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Dear Student  
 
Year 8 is a very important year for you as this is the first time that you will get the 

opportunity to make real choices about your future studies.   

 

During the Spring Term you will be asked to make your Key Stage 4 choices.  This booklet 

provides you with information and advice that you will need when making these important 

decisions.  

 

I hope your choices will be made after informed discussions with your parents and subject 

staff.  There is plenty of time available and Form Tutors, Mrs Partridge (Head of Year 8),      

Mr Hallsworth, Mr Scopes, Miss Willis, Ms Allner our Careers Advisor and I are all happy to 

help. 

 

 

 

 
 

Tracy Harris 
Headteacher  
 
  

KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS 
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* This is a survey of possible choices and is used for timetable planning. 
 
** These are the final choices and used for designing option blocks for the school 
timetable.  If a student’s choices cannot be timetabled parents of the student concerned 
will be informed by letter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Tuesday 29 November 2016  Year 8 Options Evening 

Thursday 1 December 2016  PSHE - Making Good Choices 

Week beginning Monday             
12 December 2016 

 Year 8 Grade Card 

Thursday 12 January 2017  Meet Year 11 PSHE  

Thursday 12 January 2017  Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

*Thursday 19 January 2017  Initial Key Stage 4 Choices 

**Wednesday 22 February 2017  Final Key Stage 4 Choices Made 

TIMETABLE OF EVENTS 
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We hope that at Parkstone Grammar School we offer a curriculum for all our students in 
Key Stage 4 where they have opportunities to learn in ways that motivate and engage 
them, and through hard work position themselves for success in life. 
 
The aim of our curriculum is to combine breadth of study, with more flexibility, enabling 
students to tailor their academic study to their educational needs and aptitudes.  When 
students begin to contemplate their transition into Key Stage 4 they will have many 
choices to make in the routes they follow. 
 

♦ Learning Pathways at Parkstone 
 

THE COMPULSORY CURRICULUM 
 
All students will take the following to GCSE level: 
 
English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Science (this will lead to awards in the three Separate Sciences) 

 
There is a strong ethos at the school that not only are we concerned with the academic 
progress of students but also their holistic development as participants within a rapidly 
changing world.  We believe it is important for all young people to understand and explore 
their own moral and spiritual values as well as those of others.  They should also have 
opportunity to undertake extended physical exercise as well as become responsible 
citizens within society.  Throughout Key Stage 4 there are plenty of opportunities to 
explore the world of work including work experience.  Students will also be able to 
consider the options open to them post 16. 
 
So in addition all students will have: 
 
Religious Education 

Physical Education 

Personal, Social and Health Education – this includes Careers and Citizenship 

Personalised Learning – This will include a range of activities that help support the 
students in their wider studies, particularly with helping them to adapt to GCSE study. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CURRICULUM 
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THE OPTIONAL CURRICULUM 

 
This is where students make choices about what they will be learning at Key Stage 4.  We 
offer a wide range of GCSEs to cater for the differing interests and abilities of all students.   
 
Students are asked to pick four subjects and a reserve from the following list.  They are 
recommended to ensure a breadth of choice, whilst at the same time considering their future 
career paths. 
 

GCSE Level 
Art 

Astronomy 
Business  

Computer Science 
Design & Technology  

Drama 
Economics 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
French 

Geography 
German 
History 
Italian 
Music 

Physical Education 
Religion and Philosophy 

Spanish 
 
We allow free choice with the following restriction: 
 
1) You may only choose one of either Business Studies or Economics. 

 
English Baccalaureate 
 
Students are strongly advised to take one language and one humanities subject (either 
History or Geography) plus two other subjects. This will allow them to achieve the English 
Baccalaureate. 
This pathway may not be suitable for all students and should be discussed carefully to ensure 
future career paths or subject combinations will not be closed. 
Students can take more than one language and more than one humanities subject. We 
recommend breadth and creativity so including an arts, vocational or creative option would 
be recommended. 
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PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 

 

GCSEs are externally assessed by examinations at the end of the course in the summer of         
Year 11.  The specific details of these examinations will be published later, as the new 
specifications for GCSE become available. 
 
It is important to note that students will participate in some practical examinations in certain 
subjects if chosen by them.  These will be those subjects where the practical application of 
some skills are central to the nature of the subject.  Such subjects are likely to include 
Physical Education, Drama and Music. 
 
The nature of the GCSE means that these practical examinations can be placed at any point 
from Year 9 - Year 11 and subjects will timetable sessions at the optimum time to maximise 
students’ achievement. 
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When choosing your options, you will need to give careful consideration to which subjects 
you enjoy the best and where your strengths lie.  

Your teachers will be able to help you with this; so don’t forget to ask them how they feel 
you are getting on in your studies.  Grade Cards will also provide you with additional 
information.  Before you make your final choices you will have had many opportunities to 
discuss the options open to you and to listen to the advice of others.  

However, it is important that the final decision is yours.  You should pick the subjects that 
you feel you will enjoy the most and that will enable you to follow any career aspirations 
that you may have.  Don’t be tempted just to choose the subjects that your friends or 
relatives think you should study.  You should aim to maintain a broad and balanced 
curriculum. 

For many students and parents the choice is often simple and straightforward.  For others 
the choices may be more difficult to make.  We therefore offer an opportunity, if needed, 
for students and parents to discuss their choices with a member of the Leadership Group 
who will be able to provide advice and guidance where necessary.  Members of the 
Leadership Group will be available from 3.30 pm until 5.30 pm during the week beginning 
Monday 6 February 2017.  A letter will be sent home nearer the time so that you can make 
an appointment. 

 

At the back of this booklet is a form for you to indicate which subjects you are choosing. 

 

** This form will need to be handed in by Wednesday 22 February 2017 at the latest ** 

 

We aim to arrange the timetable to give maximum choice and each year the majority of 
students do get to study their first choice subjects. 

 
However we cannot guarantee that we can offer you your first choice of subjects. This may 
be due to one of the following reasons: 

 
 

a) The demand for a course is insufficient and we may not be able to run it. 

b) Some combinations of subjects may not be possible to timetable. 

c) The demand for a course is such that there is insufficient staffing 
available and we will need to limit the number of groups being taught. 

In such cases we will place students in their reserve subject choice and inform you of this 
change.  

CHOOSING YOUR KEY STAGE 4 
OPTIONS 
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In Key Stage 4 English lessons, students are prepared for both English Language and 
English Literature GCSEs.   During Year 9 students will begin the new GCSE course by 
focusing on GCSE style tasks and activities to develop the skills required, through study 
and analysis of a range of non-fiction texts, developing imaginative and accurate 
creative writing responses, and preparing for a formal speaking and listening 
presentation. 
 
 

♦ Description of Subject - GCSE English Language 
 

For English Language, students read and develop skills for imaginative, personal and 
critical responses to a range of different literary and non-fiction texts covering the 19th, 
20th and 21st Century time periods.  The ability to write clearly, coherently and 
accurately using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures is also an important aspect of the course. 
 

GCSE English Language grades are based on assessment by examinations at the end of the course. 
 

Speaking and Listening skills are also taught and assessed as part of GCSE English Language.  These help 
students to develop effective interaction in discussions and plan effectively for different purposes and 
audiences in making presentations, speeches and responding appropriately to any questions and feedback.  
Speaking and Listening are assessed by teachers in school and receive a separate grade on the GCSE 
certificate. 
 

 

♦ Examination Details - GCSE English Language 
 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
Reading Paper 25% 
Writing Paper 25% 
 
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
Reading Paper 25% 
Writing Paper 25% 
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♦ What you will do 

 
 
 

 

 Study a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th 
and 21st centuries. 
 

 Analyse how writers use language and structure to create different 
effects for their readers. 

 

 Use your knowledge to improve and develop your own writing for 
different purposes and audiences. 

 

 Complete speaking and listening assignments. 
 

 Learn skills and techniques that will prepare you for the examinations 
 

 
 
 

 

    

  ♦ Board : AQA ♦ Specification : 8700 

  

ENGLISH 
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♦ Description of Subject - GCSE English Literature 
 
 

During Year 9 students will develop the critical skills required for the new GCSE 
course through study of a novel, or a modern or Shakespearean play, and learning 
how to respond to ‘unseen’ poetry. 
 

For English Literature, students learn to respond with sensitivity and perception to a 
variety of classic and modern writers, including drama, poetry and prose by writers 
ranging from Shakespeare to 21st Century. 
 

GCSE English Literature grades are based on assessment by examinations at the end 
of the course. 
 
 

♦ Examination Details - GCSE English Literature 
 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel 
 

1 hour 45 minutes 
Written Paper 40% 
 
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 
   

2 hours 15 minutes 
Written Paper 60% 
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 ♦ What you will do 
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 ♦ What you will do 
    Texts studied will include: 

 
 
  Study a range of literature texts from the 

19th, 20th and 21st Centuries. 
 

 Study poetry, prose and drama texts. 
 

 Analyse themes, characters and 
structure of texts. 

 

 Learn skills and techniques to help you 
prepare for the exam. 

 Shakespeare: ‘Macbeth’; ‘The Tempest’; 
‘Romeo and Juliet’; ‘The Merchant of Venice’; 
‘Much Ado about Nothing’ 
 

 19th Century novels: ‘A Christmas Carol’; 
‘Frankenstein’; ‘Pride and Prejudice’; ‘Dr  Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde’ 
 

 Modern Texts: ‘Animal Farm’; ‘An Inspector 
Calls’; ‘Lord of the Flies’; ‘DNA’ 
 

 Poetry: Love and Relationships Poetry; Power 
and Conflict Poetry 
 

 
 
 

 

      

  ♦ Board :  AQA ♦ Specification :  8702 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Student Comments  : 

“English helps to develop your writing skills and gives you a sound basis for other subjects.” 
“Presentations to the class gave me loads of confidence.” 
“The variety of texts really broadens your horizons.” 
“We get plenty of support and guidance.” 
“Role play, hot-seating and seeing a live performance at the Lighthouse really brought the play to life 
for me.” 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

The new Mathematics GCSE has been designed to develop both a deep and 
a broad mathematical understanding.  It will provide all students with 
greater coverage of key areas such as ratio, proportion and rates of change 
and require them to apply their knowledge and reasoning to provide clear 
mathematical arguments.  It will focus on ensuring that every student 
masters the fundamental mathematics that is required for further 
education and future careers.  It will provide greater challenge for the most 
able students by thoroughly testing their understanding of the 
mathematical knowledge needed for higher level study and careers in 
mathematics, the sciences and computing. 
 

Mathematics lies at the heart of the educational process and it comes as no surprise that both universities and 
employers place great importance on a high grade in the subject.  At a basic level it provides the numeracy so essential 
to modern day life but there is so much more to the subject than just that.   
 

Above all Mathematics is about problem solving.  It develops the ability to tackle complex problems with logic, 
precision, creativity and clarity of expression - and with such transferable skills we shall be opening doors to future 
opportunities in many fields.   
 

Which other subject gives you that wonderful thrill when you finally spot the way to answer a problem, or suddenly 
understand something that you thought was totally beyond you yesterday?  What other area provides you with a 
universal language to understand, interpret and predict both the motion of the universe and the movements of the 
tiniest particle? 
 

We hope that you will enjoy your GCSE Mathematics.  We are looking forward to teaching you. 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 
 

Assessment is based entirely on the final examination which consists of 3 papers of 1 hour and 30 minutes each.  
One paper is non-calculator whilst the other two will both require a calculator. 
There is no Controlled Assessment in GCSE Mathematics.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

YEARS 9, 10 & 11 

♦ What you will do 
 
The course will consist of the following areas of study in 
the given percentages: 
 

- 15% Number 
- 20% Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change 
- 30% Algebra 
- 15% Statistics and Probability 
- 20% Geometry and Measures 

♦ Board : 
 

Edexcel  ♦ Syllabus Number : 
 

1MA1  

MATHEMATICS 

Student Comment  : 

“Cool!  It is a real challenge - I never thought I would enjoy it this much.” 
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♦ Description of Subject 
Year 9 marks the beginning of the 3 Separate Science GCSE courses.  This course is a rigorous 
introduction to GCSE Chemistry, Biology and Physics, and the content covered forms the 
foundation year of our three year GCSE courses which continue into Year 10 and are then 
examined at the end of Year 11. 
 
There is a strong emphasis on ICT/Thinking Skills/Numeracy in Science and Scientific Enquiry, 
or ‘How Science Works’, as well as a high level of scientific academic rigour. 
 

 

 

 

♦ Examination Details - Edexcel GCSE 9–1 Separate Sciences.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 What you will do              


  

B
IO

LO
G

Y
  


   

B
IO

LO
G

Y
 


 

B
IO

LO
G

Y
 


 

B
IO

LO
G

Y
 


 

BIOLOGY 
 
Topic 1 – Key concepts in Biology 
 
Topic 2 – Cells and control 
 
Topic 3 – Genetics 
 
Topic 4 – Natural selection and 
genetic modification 
 
Topic 5 – Health, disease and the 
development of medicines 
 
Topic 6 – Plant structures and 
their functions 
 
Topic 7 – Animal coordination, 
control and homeostasis 
 
Topic 8 – Exchange and transport 
in animals 
 
Topic 9 – Ecosystems and 
material cycles 
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CHEMISTRY 
 
Topic 1 – Key concepts in 
Chemistry 
 
Topic 2 – States of matter and 
mixtures 
 
Topic 3 – Chemical changes 
 
Topic 4 – Extracting metals and 
equilibria 
 
Topic 5 – Separate Chemistry 1 
 
Topic 6 – Groups in the periodic 
table 
 
Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and 
energy changes 
 
Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth science 
 
Topic 9 – Separate Chemistry 2 
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PHYSICS 
 
Topic 1 – Key concepts of 
Physics 
 
Topic 2 – Motion and forces 
 
Topic 3 – Conservation of 
energy 
 
Topic 4 – Waves 
 
Topic 5 – Light and the 
electromagnetic spectrum 
 
Topic 6 – Radioactivity 
 
Topic 7 – Astronomy 
 
Topic 8 – Energy – Forces 
doing work 
 
Topic 9 – Forces and their 
effects 
 
Topic 10 – Electricity and 
circuits 
 
Topic 11 – Static electricity 
 
Topic 12 -  Magnetism and 
the motor effect 
 
Topic 13 – Electromagnetic 
induction 
 
Topic 14 – Particle model 
 
Topic 15 – Forces and matter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♦ Board : Edexcel ♦ Syllabus Numbers : 
1CH0 (Chemistry) 
1BI0 (Biology) 
1PH0 (Physics) 

  

SEPARATE SCIENCES 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

Religious Education takes place once a fortnight. 
 
The lessons provide students who decided not to choose Religion and Philosophy 
GCSE with the opportunity to examine issues from different religious perspectives. 
 
Class discussion is encouraged. 

 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 
 

This is a non-examined course. 
 
The course will explore issues concerning: 

 

 Plato’s The Ring of Gyges 

 Epistemology: Natural Theology and Revelation 

 The Euthyphro Dilemma 

 Utilitarianism 

 Kant: “Duty for duty’s sake”. 

 Act and Omission 

 Global Poverty 

 Existentialism 

 Personhood versus The Sanctity of Human Life 

 Political Philosophy 

 Karl Marx 

 Social Contract Theory 

 Philosophy of Religion: proofs for the existence of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Non-examined 

 

 

Student Comment  : 
 

“My world view has been challenged by the topics we have studied and the class discussions we have had.  I feel 
more able to reflect and respond to other people’s views as a result.” 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

Physical Education offers you the opportunity to pursue a range of activities - some 
new games and some more familiar ones.  Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Dance, 
Gym Uni-hoc, Netball, Handball, Football, Table Tennis, Tennis, Rounders and 
Volleyball to name but a few. 
 

You will follow a structured programme aimed at developing your competence, 
becoming increasingly effective in your performance as a participant, leader and 
official by expanding both your knowledge and performance in areas such as skills, 
officiating and coaching.  The Physical Education programme also encourages the 
development of social skills such as teambuilding, co-operation, leadership and 
communication.  Students are made aware of safe working practices. 
 

A Health-Related Exercise Programme is an integral part of the PE Course and focuses 
on your individual needs and addressing how to live a balanced, active, healthy 
lifestyle.   
 

It is intended that the work of the Physical Education Programme, together with an awareness of leisure 
opportunities within the community, will develop those skills, attitudes, knowledge and understanding that will 
encourage you to adopt a balanced, healthy, active lifestyle. 
 
 

♦ This is a non-examined course 
 
 

In all activities students are encouraged to improve their overall performance by rehearsing and refining their skills 
in isolation as well as in a performance situation.  This is undertaken through planning, performing and evaluating 
their own and others' work.  Activities are organised to accommodate all levels of ability and tasks are 
differentiated to provide challenge and progress. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Non-Examined 

Student Comments  :  
“Lots of variety, lots of fun” 
“It gives you more opportunities to expand on the skills that you have” 
“It’s great fun” 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 
PSHE means personal, social, health, emotional and economic education.  Life is full of 
decisions, some small and simple, others large and significant.  The aim of the PSHE 
course is to equip students, through information and discussion, to make decisions with 
confidence when the time comes. 
 
Sessions are led by form tutors and our team of expert professionals as external 
speakers. 
 
Sexual health and relationships, Citizenship, careers and aspects of politics are also 
covered. 

 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 
 

This is a non-examined curriculum.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 

 Citizenship 
 Careers 
 Personal Finance 
 Relaxation 
 Healthy Eating 
 Drugs & Alcohol 
 Mental Health Issues 
 Sex Education - Contraception 
 Self-Defence 
 Sexting  
 Sexuality and Anti-Bullying 

 Alcohol / Drugs 
 Eating Disorders 
 Interview Techniques and Letter 

Writing 
 Work Experience Preparation 
 Health and Safety at Work 
 E-Safety – Reputation 

Management 
 Citizenship 
 Health / STIs 
 Teenage Pregnancy and 

Consequences 
 HIV/AIDS Awareness 
 Mental Health Issues 
 PREVENT 

 

 Mental Health Issues 
 Women’s Issues – update 
 Citizenship 
 Alcohol 
 Sexuality 
 Relationships 
 FGM 
 Higher Ideas (plan your journey 

into Higher Education) 
 Reputation Management 

PSHE 

Student Comment  : 
 
“PSHE lessons are informative and thought provoking.” 
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♦ Description of Subject 

Art and Design plays an increasingly important role in Britain’s development as an industrial nation.  Our future 

depends in large measure on the qualities of designers, creative artists and craft 

people employed in a wide range of industries and working situations.  The Art 

and Design education system annually produces people capable of improving all 

aspects of our environment, both interior and exterior.  From lounge furniture to 

street furniture, newspapers to TV graphics, jewellery to dishwashers, fabrics to 

high fashion, through countless items we use every day, designers improve 

function, practicality and appearance, in both the home and work environment.  

Whether you wish to become a designer, craftsperson or pursue art solely for the 

pleasure it gives, GCSE in Art and Design is the course for you! 

During the course you will encounter stimulating challenges including sculpture, 

painting, drawing and printmaking.  These will help you improve your observation 

skills, respond imaginatively to first hand experience of art works (via visits to 

important exhibitions), react inventively to the world around you and generally improve your practical abilities in a 

wide range of materials and techniques. 
 
 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 

Work is presented in sketchbooks, mounted sheets and as final pieces. 

Portfolio of work (60% of total) 
The examination consists of a period of preparation and research plus an unaided practical exam. 

Externally set task (40% of total) 
 

 

 

 
 
   

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 

 You will complete a series of 

experimental workshops which will 

introduce you to a variety of new and 

exciting techniques and materials 

 

 Produce work based around a chosen 

theme 

 

 This will give you the tools and 

knowledge to empower you to 

complete exciting projects in Years 10 

& 11 with a huge variety of techniques 

and materials 

 Discover the importance of 
sketchbooks and mounted sheets 
for researching and developing ideas 
 

 Discover how to use materials 
effectively and safely 

 
 Visit a museum or centre of interest 

 
 Develop a personal experimental 

approach to using a range of 2 and 3 
dimensional media 
 

 Collect critical and contextual 
material related to a theme 

 
 Produce work based on a personal 

response 

Autumn 
Term 
(Portfolio 
work) 

 Preparation for visit to a 
museum, exhibition or 
centre of interest 
involving drawing, 
colour studies and digital 
images 

 Initial research to 
develop and produce 
work in students’ chosen 
area of study 

 Explore and define ideas 
 Produce a final piece of 

work 

Spring / 
Summer 
Term 
(Externally 
set task) 

 Research, design and 
produce externally set 
task 

 Presentation of portfolio 
of work 

♦ Board : AQA ♦ Syllabus Number : 8202 

ART & DESIGN 

Student Comment  : 
“I’m amazed when I look back at my sketchbooks from the two years and see how much my drawing and painting has 
improved” 
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Is this the right subject for me? 
If you are fascinated by the night sky and our continuing exploration of the 
Universe then this GCSE Astronomy course is the subject for you. 
 

This course will allow you to: 
• begin to understand the movements of the bodies in our Solar System in more 
detail, explaining many of the cycles in the night and daytime sky. 
• learn about how scientists, since ancient times, have used imagination, 
measurement, and scientific methods to explore the Universe in which we live. 
 

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course? 
All you need to know will have been covered within the Key Stage 3 science course.  The GCSE requires confidence 
in Maths. 
 

♦ Description of Subject 

What will I learn? 
The material in this course is divided into sixteen topics. 
 

● Topic 1 – Planet Earth: You will gain an understanding of the planet Earth and its internal structure and learn about the major 
divisions on Earth’s surface and how its atmosphere affects observations. 
● Topic 2 – The lunar disc: You will gain an understanding of the Moon and its surface formations, and be able to identify some 
of the main features on its surface and study the rotation and revolution of the Moon and the effect of libration. 
● Topic 3 – The Earth-Moon-Sun system: You will gain an understanding of the relationship between the Earth, Moon and Sun 
and how they affect each other and study tides, precession and eclipses 
● Topic 4 – Time and the Earth-Moon-Sun cycles: You will gain an understanding of astronomical definitions and measurements 
of time and study synodic and sidereal time, solstices and equinoxes and the need for time zones. 
● Topic 5 – Solar System observation: You will gain an understanding of how to observe the Sun and planets, including the 
locations of the planets in relation to the Earth and the Sun and safely observing the Sun. 
● Topic 6 – Celestial observation: You will gain an understanding of how to observe a variety of naked-eye astronomical 
phenomena and study how to plan your observations to be at the best time and location. 
● Topic 7 – Early models of the Solar System: You will gain an understanding of how ancient civilisations observed the Solar 
System and study how early astronomers modelled the Solar System 
● Topic 8 – Planetary motion and gravity: You will gain an understanding of the motion of the planets around the Sun and the 
role of gravity and study Kepler’s laws of planetary motion and Newton’s law of universal gravitation. 
● Topic 9 – Exploring the Moon: You will gain an understanding of the Moon, its internal structure and features on the far side 
and study how we have travelled to the Moon and theories for its formation 
● Topic 10 – Solar astronomy: You will gain an understanding of the structure of the Sun, its energy production process and the 
solar wind and also use data to determine information about the Sun’s rotation period and the solar cycle 
● Topic 11 – Exploring the Solar System: You will gain an understanding of the role of gravity and tidal forces in the Solar System 
and study the main bodies in the Solar System and their characteristics.  
● Topic 12 – Formation of planetary systems: You will gain an understanding of how the interaction of gravitational and tidal 
forces led to the formation of our Solar System and use this information to study exoplanets. 
● Topic 13 – Exploring starlight: You will gain an understanding of how stars are observed and how we can obtain information 
about them from just observing the light they emit.  
● Topic 14 – Stellar evolution: You will gain an understanding of how and why stars evolve and study how stars form and how 
they end their life, depending on their size 
● Topic 15 – Our place in the Galaxy: You will gain an understanding of the Milky Way, our place in it and how it fits into the 
Universe and study different types of galaxies and the main theories for their evolution 
● Topic 16 – Cosmology: You will gain an understanding of redshift and Hubble’s law for distant galaxies and study the evidence 
and explanation for the expanding Universe, dark matter, dark energy and the possible fate of the Universe 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 
 

Unit 1: Naked Eye Astronomy  
Examination 50% of marks 

Unit 2: Telescopic Astronomy 
Examination 50% of marks 

You will be assessed through a one hour 45 minute 
paper in June containing the topics 1 to 8 listed above. 
The paper has a variety of different question types such 
as multiple - choice questions, short and extended - 
answer questions, and graphical and data questions. 
The paper is not tiered - it covers all grades from 1 to 9. 

You will be assessed through a one hour 45 minute paper in 
June containing topics 9 to 16 listed above. 
The paper has a variety of different question types such as 
multiple - choice questions, short and extended - answer 
questions, and graphical and data questions. 
The paper is not tiered - it covers all grades from 1 to 9. 

ASTRONOMY 
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What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 
 
By studying GCSE Astronomy you will be developing important scientific skills as well as extending the range of 
areas where you use these skills.  It is an excellent accompaniment to any GCSE Science course, as well as linking 
closely with the astrophysical sections within the AS and A2 Physics courses.  Along with the study of AS and A2 
Mathematics, these can form the foundation for studying astronomy and astrophysics at university. 
 
Next steps! 
If you are interested in taking GCSE Astronomy you can start to find out more by: 
• visiting the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/gcse2012).  This will give you up - to - date information about 
what you will be studying and how you’ll be assessed. 
• talking to Mrs Bradstock or Mrs Scopes who will be able to describe the course in detail. • finding out what is 
happening in the world of astronomy by visiting websites such as the Royal Astronomical Society 
(www.ras.org.uk) or the NASA website (www.nasa.gov). 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

Business is a practical subject where business knowledge and understanding is 

applied to a wide variety of situations.  

As part of this course, you will use real life case studies to solve business 

problems and take part in realistic business simulations.  You will use ICT as a 

business tool for the purposes that a business would use it, for example with 

cash flow forecasts. 

You will be expected to be aware of, and discuss, current business issues and the 

benefits and drawbacks arising for UK and overseas firms from globalisation. 

The course consists of a range of areas such as marketing, finance, production, 

ownership and control, and the external environment, related to both large and 

small businesses. 

 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 

Specifications for GCSE Business that will be examined in June 2018 are currently being produced by the examination 

boards. This provides an opportunity to review teaching materials in time for the start of the course in 2017. 

However it means that it is not possible to give specific information about the content at this time. 

An outline programme of teaching is set out below based on the current specification that we offer. 

 
 

 
  

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 

Enterprise: 
 

 Enterprise and the entrepreneur 

 The business plan 

The structure of business activity: 
 

 The need for business activity 

 Business ownership, trading 

organisations, growth and 

location 

The workforce in business: 
 

 Employment and retention 
 Organisation and communication 

 
Marketing: 
 

 Market research and data collection 
 The marketing mix 
 Marketing in the wider business 

environment 

 

Using and managing resources to 
produce goods and services: 
 

 Types of production methods 
 Management and control of production 
 Production costs 
 

Financial information and decision 
making: 
 Sources of finance 
 Financial forecasting and analysis 
 

External influences on business activity: 
 The competitive environment 
 Environmental influences and business 

ethics 
 Government and the UK economy 
 Globalisation and UK business 

 

BUSINESS  

Student Comments  : 
 

“I didn’t realise how much went into launching a new product”. 
 

“It’s not just the theory that is interesting - it’s putting the theory into practice!” 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology 
works.  Students will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other related 
technology from their other subjects and elsewhere.  However, this course will give 
them an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer 
programming, which many students find absorbing. 
 
The course provides excellent preparation for higher studies and employment in the 
field of computer science.  The increasing importance of information technologies 
mean there will be a growing demand for professionals who are qualified in this area.  
Students who’ve taken a GCSE in Computing and who then progress to study the 
subject at A Level or university will have an advantage over their colleagues who are 
picking up the subject at these levels. 
 
The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer 
programming, giving students a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to other 
subjects and even applied in day-to-day life.  In this respect the course provides excellent preparation for 
students who want to study or work in areas that rely on these skills especially where they are applied to technical 
problems.  These areas include engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine. 

 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 
 

Paper 1 - Computer systems (1 hour and 30 minutes Written paper) 40% of overall grade 
 
Paper 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (1 hour and 30 minutes Written paper) 40% of 
overall grade 
 
Non-Exam Assessment (Controlled Assessment) - Programming project (20 hours) 20% of overall grade 

 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do 
 

♦ What you will do 
 

♦ What you will do 
 

Programming 
- Learn to program effectively in 

Python 
- Flowcharts 

 
Theory  
- Hardware and software  
- Binary and Hexadecimal  
- Algorithms 
- Robotics 

Programming 
- Learn to program complex 

programs in Python 
- Pseudocode 

 
Theory  
- Systems architecture 
- Networks 
- Security 
- Ethical issues 

 

Controlled Assessment 
Programming task 

 
 
 
 

Theory preparation for the exam  
 

 

♦ Board :  

 

 
OCR 

 
Syllabus Number : 

 

 
J276 

 
 
 
 
 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
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♦ Description of Subject 

A GCSE in Design and Technology should enable 
students to understand and apply a series of design 
processes through which they explore, create and 
evaluate a range of outcomes. It should enable 
students to use creativity and imagination to design 
and make prototypes that solve real and relevant 
problems considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values. This subject should 
also provide opportunities for students to apply knowledge from other disciplines, 
including mathematics, science, art and design, computing and the humanities. 
 
 

♦ Examination and Assessment details: 

Component 1 – Design and Technology in the 21st Century written examination: 2 hours – 50% qualification 

Component 2 – Design and Make Task Non-exam Assessment: 35 hours – 50% qualification 
 

 

 

♦ Board :  TBC ♦ Syllabus Number : TBC 

 
  

YEARS 9, 10 & 11 

♦ What you will do 
 

Throughout the course students will: 
 

- Be acquiring information that builds on their KS3 learning which will include knowledge and 
understanding of different materials and manufacturing processes.  They will be encouraged to take 
design risks, be innovative and enterprising. 
 

- Develop knowledge, understanding and skills in  
Technical principles 
Designing and making principals 

 
- Work on a range of broad and contemporary challenges, which provide a basis from which students 

can undertake a design, make and evaluate a project within a real world context. 
 

- Acquire confidence in choosing and using materials in any combination of: 
Papers and boards 
Woods 
Metals 
Plastics 
Fibres, fabrics and textiles 
Smart and modern materials  
Electronic systems, programmable components and mechanical devices 

 
- Investigate and analyse the work of past and present professionals and companies in the area of Design 

and Technology. 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
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♦ Description of Subject 

Success in this subject is dependent upon your commitment to the course and your ability to challenge yourself 
whilst being a key team player.  Drama is a practical subject but you need to 
be aware that there is a written paper at the end of the course. 
During the course you will learn how actors and designers use their skills to 
bring a text from page to stage.  You will apply this understanding to a text 
and try out your ideas as an actor or designer. 
You will also use this knowledge to devise a piece of theatre for an audience 
and to help you analyse how live theatre is created.  The school will arrange 
class visits to the theatre (often the Lighthouse Theatre at Poole Arts Centre). 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 
 

You will have two final practical assessments: Year 10 – Summer Term and Year 11 – Spring Term.   
Absence during the preparation period may affect your overall achievement in the final assessment. 
 

At the end of the course you will sit a written examination.  To do well in this paper you will need regular practice 
over the two years in expressing your ideas in the appropriate written style.  Throughout the course you will also 
be assessed on your written reflection through a portfolio and supporting statement. 

 

 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do 
 
 

♦ What you will do 
 

 

♦ What you will do 
 
 

Autumn 
Term 

 An introduction to Commedia 
and mask work leading to a 
group performance and 
research project 

 An exploration of political 
theatre, exploring Brecht and 
Boal and characters such as 
Antigone and Rosa Parks from 
fiction and real life. The 
rehearsal process and research 
is assessed 

Autumn 
Term 

 Study of set play for 
written exam 

 Introduction to 
practical skills and 
written approach 

 A mini project to use 
these skills*(scripted) 

 Theatre visit 
 
 
 

Autumn 
Term 

 Prepare final  
assessment* (2) 

 Theatre visit & 
written practice 

Spring  
Term 

 An introduction to physical 
theatre techniques using ‘The 
Daydream’ as a stimulus. 
Performance and written 
reflection is assessed 

 Students create a devised 
project based on a story. 
Performance and written 
explanation is assessed at the 
beginning of the summer term 

Spring  
Term 

 Second practical 
project - devising* 

 Trial of the written 
paper 

 Practical assessment (1) 

Spring  
Term 

 Polish and present 
final  scripted 
assessment* 
(externally 
moderated) 

 Revision of set play 
 Theatre visit & 

written practice 

Summer 
Term 

 Students create a scripted 
performance project and have 
the opportunity to perform or 
design for this piece. Individual 
contribution and written 
reflection is assessed 

Summe
r Term 

 Start final practical 
project 

  scripted work 
 Trial written paper 
 Prepare assessment 

Summer 
Term 

 Practice of timed 
answers 

 Revision & 
Examination 

*Attendance throughout the rehearsal process is essential. 
 

♦ Board :  OCR ♦ Syllabus Number : J316 

 
 

DRAMA 
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♦ Description of Subject 

Economics is a social science that studies how individuals and groups make 
decisions with finite resources to best satisfy their wants, needs, and desires.  Or, in 
more simple terms, Economics is about making the right choices when you are faced 
with limited resources.   
 
This is a problem that every person, business, charity, government and country 
faces every day of their existence.  We all have unlimited wants and desires but only 
limited resources which we need to use in the best possible way to maximise our 
happiness. 
 
During this course you will study: 

 Microeconomics - how individual markets work 

 Macroeconomics - how the whole economy works and Britain’s role in the European Union and the 
impact of globalisation 

 
It is important that you have an interest in current affairs and a desire to understand more about the economy 
you live, study and work in. 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 

Specifications for GCSE Economics that will be examined from June 2018 are currently being produced by the 

examination boards. . This provides an opportunity to review teaching materials in time for the start of the course 

in 2017.  However it means that it is not possible to give specific information about the content at this time. 

An outline programme of teaching is set out below based on the current specification that we offer. 

 
 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 

Unit 1 
 

- What is the economic problem? 
 

- What are competitive markets? 
 

- How are wages determined? 
 

- How do firms operate in 
competitive markets? 

Unit 2 
 

- What are the economic 
objectives of a government? 
 

- How does the UK government 
raise and spend its money? 
 

- Which policies can the UK 
government use to control the 
economy? 

Unit 3 
 

- Why do countries trade with 
each other? 

- Why is the UK in the European 
Union? 

- How is the UK’s international 
trade recorded? 

- How important is the exchange 
 rate for Britain? 

- How can Britain become more 
competitive? 

- Why do some countries struggle 
to grow and benefit from 
international trade? 

- What can be done to support 
economic growth for less 
developed countries? 

 

 
 
   

ECONOMICS 

Student Comments  : 
“Economics has really opened my eyes to situations and decisions I may have to face in the future.” 
“I have really enjoyed finding out how economy works and why people make the choices they do.” 
Also, why not go to this website and see why other students have studied this subject –  

http://studyingeconomics.ac.uk/economics-students-views/ 

http://studyingeconomics.ac.uk/economics-students-views/
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♦ Description of Subject 
A GCSE in Food will equip students with the knowledge, understanding and skills required 
to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.  Students will 
be encouraged to cook dishes demonstrating a wide range of skills and techniques and to 
make informed decisions about food and nutrition.  They will be able to develop vital life 
skills that will enable them to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously now 
and later in life. 
 
 

♦ Examination and Assessment Details 
 
Component 1: “Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition” 50% of qualification 
Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Component 2: “Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action”  50% of qualification 
Assessment 1 (8 hours) 
A scientific food investigation based on scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 
 
Assessment 2 (12 hours) 
Prepare, cook and present a menu based on tasks set by the exam board. 
 

 

♦ Board :  WJEC ♦ QAN : 601/8093/6 

 
 
 
 
 

  

YEARS 9, 10 & 11 

♦ What you will do 
 

Throughout the course students will: 
 

- demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using a variety of food 
commodities, cooking techniques and equipment 
 

- develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical processes as well as the 
nutritional content of food and drinks 

 
- understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 

psychological effects of poor diet and health 
 

- understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, 
production processes, diet and health choices 
 

- demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and 
microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food 
 

- understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional 
British and international), to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes 
 

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 

Student Comment  : 
“I particularly enjoyed learning about different foods and recipes, the sensory testing, and having the opportunity 
to develop my own practical skills and ideas within the different topics.” 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

The aims of the French syllabus are to encourage students to understand and use French 
effectively for practical communication, and also to develop the ability to use and 
understand the language both imaginatively and creatively.  The teaching of the subject 
will naturally reflect those aims as well as promoting an understanding of the grammar, 
and developing in each student an awareness of the nature of language and language 
learning.   
We will offer insights into the culture and civilisation of French-speaking countries and 
communities, thus fostering a positive approach, not only to that which is new but also to 
encourage students to understand who they are and where they come from.  We also 
hope to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.  The course books at GCSE are 
Expo AQA Higher and Tricolore Total Examination Grammar in Action.  These books cover a rich variety of up-to-
date topics and include interactive activities and video clips. They are often supplemented by authentic resources 
including audio-visual material. 
 

♦ Examination and Course Details 
 

 

The final examination is outlined as follows: 
 

Paper 1: Listening 
8698/LH 

Examination - 25% 
45 minutes 

Paper 2: Speaking  
8658/SF and SH 
Examination - 25% 

Role play and photo card 
conversation 

Paper 3: Reading 
8658/RH 

Examination - 25% 
1 hour 

 
Paper 4: Writing 

8658/WH 
Examination – 25% 
1 hour 15 minutes 

NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11 
 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do 
 

♦ What you will do 
 

♦ What you will do 
 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and provide 
information and opinions about the 
following areas: 
 

- Self, family and friends 
- Free Time 
- Home Life 
 
There will be a ‘Translation Bee’ 
competition at the end of first term. 
 

An immersion trip to Normandy 
takes place in June 
 

Assessment: 
Mock examination in the Summer 
Term (mixed skill) 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and provide 
information and opinions about the 
following areas: 
 

- Town and country 
- School and future plans 
- Work and education 
 
Our ‘Languages Forum’ takes place in 
October – a chance to stay with French 
students for a week and communicate 
together 
 

Assessment: 
- Mock examination in the Summer 

Term (Mixed skill) 
 
 

There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every 

 theme. 
 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and provide 
information and opinions about the 
following areas: 
 

- Holidays 
- Healthy living/lifestyle 
- The environment 
- Preparation for terminal 

examinations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 
- Mock examination in January 

(Mixed skill) 

 
There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every 
theme. 

 
 

♦ Board :  
 

AQA  ♦ Syllabus Number : 
 

8658 

  

FRENCH 

Student Comment  : 
“Highly valued in Higher Education and employment.  The subject is taught well and there are lots of speaking 
opportunities”. 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

 Are you interested in the planet and its environments? 

 Do you wonder about solutions to the world’s problems? 

 Do you ever look at the landscape and wonder how it got like that? 

Geography at GCSE offers the opportunity to explore the world, its landscapes, 
peoples, places and environments.  It investigates the world’s physical and human 
problems and seeks solutions.  The GCSE syllabus covers a balance of human and 
physical topics (shown in the grid below). 
 

As well as classroom study Geography also includes a practical element which allows 
you to go out and experience the environments you are studying such as the beach 
and dunes at Studland, rivers and city areas such as London. 
 

Geography is a highly regarded subject and its students are recognised as being 
adaptable and familiar with world issues, top universities favour it as a ‘door 
opening’ subject and it is also included in the EBac subject list. 
 

Geography helps us all be more informed and responsible global citizens, let’s face it, without it we would all 
be lost! 

 

♦ Examination and Controlled Assessment Details 

There will be a Human, Physical and Skills paper. 
 

 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will study ♦ What you will study ♦ What you will study 
 

Living World 
The world’s different 
environments such as tropical 
rainforests and deserts. 
 
Hurricanes and Extreme 
Weather 
Natural hazards – what causes 
them and the damage they can 
do. 
 
Resources 
Where food, water and energy 
come from. 
 
 

Coasts 
What forms coastlines and land 
forms. 
 
Rich World Poor World 
Why is there inequality and poverty 
in the world and what can be done? 
Economic issues in the UK. 
 
Glaciers 
What causes glaciers, how do they 
move and what landscapes do they 
form? 

 

Plate Tectonics 
Earthquakes and volcanoes: What 
causes them , what damage can 
they do and what can be done to 
help? 
 
Cities 
Shanty towns in poor cities and 
how to help them. 
Comparison with rich city 
problems and improvements. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

♦ Board :  
 

   AQA ♦ Syllabus Number : 
 

   TBC 

 
  

GEOGRAPHY 

Student Comments  : 

“My favourite subject - I look forward to lessons and find the topics fascinating!” 

“A subject I am truly enthusiastic about due to the diversity of topics which are relevant in the world today.” 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=hands+holding+world&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=vGmUqTR3oBu9rM&tbnid=vv9TD4P-dZkalM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://missingsecrettoparenting.com/millions-families-world-experiencing-real-change&ei=crsyVOnJKsfePZ72gYgN&bvm=bv.76802529,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHh--sQG_RwsOdBEeGR40s1SlKXvQ&ust=1412697187943269


 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

♦ Description of Subject 
 

Year 9 German students progress swiftly during the early weeks 
of the course, building on the language learnt in the first year, 
with a particular emphasis on being able to use verbs and a 
range of tenses confidently. 
 

In Years 10 and 11 you will revisit some of the topic areas 
covered in the first 2 years, extending the amount of detail you 
can give and understand.  You will also develop the ability to use 
and understand the language both imaginatively and creatively.  
There continues to be a great emphasis on oral communication, with group work and pair work much in evidence.  
For this reason we encourage girls to take part in the German Cultural Visit.  The teaching of the subject will promote 
an understanding of the grammar, and develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning. 
 

You will gain insights into the culture of German-speaking countries.  We also hope to provide enjoyment and 
intellectual stimulation.  The course book at GCSE is Echo.  This book covers a rich variety of topics and tasks and 
uses extensively authentic materials.  We complement the text book materials with video clips, songs, fairy tales, 
literature, magazines and film where appropriate.  Students will also have the opportunity to work with our language 
assistant to extend and improve their oral confidence. 

♦ Examination Details 
 

Paper 1: Listening 
Examination - 25% 

45 minutes 
 

Paper 2: Speaking 
Examination - 25% 

Role-play, Photo card & 
Conversation 

10-12 minutes 

Paper 3: Reading  
Examination - 25% 

Questions in English & German 
Translation from German into 

English 1 hour 

Paper 4: Writing 
Examination – 25% 

2 Writing Tasks 
Translation into German 

1 hour 15 minutes 

NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11 
 

 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 
 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and provide 
information about the following 
areas: 
 

- Home and Local Area 
- Shopping 
- Leisure & Holiday Activities 

 

Assessment: 
- End of Year Mixed Skill Test 
- End of Unit Writing or Speaking 

Task 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and provide 
information and opinions about the 
following areas: 
 

- Family/relationships 
- School and future plans 
- Work and education 
- Leisure/Media 
 

Assessment: 
- Mock examination in the Summer Term 

(Mixed skill) 
 

 
There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every unit. 

 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and 
provide information and opinions 
about the following areas: 
 

- Holidays 
- Healthy living/lifestyle 
- Environment 
- Preparation for terminal 

examinations 
 

Assessment: 
- Mock examination in January 

(Mixed skill) 
 

There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every 
unit. 

 

♦ Board :  AQA ♦ Specification Code: 8668 

 

  

GERMAN 

Student Comment  : 

“I was amazed at how much I could say by the end of Year 10, and the ‘Sam’ videos were great fun, too!” 
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♦ Description of Subject 

History is a subject of today, not just the past. In order to understand the present and 
comprehend the complexities of modern life, it is imperative to look back in order to 
understand how the world has been shaped.  History will also develop skills for a range of other 
subjects and for the modern world, such as framing arguments and opinions, assessing the 
value of sources of information, analytical skills and decision-making.  
Lessons will be interesting and make you think!  It will be nearly impossible to be a passenger 
in the lessons as there will be discussions, debates, role-plays and source analysis for you to 
get involved in.  History is all about arguments so you will be shaping them in order to answer 
controversial questions such as “Should the Atomic Bomb have been dropped?” “Was King 
John a Pointless King?” and “Did the Communist Revolution in Russia create the changes that 
were expected?” 
 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 

Due to national changes, History is now a linear course with all units being examination-based 
at the end of Year 11. 

Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

What you will do:  What you will do:  What you will do:  
An introduction to GCSE 

(non-examined) 
 

This year will have a focus on 
developing historical skills for GCSE 
and give a foundation of the periods 
to be studied in Years 10 &11.  

 
Content: 

- How to be a Medieval King 
– with a focus on William of 
Normandy and the rule of 
King John 

- Witchcraft in the Early 
Modern Period  

- Romanov family 
investigation -  with a focus 
on reasons for their 
murders 

- Students to begin GCSE 
Russia Course  

 
 

Skills for History 

- Utilising sources effectively 

- Inference and cross-referencing 
skills 

- How to read for a purpose 

- Developing an argument 

- Creating well-structured essays  

Begin to study content and skills for 
Year 11 Summer Examinations.  
 
Content: 
Paper 3 
Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917–41 

- February and October  

- Causes of the Revolutions and 
outcomes  

- Moves towards Civil War 

- Methods of Lenin and Stalin 

- Economic and Social Changes 
30% of Qualification 

Paper 1 
Crime and punishment in Britain. 
(1000–present) and Whitechapel, 
(1870–c1900) crime, policing and the 
inner city. 

- Nature and changing definitions 
of criminal activity 

- The nature of law enforcement 
and punishment 

- The development of the police 
force and the nature of Victorian 
London influencing criminal 
activity 

30% of Qualification 

Continue to study content and skills 
for Year 11 Summer Examinations, 
with time for revision.  
 

Content:  
Paper 2 (part a) 
The reigns of King Richard I and King 
John, 1189–1216 

- The nature of kingship 

- Motives for the Crusades 

- King John and troubles with 
Barons 

- Magna Carta  
20% of Qualification 

 
 
Paper 2 (part b) 
Superpower relations and the Cold 
War, 1941–91 

- The start of the Cold War 

- Communism vs Capitalism 

- Division of Berlin 

- Cuban Missile Crisis 

- End of the Cold War  
20% of Qualification 

 

Revision 
 

 

♦ Board :  Edexcel  ♦ Syllabus Number : 1HIO 

 
 
 

  

HISTORY 

Student Comment  : 
“The different modules covered have been really interesting and fun to study and the teachers have been amazingly 
helpful in assisting me to overcome any problems I have encountered.” 
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♦ Description of Subject 

Italian is a particularly approachable modern foreign language and achievement in the past has 
been very high in this subject.  You do not have to be doing any other foreign language in order 
to study Italian.  The ideal student is enthusiastic and ready for a challenge.  The aims of the Italian 
syllabus are to encourage students to understand and use Italian effectively for practical 
communication, and also to develop the ability to use and understand the language both 
imaginatively and creatively.  The teaching of the subject will naturally reflect those aims as well 
as promoting an understanding of the grammar and developing in each student an awareness of 
the nature of language and language learning. 
 
 

We will offer insights into the culture and civilisation of Italy thus fostering a positive approach, not only to that 
which is new, but also to encourage students to understand who they are and where they come from.  We also 
hope to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.  The course books at GCSE are Projetto Italiano Junior and 
Amici.  These books cover a rich variety of topics and tasks and use extensive authentic materials.   
 

♦ Examination and Course Details 
 

The final examination is outlined as follows: 
 

Paper 1: Listening  
Examination - 25% 

45 minutes 

Paper 2: Speaking  
Examination - 25% 

Role play and photo card 
conversation 

Paper 3: Reading 
Examination - 25% 

1 hour 

 
Paper 4: Writing 

Examination – 25% 
1 hour 15 minutes 

NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do 
 

♦ What you will do 
 

♦ What you will do 
 

- Major introduction to Italian 
-  Looking at Italians across the 

world 
-  Free time 
-  Where you live 
-  Daily routine 
-  School and future projects 
 

These topics will be accompanied by 
step by step grammar. 
 

Assessment 
Mock examination in the Summer 
Term (mixed skill) 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and provide 
information and opinions about the 
following areas: 
 

-  Travel 
-  Holidays and Tourism 
-  Italian Festivals 
-  Health and Fitness 
 

Assessment: 
- Mock examination in the Summer 

Term (Mixed skill) 
 
 

There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every 

 theme. 
 

Throughout the course you will be 
required to understand and provide 
information and opinions about the 
following areas: 
 

- In the workplace 
- Shopping 
- Characters 
- Environment 
- Social problems 
- Future plans 

 

Assessment: 
- Mock examination in January 

(Mixed skill) 
 

There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every 

theme. 
 

♦ Board :  AQA  ♦ Syllabus Number : 8633 

    

ITALIAN 

Student Comment  : 
“A real challenge that is fast-paced and enjoyable.” 
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♦ Description of the Subject 
 
The OCR GCSE Music course will appeal to all students who love 
performing, listening to and composing music.  
 
These three activities are studied within five Areas of Study which cover 
a wide variety of music. 
 
Performing ability to a minimum of grade 5 standard should be reached 
by the end of the course. 

 

♦ Examination and Coursework Details 
       Performing percentage – 30% 
       Composing percentage – 30% 

Listening examination percentage – 40% 
 
 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 

In Year 9 students will be taught to 
compose in a range of musical 
styles, take part in a range of 
instrumental performances (both 
solo and in groups), and will learn 
about a range of different musical 
genres.  They will also learn theory 
of music and be trained in the use 
of ‘Finale’ music notation software. 
 
It is necessary for all students to be 
receiving lessons on an 
instrument/voice and for them to 
participate regularly in school 
extra-curricular musical groups. 

Autumn 
Term 

- Understanding 
your instrument 

- Composition to a 
brief set by the 
student 

- Techniques of 
melody writing 

- Film music 

Autumn 
Term 

- Composition set to 
OCR brief 

- Concerto through 
time 

- Record solo pieces 

Spring  
Term 

 
- Rhythms of the 

World 
- Conventions of 

Pop 

Spring  
Term 

 
 

- Record ensemble 
performance 

- Music Mock exam 
 

Summer 
Term 

 
- Solo performance 
- Revision of musical 

types 
- Past listening 

papers 
- Year 10 exam 

 

Summer 
Term 

- Revision and listening 
examination 

 

♦ Board :  
 

OCR ♦ Syllabus Number  : 
 

tbc 

 
 
 
 
 
  

MUSIC 

Student Comment  :  

“Doing GCSE music has made me a better musician and enhanced my love of the subject.  It’s also been 
great fun!” 
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♦ Why choose Physical Education? 

The combination of physical performance and academic challenge provides 
an exciting opportunity for students. They also learn about physical 
education through a range of different contexts and the impact it has on 
everyday lives. 
 
Keeps the subject real – It encourages students to immerse themselves in 
the world of sports and PE with the chance to perform or coach a sport and 
delve into the how and why of physical activity and sport. 
 
Skills for a modern world – Students have the opportunity to develop a 
practical set of key skills, including dealing with pressure, split second 
decision-making, interpreting and analysing data, and more. 
 
Accessible for more students – The written papers are designed in manageable bite size chunks. This specification 
will create confident, independent thinkers and effective decision makers who can operate effectively as 
individuals or as part of a team – all skills that will enable them to stand out and effectively promote themselves 
as they progress through life. 
 
 

♦ Examination and Assessment Details – (GCSE 9 – 1) 

Students must complete all components: 

Content Overview Assessment Overview  

Component 01  

- Applied anatomy and physiology 

- Physical training 

Physical factors affecting performance (01) 

60 marks 

1 hour written paper 

 

30% of total GCSE 

Component 02 

- Socio-cultural influences 

- Sports psychology 

- Health, fitness and well-being 

Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology 
(02) 

60 marks 

1 hour written paper 

 

 

30% of total GCSE 

Component 03* 

- Practical activity assessment 

- Evaluating and Analysing Performance 
(EAP) 

Performance in physical education (03) 

80 marks 

Non-exam assessment 

 

 

40% of total GCSE 

 

* Component 03: Performance in physical education 

Performance of three activities taken from approved lists: 

- One from the ‘individual’ list 

- One from the ‘team’ list 

- One from either list 

 
 

 
 

 

♦ Board : OCR ♦ Syllabus Number : J587 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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♦ Description of Subject 
 

Religion and Philosophy (RP) GCSE is a very popular and highly successful subject at 
Parkstone with 93% of the 110 students in 2016 achieving an A* or A grade. The aim of 
RP is not so much thoughts to repeat but how to think! Students are asked to analyse 
moral and philosophical issues carefully in a coherent, well-informed manner using 
evidence and examples to justify their arguments. By adopting a mature disposition 
students are encouraged to apply ethical theories (religious and secular) with confidence 
and to think carefully about possible implications of their views. By employing the use of 
glossaries, mind-mapping, cognitive flow charts, ripple diagrams and other lateral 
thinking techniques academic rigour is evident throughout. 
Whilst 50% of the RP GCSE is based on Philosophy and Ethics, students will also have the 
opportunity to appreciate the contrasting religions of Christianity and Buddhism, which 
are taught from an objective perspective, with the aim of developing student understanding of themselves in our 
“post” modern world. Theists, atheists, agnostics are all welcome and students thrive as they enjoy lessons that 
elicit academic and personal growth, promoting the skills of rigour, Socratic dialogue, reflection (all too often 
overlooked in our current educational programme) analysis and evaluation – so enabling student to flourish and 
become fully human. 

 

♦ Examination Details 
A two year linear course with three written examination papers:  

• Paper 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies: 2 hours – 50% 
• Paper 2: Study of Christianity 1 hour - 25% 
• Paper 3: Buddhism: 1 hour - 25%  
 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 
Autumn Term 
The Nature of God, Creation: 
Christian, Scientific views, 
Stewardship and Dominion, 
Goodness, Suffering and The 
Problem of Evil 
Spring Term 
Forgiveness, The Soul and Life After 
Death – Theistic (Incarnation and 
Salvation) and Secular views 

Summer Term 
Beliefs and teachings of Buddhism: 
The Buddha, the Dharma, The Four 
Noble Truths, Human Personality 
and Human Destiny and Ethical 
Teaching, Buddhist Practices 

Autumn Term 
Human Rights and Justice, Crime 
and Punishment, Capital 
Punishment, Sexual and Racial 
Prejudice and Discrimination, 
Forgiveness  

 
Spring Term 
Sanctity and Quality of Human 
Life, The value of human and 
animal life, Abortion, Euthanasia  

 
Summer Term 
Marriage, Divorce, Nature and 
Purpose of Family, Sexual 
Relationships 

Autumn Term 
Issues of Wealth and Poverty, Issues 
of freedom of religion or belief; 
conflict between personal 
conviction and the laws of a 
country; religious and non-religious 
views concerning censorship; 
extremism; freedom of speech 
through public life and the media  

Spring Term 
The changing nature of faith and 
practice in twenty–first century 
Britain; secularisation; inter-faith 
dialogue. Revision and Past Papers  

Summer Term 
Revision and Past Papers 

 

♦ Board :  Eduqas ♦ Syllabus Specification: Route A  

 
 
 
 
 
  

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY 

Student Comment  : 

”I think completely differently now than when I started the GCSE course.  It also improved my other GCSE results by 
helping me structure my arguments and develop my analytical skills. The teachers take a genuine interest and truly 
involve themselves in student learning.”  
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♦ Description of Subject 
Spanish is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world and is becoming increasingly important 
for both business and leisure use.  The course is fun and exciting and builds on the foundations of the 
language learnt in Year 8.  Although you have not covered a lot of ground yet in Spanish, you will be very 
surprised at just how much you will be able to learn in the three year GCSE course. 
In order to be really successful at GCSE Spanish you have to be willing to have a go at communicating in 
Spanish using the new language you will meet during the lessons.  Knowledge and understanding of 
foreign languages is an increasingly important skill in today’s global society and will be useful to you in 
the future whether in your career or just for holidays!  The course will cover a broad range of topic areas and all four 
language skills - listening, reading, writing and speaking will be developed. 
We will cover the following topics and will revisit topic areas during the course to revise and extend the language 
that you can use. 

Theme 1: Identity and culture   
Me, my family and friends 
• Relationships with family and 
friends 
• Marriage/partnership 
Technology in everyday life 
• Social media 
• Mobile technology 
Free-time activities 
• Music 
• Cinema and TV 
• Food and eating out 
• Sport 
Customs and festivals in Spanish-
speaking countries/communities  

Theme 2: Local, national, 
international and global areas of 
interest 
 
Home, town, neighbourhood and 
region 
Social issues 
• Charity/voluntary work 
• Healthy/unhealthy living 
Global issues 
• The environment 
• Poverty/homelessness 
Travel and tourism 

Theme 3: Current and future study 
and employment 
 
My studies 
Life at school/college 
Education post-16 
Career choices and ambitions 

♦ Examination and Course Details - The final exams are as follows: 

Paper 1: Listening 
25% of the GCSE 

45 minutes 
Understanding and 

responding to different 
types of spoken language 

Paper 2: Speaking 
25% of the GCSE 

12 minutes 
Communicating and interacting 
effectively in spoken Spanish for 

a variety of purposes 

Paper 3: Reading 
25% of the GCSE 

1 hour 
Understanding and 

responding to different 
types of written language 

Paper 4: Writing 
25% of the GCSE 

1 hour 15 minutes 
Communicating effectively 
in writing for a variety of 

purposes 

 NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11 
 

 

YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 

♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do ♦ What you will do 
Autumn 
Term 

 Sports & Hobbies 
 Food & Drink 

Autumn 
Term 

 Holidays & Free time Autumn 
Term 

 Home & the Environment 
 Social and Global Issues 

Spring 
Term 

 School & School Life 
 Telling the time 
 Giving your opinion 

Spring  
Term 

 School & Daily Life 
 Relationships 

Spring  
Term 

 Current & Future Jobs 
 Work Experience 
 Healthy Living 

Summer 
Term 

 Holidays 
 Weather 
 How to talk about the 

past and the future 

Summer 
Term 

 Home & Local Area 
Summer 
Term 

 Revision & Examinations 

Assessment 
Mock examination in the Summer 
Term (mixed skill) 

Assessment: 
Mock examination in the Summer 
Term (Mixed skill) 
There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every theme. 

Assessment: 
Mock examination in January (Mixed 
skill) 
There is also a mixed skill practice 
examination at the end of every theme. 

 

♦ Board : AQA ♦ Syllabus Number : 8698 

 

SPANISH 

Student Comment  : “¡lo pasé bomba!” (I had a great time!)  
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YEAR 8 CHOICES  

For Curriculum Commencing September 2017 
 

Please return this form (or a copy) to your form tutor by Wednesday 22 February 2017 
 

Name:  …………………..……….     Form:  …………. 

 

PLEASE ENTER YOUR CHOICES IN PREFERENCE ORDER 
 

Compulsory Subjects English Language & English Literature 

Compulsory Subject Mathematics 

Compulsory Subjects Biology, Chemistry & Physics 

Choice No. 1  

Choice No. 2  

Choice No. 3  

Choice No. 4  

Reserve Choice  

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

1. If too many students opt for a subject for which we have limited numbers, then 
 priority will be given to preference order. 
 
2. If a subject is undersubscribed we reserve the right to withdraw it from the 
options system. 
 
3. You are reminded that students cannot choose Business Studies AND Economics. 

 
4. Where subject combinations prove impossible we will initially use a student’s 
reserve choice to find a solution. We will contact you if the reserve choice is selected. 
 

Signed:  …………………….………………. Student 

  …………………….………………. Parent 

 

CHOICES FORM 


