
 

 
 
 
Our Ref: 0713a 
 
 
17 July 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
School Rule Changes for September 2018 
 
I am writing to share two important changes that will affect your daughters when they start at Parkstone 
Grammar School in September and the reasons for them.  
 
Firstly, from September students in Years 7 to 11 will be allowed to carry a bag containing their belongings 
to class and between classes. The reasons for this are: 
 

 Student Cabinet has this year often shared concerns of students who do not have enough room in their 
lockers to fit all their belongings. 
 

 Students sometimes do not wear an appropriate coat to school in cold or wet weather because they 
have no room in their locker to store it.  
 

 Students have to rush between periods two and three over break time to collect their equipment for 
the next lesson and therefore, on occasion, have limited time for a snack and to rest. 
 

 There is sometimes congestion around the locker areas at peak times. 
 

An exception to this will be that students will not be able to take bags into the Dining Hall at lunchtime.  This is 
to avoid accidents with hot food. 
 
Secondly, from September students in Years 7 to 11 will NOT be able to use a mobile phone / music player 
in school. The reasons are: 
 

 While technology can bring advantages to teaching and learning its use in schools has been shown to 
have a negative impact on working memory. 
 

 We increasingly see students using their mobile phones during break and lunchtimes instead of talking, 
laughing and getting involved in activities. Over time this impacts on the ability to form meaningful 
relationships and wider interests. 
 

 Clearly the internet is an amazing tool and it is part of our role at school to educate your daughters to 
use it safely and wisely. Students do not need a mobile device to allow us to do that. 
 

 Social media and the internet can be a needless distraction in the working day. 
 

 The risks of over exposure to social media and the internet are well documented. They can also lead to 
online bullying and abuse. We want to work with you to reduce our students’ dependence and 
vulnerabilities to such media. 
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I understand that some parents / carers will want their daughters to carry a mobile device for security on the 
journey to and from school. If this is the case it must be switched off and kept securely in a bag or secured 
locker. Please be aware that from September we will confiscate any such devices seen within the school 
premises. We encourage you not to allow your daughter to bring such a device unless absolutely necessary. 
 
I appreciate that you may personally agree or disagree with these new rules but hope that you understand the 
reasons are for the education and wellbeing of your daughter and welcome your support in enforcing these 
rules with your daughter from September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Tracy Harris 
Headteacher 
 
 
 


