place.
The proud runners are pictured right
PEDSSA CROSS COUNTRY LEAGUE
Throughout the races,  Emma Mar�n achieved much success and went on to win the Junior League and Alex Phillips
won the Intermediate League.  The Junior Team also won the overall Team �tle.  
LEWESTON RELAYS
The Junior teams also enjoyed success at the Leweston Relays when they again achieved 1st and 2nd places.
Individual medals were awarded to Bess Bickel – 1st and Amelia Davis - 2nd.
KEN BAILEY CROSS COUNTRY 
At the Ken Bailey Cross Country Races the Intermediate Team had a fantas�c race, achieving 1st place.  
DORSET COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS
At the DCC Emma Mar�n and Amelia Davis achieved fantas�c results, gaining and 5th and 12th places respec�vely in the Junior Compe��on. In the
Intermediate race Alex Phillips and Phoebe Bendall again achieve great success, a�aining 5th and 9th respec�vely.
We wish Amelia and Alex every success at the English Schools Championships later this month.

SportSport

SWIMMING
The Intermediate
Swimming Team had
great success at the
English Schools
Swimming Associa�on
Na�onal Finals last
term.
The team gained 5th
place in the Freestyle
relay – an amazing
achievement against
the specialist swimming
colleges such as Millfield that were also compe�ng.
The team, consis�ng of Victoria Joy, Inez Griffin, Emily Clarke, Jade
Norman and Alisha Mckirdy, also came 10th in the Medley relay.  

ROWING
Parkstone’s rowers have been
working hard and performing
well.
The school team recently won
the first round of a local
competition and they now go
forward to represent the
school  at the Dorset Games
later this month.  
We wish them every success.

Cricket 
The U15 team

performed well in the

Indoor County Cricket

Finals this month.  

In a tough tournament,

the team achieved a

magnificent 3rd place

overall, with a

convincing victory over

St Aldhelm’s Academy

but narrowingly losing

to Ferndown Upper

School.

Sailing SquadSailing Squad
The sailing talents of 4 Parkstone
sailors have been noticed and they have
been selected for the Royal Yachting
Association UK Youth/Junior Squad.

Sisters Rosie, Midge and Anna Watkins
together with Kirsten Glen were
recognised for their performance and
selected to a programme of training
and competition over a period of
several years. The programme
establishes the students status as
National Squad sailors who, it is hoped,
will represent Great Britain at major
international events. 
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JENNY’S TAEKWONDO TALENTS 
Year 12 student Jennifer Marjason has been selected for
the Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme, recognising her
skills in Taekwondo.
The TASS helps talented athletes to shine in educa�on and

sport by giving them the support they need to excel in both aspects.
Support is offered in many forms including sports coaching,
physiotherapy, educa�onal support and access to the TASS medical
programme.

DORSET GAMESDORSET GAMES
Parkstone students will be attending the Dorset Games at Canford
School later this month.
The school will be represented not only in the sporting events but also
a number of Parkstone’s senior students will be an integral part of the
organising team.  They will be assisting with such roles as supporting
the athletes, media and other aspects of organising the event.  
The school is very proud of its versatile students and their willingness
to support their interests in many different ways.

NETBALLNETBALL
Congratula�ons to Parkstone netballers who have been
performing well this season :
*  U18 are County and regional finalists
*  U16 achieved 4th place at the Poole and E Dorset tournament 
* U14 also achieved 4th place at the Poole and E Dorset
tournament
*  U13 – 5 teams of Year 8 travelled to took part in a “busy” fixture
at Poole High School, with some wins and some losses!
*  U15 are Poole and E Dorset Champions.  We wish them well at
the county finals later this month. 

Laura’s Biathlon
Success
Year 12 student Laura Chitty has
excelled in the Biathlon event.

After coming 8th at the National
Semifinals held at Millfield School in
January, Laura has now qualified for
the National Schools’ biathlon
Championships later this month.

A wonderful achievement!


