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To Parents/Carers of Year 8 Students 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
YEAR 8 OPTIONS 
 
As you will no doubt be aware the deadline for your child’s Key Stage 4 option choices is Wednesday 
27 February 2019. 
 
Hopefully you and your child attended our Options Evening when you will have received an Options 
booklet showing what GCSEs we offer at Parkstone.  You will have also had the opportunity to talk to 
teachers at the Year 8 Parents’ Evenings and during a Wellbeing session Year 8 students have been 
able to talk to Year 11 students about the different subjects available at GCSE and what they are like 
to study. 
 
The majority of our students usually find the process of making their option choices straightforward, 
although a small minority do struggle with the decision-making process.  If any student is still finding 
it difficult to choose GCSE subjects please encourage them to speak to their form tutor, subject 
teachers, Head of Year or myself. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you about the importance of students keeping as 
many “doors” open for their future beyond GCSE.  Although we do have an open choice option system 
we would strongly advise that students follow an EBacc curriculum (one language and one humanities 
subject, either History or Geography, plus two other subjects) to ensure that a balanced choice of 
subjects is made and that as many opportunities as possible remain open to your child at transition to 
Key Stage 5.  Evidence from students’ first choice indicates that most seem to have taken this advice 
but if we feel that this balance has not been considered by a student we will take the opportunity to 
speak to them about this and their future plans to ensure no opportunities are closed. 
 
If you still have any questions about the process or need further advice please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Miss D Willis 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 


