
 

 

If you would like this information in large print, Braille, on audio tape or in your language,  

please call and we will be happy to help. 

 
 
Our ref: 553/LCP/GJ 
 
May 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
THE BATTLEFIELDS TOUR – Thursday 14 February - Sunday 17 February 2019 
 
I would like to inform you of the launch of the 2019 Battlefields Trip which is open to Year 9 
History students.   
 
The aim of the tour is to allow these GCSE students the opportunity to explore the battlefields, 
memorials, museums and cemeteries of the First World War. The tour is always a valuable 
enrichment experience linking into subjects such as Geography, English, R&P and Citizenship.   
 
The details of the trip are set out below. At this early stage they are provisional. In the event of 
minor changes beyond our control, such as unexpected museum closure, for example, 
alternative and comparable activities will be arranged. 
 

Dates :  Thursday 14 to Sunday 17 February 2019 

Price :  £300 based on a minimum of 35 paying passengers  

Transport :  Executive British coach, seat belts, and a company driver for the 
duration 

 Channel tunnel 
Accommodation :  Dedicated school accommodation at the Hotel Oude Abdij, 

Belgium with multi-bedded rooms for 3 nights and all rooms are 
ensuite 

Price Includes :  Travel from school to destination, including channel crossing 
 Full use throughout tour of British coach and driver 
 Full board, including packed lunches. First meal, evening of Day 1 

and last meal, breakfast of Day 4 
 Return journey to school including tunnel crossing 
 Full travel insurance 
 Guided tours by the History Department of the following sites : 

 The Ypres Salient - including Passchendaele, Museum visit, 
German Cemeteries and the Menin Gate for the Last Post 
ceremony  

 The Somme – including Newfoundland Park, and Vimy Ridge  

The only extras not included in the price are spending money and refreshments on the outward 
and return journeys.  Please note that all students will also require their own passport and EHIC 
card. 
  



FURTHER INFORMATION 
 There is a considerable amount of cross-country walking on the tour. Students need a 

reasonable level of health and fitness to travel. Therefore you are also requested to 
provide details on a health form to be sent to parents in the Autumn Term. 

 The majority of time will be spent as a single group. There will be occasions when students 
can go for short periods of shopping in groups of four or more, with staff available at pre-
arranged times and locations.   

 Party numbers are governed by coach size and therefore numbers are limited.  In the event 
of over-subscription, places will be chosen at random.    

 A Parents’ Information Evening will be held in mid-November 2018 - the date will be 
confirmed before the summer holidays.   
 

PAYMENTS AND CANCELLATION CHARGES 
 

First deposit of £100 (non-refundable)  by Friday 15 June 2018 
Final balance of £200 by Friday 16  November 2018 

 
If you wish your daughter to participate in this trip:- 

 Please allow 48 hours from receipt of this letter for this trip to be added to ParentPay.  
Then, log into your ParentPay account, click on your relevant child’s page, find the 
corresponding item/trip and 

 tick the box offering permission for your daughter to participate in the trip 

 click “Pay Now”.    

 Please be aware that payment and permission must be made by 2.15pm on Friday 15 
June 2018 to allow the collation of all information pertinent to health and safety.  Please 
note that failure to meet this deadline date will result in your daughter being unable to 
participate in the trip.  Throughout the preparation process for the trip there may be 
other deadlines.  We regret that unless all deadlines are met your daughter’s place on 
the trip may be withdrawn. 

 
For this trip, the school will use the parental contact and medical information provided by 
parents and held on the school’s information system.  It is a parent’s responsibility to ensure 
that this is accurate and up to date.  If you are unsure on what information is held, please do not 
hesitate to contact the school office. 
 
Please find attached the school’s Code of Conduct that you and your daughter have agreed to.  
This is also posted to the school website. 
 
A previous Year 10 student commented that, “I would definitely recommend it to other students 
because it really is a worthwhile experience, not just because it would help History students with 
their understanding but because it really makes you appreciate how many people fought for our 
country and gave their lives for us today.” 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Ms L Puckett 
Head of History  
  
 
 



CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
While the students are out of school they will be subject to supervision by a reasonable number of 
school staff and adult helpers.  However, a well behaved group of students means that a visit can 
be enjoyed by all and will enhance the students’ educational experience.  A well behaved group is 
also a safe group. 
 
Please read and sign the Code of Conduct and return it to the trip leader. 
 

 We expect the students to abide by the normal rules of the school at all times. 

 Students are expected to obey supervising adults at all times. 

 Students should recognise that this is a visit not a holiday.  They will be expected to 
participate fully in all aspects of the visit, except where an activity is specifically classed as 
optional. 

 Students must not smoke or drink alcohol or be in possession of illegal substances 

 Students may not enter the accommodation occupied by other groups or areas designated 
as private or restricted areas. 

 Bedtimes and curfews must be observed. 

 Students will not be allowed to leave the group without the express permission from the 
group leader or his or her representative. 

 Students are expected to respect the environment.  This includes their accommodation and 
visit locations. 

 Students are expected to respect the traditions and practices of the local population.  They 
will refrain from making excessive noise or creating a disturbance. 

 The rules laid down by the organisers at the venue will be obeyed at all times. 

 All safety regulations will be obeyed at all times. 

 Students should ensure they are never alone.  They should stay in groups of at least four, 
unless rooming arrangements dictate otherwise. 

 Students should always be aware of meeting times and places and arrive promptly. 

 Students should dress appropriately. 

 Students have a responsibility to look after their own belongings, especially money. 

 Students should always carry some form of identification and accommodation details on 
them. 

 At airport terminals, students must never check in on their own. 

 On coaches and ferries, students must abide the safety regulations.  On coaches seat belts 
must be worn at all times (dependent on local law). 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


