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SIXTH FORM TEAM 

  
Mrs Izard          Mrs Moore   Mr Collis 

Assistant Headteacher       Head of Sixth Form (Pastoral)  Head of Sixth Form (Academic) 

KS5 Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Best          Mrs Kelly   Mrs Wilkinson 

Asst Head of Sixth Form         Asst Head of Sixth Form   Careers Manager 

 

COMMUNICATION 

• Groupcall – email and Xpressions app 

• Website – www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk 

• Twitter @ParkstoneGS 

• Tutor/ Heads and Assistant Heads of Sixth Form/ Mrs Izard 

 

THE CURRICULUM 

Year 12-13  Key Stage 5 – Linear A Levels 

 

  



INDEPENDENT STUDY 

Students should spend five hours per week per subject studying independently.  This may include: 

• Completing homework tasks set by subject teachers. 

• Consolidating class notes – students should read back over the class notes they have 

made, ensuring they make sense and rewriting any parts that don’t. They can colour 

code their work, highlighting key phrases and examples. 

• Organising folders / planning use of study periods – students should ensure they have a 

system for organising their notes, using folders and dividers to indicate the notes and 

resources they have for different topics. Effective time management is a key skill and 

students should spend some time at the beginning of each week planning how they will 

use their study periods. Students should consider how long each piece of work will take 

them and the deadlines set.  

• Researching in the library / on a computer – students are expected to read around their 

subjects. Reading lists are provided by many departments and subject teachers will be 

happy to recommend books and/or websites students can use to further their studies. 

However, students may also be able to find their own useful resources using the contents 

pages of books and online search engines. 

• Extension reading a relevant book / article – there is no expectation that students will read 

whole books, however, selecting relevant chapters to read or finding a relevant article in 

a journal or magazine will not only provide fresh perspectives on topics, but also help 

develop the writing style of students.  

• Preparatory reading – learning something new is always a challenge and sometimes it 

can be difficult to fully understand a topic when learning about it for the first time. 

Students can sometimes feel deflated when they leave a classroom having not fully 

understood everything immediately. This can be partially combated by reading about a 

topic before it is covered in the classroom. Making use of textbooks and aforementioned 

library books, journals and websites, students can put in place a foundation of 

understanding before building upon this in class. Students should not feel deflated if they 

have not fully understood everything they have read, but should instead take these 

questions with them to their classes where they can be answered. 

• Watching a relevant programme / YouTube channel – keeping up with current affairs is 

essential if students are to be able to apply their knowledge to the world in which we live. 

Watching relevant documentaries and news channels, students should be able to see the 

relevance of their studies as well as discovering new perspectives on various issues. 

• Reflection – there is nothing wrong with a student taking some time to stop and think. 

Considering their own views on topics, making synoptic links, and checking their 

understanding of the content, are all important tasks that require careful reflection. 

Knowledge of content is incredibly important at A-Level, but the ability to analyse and 

form judgements is equally important, so student should take the time to stop and reflect. 

• Revision – inevitably there will be occasions when a student is asked to prepare for an 

assessed task. At these times students should make revision resources and make use of 

tasks that ask them to apply their knowledge, such as past paper questions. Too often, 

some students focus on making resources that test their knowledge but do not allow them 

to analyse and form judgements. Students could make use of practice questions under 

timed conditions, write their own exam questions with accompanying mark schemes, or 

read a mark scheme and try to figure out the question being asked. All of these tasks ask 

a student to apply what they know. 



REPORTING 

• Three Tracking Points per year – November 2018, December 2018, February 2019. 

• Internal Exams Results: May 2019 

• Parents’ Evenings:  

• Parkstone - 17 January 2019 

• Poole Grammar Subjects - 26 March 2019 

 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT IN SIXTH FORM 

• Academic Skills Programme 2018 – During the first half of the Autumn term, students will 

attend lectures and sessions on how to develop the skills they need for Sixth Form study. 

Sessions include “How to Write an Essay” and “How to Conduct Your Own Research”. We 

are very grateful to Bournemouth University who aid in the delivery of some of these 

sessions. 

• Academic Monitoring and Coaching Sessions - Following the publication of Tracking 

Points, students will have a meeting with their tutor to discuss and reflect upon current 

progress. These are student-led meetings where the focus on helping a student to identify 

positive learning habits as well as any barriers to learning. Students will then be 

encouraged to reflect on any changes they wish to make to their current learning 

practices in order to set manageable targets for continuing progress. 

• Library and Learning Resource Centre – not only do these provide study spaces and 

resources to help student independently study, but the library also has a designated 

careers area where students can explore apprenticeships, careers and university courses. 

• Departmental Support Poster – all departments have a variety of ways in which they 

support students. This poster is located on the noticeboard in the students’ tutor bases. If 

ever a student is struggling in their studies they should look to this document for advice 

about what is on offer to support them. 

• Subject reps – many departments elect students to act as representatives for the subject. 

These students from year 13 offer to assist students in their studies of a particular subject. 

Heads of Department will be able to point a student in the direction of a subject 

representative. 

• ItsLearning – this virtual learning environment is used by departments to upload relevant 

resources for students to access. This may include resources used in lessons, or additional 

to be used for independent study. 

• Open Door Policy – the Sixth Form Office has an open door policy. If students are ever in 

need of advice or guidance then they are welcome to meet with one of the team who 

will gladly help. 

 

  



THE PERSONAL ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME 

TUESDAY PERIOD 5 WEEK A     TUESDAY PERIOD 5 WEEK B 

1.  Lecture Series     2.  Your options 

- Volunteering 

- Enrichment Activities  

CURRICULUM ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME 

WEDNESDAY PERIOD 5 WEEKS A & B      

 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK  

Work Experience Week will take place during the week commencing 3 June 2019. Students 

should use this week as an opportunity to gain an insight into an industry or career they may wish 

to work in, in the future. It is not essential for students to know exactly what career path they are 

planning to take as part of the purpose of this week is for students to explore their options. 

Students may choose to instead focus on certain workplace skills they wish to develop and use 

this week to challenge themselves. Students might also decide to explore an industry they know 

little about to see if it is one in which they might consider working in the future. 

Students will need to make contact with potential work experience placements and inform the 

school once they have found one they would like to secure. With other local schools in the area 

also offering this opportunity, it is vital that students begin to research and make contact with 

potential placements as early as possible. This is especially true if students are hoping to take 

placements in popular industries, such as the healthcare profession.  

 

PASTORAL SUPPORT IN SIXTH FORM 

• Wellbeing sessions: ‘Time to talk’ 

• The Sixth Form team 

• The Listening Ear counselling service 

• I*Eat  

• YADAS drop session  

• School nurse drop session 

• Careers advisor  



Know that a little bit of stress is normal! 

 

 

Additional Support and Advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PREPARING FOR LIFE AFTER PARKSTONE 

Date  Event  

January  Unifrog launch 

February  Oxbridge Information Evening 

February  Wellbeing session: PUSH – Why go to University 

March   Wellbeing session: Apprenticeships vs. University  

6 March  Careers Convention  

24 April UCAS Convention 

2 May  Higher Education Information Evening  

14 June  Futures Day   

June  Top Jobs Parents’ Evening 

 

COMMON CHALLENGES IN SIXTH FORM 

• Not adapting to A Level study 

• Part time jobs 

• Taking short cuts 

• Trouble with work-life balance 

• Year 12 matters 

• Not engaging with support 

 

KEY DATES 

Month For Parents’ Info: Student Event: 

November Tracking Point 1  

December Tracking Point 2  

January 17 Jan - Parkstone Parents’ Evening Unifrog Launch 

February 
Tracking Point 3 

Oxbridge Information Evening 

Wellbeing: Push Talk – Why go to 

university? 

March 
6 March - Careers Convention 

26 March - Poole Parents’ Evening 

Wellbeing: Apprenticeships vs 

University 

April 24 April - UCAS Convention - BU 
24-26 April - Language Oral and 

Art Exams 

May 
2 May - Higher Education 

Information Evening 

29 April - 8 May - Internal Exams 

24 May - Internal Exam Results 

Published 

June 
Top Jobs Parents’ Information 

Evening 
14 June - Futures Day 

July Post-18 Estimated Grades are decided 

 

 



PARENTS, FRIENDS AND STAFF ASSOCIATION 

 

Please sign up for as much or as little as you can. 

From joining the committee and planning event to helping out at one Parents’ Evening per year. 

Anything you can offer will be greatly appreciated.   

 


