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Our ref: 0721/TDH/GJ 
 
19 July 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
END OF THE SUMMER TERM 
 
As we reach the end of an extraordinarily busy year I am writing to share some important information 
about the end of term and beginning of the next academic year. This year has been filled with such 
fantastic events and student achievements that the time has flown by. I continue to be incredibly 
impressed with the enthusiasm, hard work and compassion of all the girls who dedicate themselves 
to their school work, extra-curricular activities and are the real heart of the school. 
 
It has been a very busy summer term at Parkstone and as the academic year draws to a close I would 
like to update you with some important information. After a full and successful year the summer term 
ends on Wednesday 25 July when the school will close at 12.30 pm. There will be no school lunches 
available on that day.   
 
Arrangements have been made with the bus companies to ensure that the school buses will leave at 
that time. If your daughter travels to school on a bus that is arranged privately by parents, I should be 
grateful if similar arrangements could be made by the organisers of these buses. 
 
The arrangements for the start of the new term are as follows: 
 
Wednesday 5 September:        Year 12 students should arrive at 8.20 am for their Induction Day 

Year 7 students should arrive in school at 10.30 am 
                                                       Year 13 students should be in school for their interview time 
PLEASE NOTE:                             Girls in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 DO NOT come to school on 5 September 
 
Thursday 6 September:         All students in school at usual time - 8.25 am             
  
IMPORTANT DATES 
INSET Days – the school will be CLOSED for students: 
Monday 3 September 2018  Staff safeguarding training and pastoral/curriculum training 
Tuesday 4 September 2018   Staff lesson planning time 
Friday 21 September 2018  Launch of Parkstone's professional development programme for 

teachers and Annual Teacher Appraisal 
Friday 19 October 2018   Joint training for Poole secondary schools with each school focusing 

on one of the following themes - leadership, behaviour, student 
wellbeing and SEND Support 

Monday 7 January 2019  Staff lesson planning time 
Tuesday 23 April 2019   Staff lesson planning time 
Thursday 13 June 2019   conclusion and results presentation from this year's professional 

development programme 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Early Closures 

 End of autumn Term - Friday 21 December - Early closure 12.30pm 

 Open Evening - Thursday 4 July 2019 – Early closure 1.15pm 

 End of Summer Term, Friday 19 July  - Early closure 12.30pm 
 
STAFF NEWS 
Sadly at the end of the year we have to say farewell to some members of staff.  We say farewell to 
Miss Brunt from the English department who is taking up a promoted post in another school.  We also 
say goodbye to Mr Dennes who has been Head of Business and Economics for the last 5 years and 
who is relocating with his family. Similarly we say farewell to Mr Makepeace who has been teacher 
and Head of Computing and who is also relocating with his family. A final relocation is Mr Nevin-Green 
from the Biology department. We also have a few retirements this year. Miss Atkinson retires from 
teaching, although she has only taught at Parkstone for 5 years. Mr Kewen retires from teaching 
having taught Physics and Science in a number of schools including Parkstone since 2003. From her 
post as Head of Physical Education we say goodbye to Miss Bird who is also retiring having served at 
Parkstone for an amazing 23 years. Finally, we say farewell to who would be one of Parkstone’s longest 
serving teachers, Mrs Lockyer, as teacher of languages and more recently as Head of Spanish and 
Assessment Manager Mrs Lockyer has served the students at Parkstone for 37 years! We wish them 
all well in their future adventures. 
 
As some staff leave so we welcome new colleagues to our staff team: 
 
Teaching Staff 

 Ms Helen Kellaway   Head of Business and Economics 

 Mrs Hayley McCallister   Head of Physical Education 

 Mr Mark Mortell   Head of Computing 

 Miss Rebekah Champion  Teacher of English and Head of KS3 English 

 Mr Phillip Watts   Teacher of Biology 

 Miss Shelby McHugh   Teacher of Biology 

 Miss Sarah Long   Teacher of Physics 

 Mrs Cathy Hirst    Teacher of English 
 
We have also made some internal appointments: 

 Mrs Stephanie Izard   Assistant Headteacher – one year 

 Mr Paul Collis     Academic Head of Sixth Form – one year 

 Mrs Julie Kelly    Assistant Head of Sixth Form – one year 

 Miss Mercedes Velasco de la Rosa Head of Spanish 

 Mrs Rachel Fooks   Head of Year 8 

 Mrs Sarah Huggins   Assistant Head of Years 7 & 8 

 Miss Caroline Mitchell   Assistant Head of Year 9 

 Mrs Hannah Mathers   Assistant Head of Year 10 
 
 
FUTURE PLANS 2018-19 
Summer building works this year include the re-design, refurbishment and decoration of the oldest 
changing rooms adjacent to the gym. This will provide facilities of equal standard to our purpose built 
Sports Hall and worthy of our outstanding student teams and clubs. We are also re-designing the 
‘Treble’ classroom in the music block along with other spaces to create a bespoke GCSE and A Level 
composition suite along with further practice spaces and storage. We will also be replacing a boiler in 
the languages block to ensure all our linguists stay warm next winter! 
 
 
 



 

Curriculum changes will continue to be a major focus for the forthcoming year. GCSE specifications 
continue to change radically over the next year and grading will change completely next year from the 
old GCSE A*-G system to grades 9 to 1. Current Year 10 students will be the third cohort to sit the 
reformed English and Maths qualifications and will be awarded grades 9-1 in all subjects in 2019. 
Current Year 12 students will take all ‘new’ linear A Level qualifications where all assessment takes 
place in the second and final year in 2019. 
 
Providing great teaching and learning opportunities will remain our highest focus moving into 2018-
19. We will have a focus on Key Stage 3 as curriculum changes on Key Stages 4 and 5 reach their 
completion, including a renewed focus on literacy including articulacy, debate and challenging texts. 
We will also have a focus on the promoting of cultural awareness to increase our students’ knowledge 
and understanding of wider society from a local, national and global perspective. Wellbeing continues 
to be a major focus of our work and we have our expanded our taught Wellbeing programme as well 
as our Time 2 Talk programme to all year groups – further details can be found on our websites. 
 
UNIFORM 
I welcome your continued support in ensuring your daughter leaves for school in the correct uniform. 
We work hard to remind students of the uniform code and ensure it is adhered to. The summer holiday 
is often the time when parents look to replace items of school uniform and to help in this I am 
attaching our uniform list for parents of main school students so that appropriate items are purchased 
with particular attention to appropriate skirt length. 
 
ONLINE SAFETY DURING THE SUMMER HOLIDAY 
We encourage our students and parents to remain vigilant and alert during the summer holiday when 
not at school. Online safety remains an important issue and we advise parents to work with their 
daughters to ensure they are safe on the internet, particularly when using social media websites. 
Excellent advice can be found on http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/.  
 

You will have read my letter last week outlining the change next year that students in Years 7 to 11 
will not be able to use a mobile device on the school premises. I understand that some parents / carers 
will want their daughters to carry a mobile device for security on the journey to and from school. If 
this is the case it must be switched off and kept securely in a bag or secured locker. Please be aware 
that from September we will confiscate any such devices seen within the school premises. We 
encourage you not to allow your daughter to bring such a device unless absolutely necessary. Urgent 
messages can be communicated by reception. I welcome your support in enforcing this new rule for 
the education benefits and wellbeing of your daughter. 

 
As we reach the end of a very busy year it provides us with opportunity to reflect on the many 
achievements and successes of our students. Thank you again for your continued support and for your 
involvement in the life of the school.  We look forward to 2018-19 being even more successful.  May I 
take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very relaxing and enjoyable summer holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs T Harris 
Headteacher 
 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

