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On Thursday 19 March 2015 at the Bournemouth Internaonal Centre over 500 children and young
people came together to commemorate the First World War, in a uniquely creave and collaborave
event. The students commemorated the 1914-18 war in song, dance and drama, along with professional
musicians.
A group of Year 7, 8 and 9 students from Parkstone had the amazing
opportunity to work with professional musicians from the Bath Philarmonia
to compose and perform an original piece of music inspired by the leers of
Private Sidney Lewis.
Sidney George Lewis enlisted in the East Surrey Regiment in August 1915 at the
age of twelve. He fought in the Bale of the Somme in 1916, then aged
thirteen, in the 106th Machine Gun Company of the Machine Gun Corps. Lewis
fought in the Bale of Delville Wood which saw some of the worst casuales
on the Somme. He was sent home
aer his mother sent his birth
cerﬁcate to the War Oﬃce and
demanded his return. Lewis was
awarded the Victory Medal and
the Brish War Medal.
Sidney’s son, Colin, lives in Poole
and spoke to our students about
his father’s experience. Colin said:
“He told me he had served in WWI
and I didn’t believe it, I thought he
was too young.” Of the bale of
the Somme in 1916 at Delville
Wood Colin told us that “They
Parkstone students composing their piece
fought for six days,” said Colin.
Sidney George Lewis
“3,600 went in and 172 came out unscathed. He was one of them.”
The quality of the music-making was exceponal and many commentated that the Parkstone
performance was the highlight of the event! Colin’s grand-daughter, Isobel, is a Parkstone student and
the family connecon to Sidney and his story made the opportunity to be involved in such a moving piece
of music all the more special.

OUR AFRICAN ADVENTURE
As a school, we are very proud to learn of our students’ adventures outside of school. Here Year 11
students Sarah Munson and Emma Blaney tell us of their trip to Africa to help at a local orphanage :
In February half term we went to Lesotho in Southern Africa to help out at Beautiful Gate Orphanage, who provide safety
and care for abandoned, HIV/AIDS affected and other vulnerable children from age’s 0-5years. We spent a week there
helping in the children’s houses and caring for them in playgroup. On our first day we were very nervous as we entered
the children’s houses where they live and are cared for as we did not know what we would be faced with. The normal
day started with us getting the children off to play group at 8.30 for 3 hours of fun, games and singalongs.
After playgroup the children would go back to
their houses where we had the messy job of
feeding the younger children a meal of ‘papa’
(made with maize) and milk before they went for
their nap. Once they were asleep some of the
volunteers would join us in fetching the older
children from preschool and walking them back
to the houses and getting them ready for their
nap time.
When the children woke up everyone joined in
the outside play and snack time. After play time
the children went back to their houses for a
chaotic bath time where we got them into their
pyjamas and fed them again ready for bed.
However this was not all we did, on our first weekend we went on a day long mountain hike
with a couple who had recently adopted a child from beautiful gate. During which we were
able to enjoy the natural beauty of the area and even went for a swim under a waterfall. Not
only this but on the Sunday we visited a local church and then in the afternoon went to a
game reserve where they breed lions and we got to cuddle a baby lion.
From our trip we have learnt about the importance of the orphanage in this area due to the
shocking statistics of HIV, poverty and rape. This means that many babies and children are
orphaned or abandoned by their parents who are unable to care for them. This results in
them having to be housed and cared for in Beautiful Gate.
Sarah and Emma
Parkstone Grammar School for Girls
Sopers Lane, Poole, BH17 7EP
Tel : 01202 605605
www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
As the clocks move forward and Spring has arrived, I reflect on a very busy and successful term at
Parkstone.
A poignant moment was the student composition of an original piece of music with the Bath Philharmonia
for the ‘Lest we Forget’ concert. The letters of 12 year old soldier Private Sidney Lewis were the inspiration
for the Key Stage 3 students who composed the piece. The special appearance of Colin Lewis, son of Sidney, and his
granddaughter Isobel, a student at Parkstone, made the experience all the more special. A moving concert at the BIC was
a fantastic finale to this project.
This term has seen students venturing all over the globe. A Politics trip to Washington and History trip to the First World
War Battlefields took place over February half term. Economics students have visited the Bank of England and English
students the Globe Theatre. Parkstone students visited Exeter University to compete for the first time in the South West
Academic Trust debating and public speaking competition. Year 9 students also took part in a public speaking competition
in school with an exceptionally high standard of content and presentation skill. Extra-curricular trips and events are an
important feature of life at Parkstone as we seek to develop the wider skills and experiences of the students. It is for this
reason that we have introduced an Activities Week for Key Stage 3 students in June this year.
Whole school activities have been many and varied. Both students and staff made fantastic efforts to depict much loved
literary characters on World Book Day raising funds to promote the love of reading. The annual Gym and Dance competition
was a fantastic show case of hard work, enthusiasm and confidence as students performed their own choreographed
routines to the panel of judges. We were also delighted to welcome Tracey Edwards MBE to Parkstone who gave an
inspirational speech to students about her journey to international sailing success.
Charity fundraising is an important part of life at Parkstone as we support individuals and communities in need. Students
this term have supported our partner school in Africa, Jambo Jipya, through discos and smartie tubes. Key Stage 3
students have recently held their charity week in which activities such as the charity fair, teacher Bake-Off and throwing
sponges at teachers raised much needed funds for the students’ choice of charities; Cancer Research, Ebola Aid and Make
a Wish. The generosity and compassion of the girls is always an inspiration for me.
Year 11, 12 and 13 students now look towards their imminent examinations. I wish students every success in their revision
over the forthcoming weeks.
Can I take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support, particularly those parents who form the PSA for
their many contributions to fundraising and supporting school events.

TRACY EDWARDS
MBE
It was with much excitement recently that
the school warmly welcomed round the
world sailor and motivational speaker
Tracy Edwards MBE to the school!!

CASTLE COMPETITION
The History Department launched its Castle Competition for Year 7 and eventually had
to choose 4 instead of 3 winners because the standard was so high!
Students had to create a castle model and consider how their castle would be defended
against medieval war weaponry. Students used a range of materials to complete their
castles from plastic to cardboard to wood and even biscuit (which Miss Puckett found it
very difficult to resist!).

Congratulations go to four worthy winners for their efforts - Ella Jordan, Millie Kelsall,
Kathryn White and Lauren Somerville.

FRENCH EXCHANGE
Kindly organised by a parent, Tracy spoke
to Year 8 students inspiring them with her
tales of life as a dedicated sailor.
Our sincere thanks to Dr Thomas for
providing such as wonderful treat for the
students.

In March Parkstone was delighted to welcome
French students from our Exchange partner
school, College Bobee from Yvetot, France.
The visitors were treated to a busy itinerary
during their stay including a day in school
enjoying lessons (see photograph!), a trip to
London to enjoy the many sites and also a trip
to Salisbury including viewing the Magna
Carta.
Strong friendships have been formed
between Exchange partners and Parkstone
students are now looking forward to visiting
France in May.
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YEAR 8 TRIP TO COLOGNE
The trip to Cologne, in Germany was excing, amazing and crammed full of wonderful acvies!
We travelled at night, which was a ring trip and we stopped at lots of service staons. We then arrived at the Euro Tunnel and had
a look around the duty free shop. We then got on the Euro Star, which was hot but was the ﬁrst me for some which was excing. When
we got oﬀ the Euro Star we carried on driving for a while and then arrived at our hotel. We all changed and cleaned our teeth for a
brilliant day ahead.
The ﬁrst day started with a walk to the wonderful Lindt factory and museum. This was amazing as we got to see how Lindt started and
what it was like then, see how it was made for us and there was also a chocolate fountain where the Lindt people dipped wafers in
the warm chocolate for us to try! As well as this there was a make your own chocolate where they had a tray of slightly melted chocolate
and you asked the Lindt people to put the things you wanted on it.
Aer that, we had a tradional German meal at the small German market then walked to another market to have a fantasc me on
the prey, outdoor ice-rink; this was brilliant. Then we walked to the big German market and it was just starng to get dark so all of
the prey lights were coming on. There were lovely models, souvenirs, foods and a good atmosphere. We were all geng a bit cold
because it was raining so we then took the underground to the staon near the hotel and walked the rest of the way. All of us ate supper
that was kindly provided by the hostel. We then got out of our wet clothes and changed into dry, warm ones to go to the markets again.
The markets had transformed, the lights were all on and it was very busy; we all had an amazing me and even got to look inside the
cathedral which was beauful. Then we went back to the hotel and had a hot chocolate before bed. In the morning, we packed all of
our things before leaving on the coach to the shopping centre to see the German shops, which were not too diﬀerent from ours apart
from a few changes. Then we started our long journey back, where we watched many ﬁlms.
Overall, the trip to Germany may have been short but we managed to ﬁt so many brilliant things in that we will remember it for a long
me ahead.

HARRIET WATKINS

OTHELLO
n March, two classes of Year 10 pupils were fortunate enough to have a deeply enriching and captivating
Ikeen
glimpse into the wonders of Jacobean theatre. Armed with well-studied copies of ‘Othello’ and scores of
enthusiasm, the lucky students embarked on a long coach journey to the bustling city of London .
After arriving within the city centre, the weary travellers were soon energised as their final destination drew
nearer. There was a palpable buzz of excitement among the students as they disembarked the coach,
sparing a minute to eat their lunches and caffeinate their systems along the scenic banks of the iconic
river Thames. Once their hungers were sated and their thirsts quenched, it was time to indulge in the culture
and creativity of classic theatre with Shakespeare’s infamous tragedy, Othello.
Eager to get inside the monumental building of The Globe Theatre, everyone readily assembled outside,
tickets clenched protectively in the fists of the pupils. There was a buzzing air of excitement, and once they began the ascent to their
seating excited whispers were exchanged and railings were clenched in anticipation. Soon, the long awaited production would begin.
Thankfully, the seating arrangements were excellent – the view of the theatre was grand, and many jokes were made at the expense
of the groundlings below. Before long, the lively crowds quietened and the actors took to the stage.
Riveting from start to finish, the wonderful presentation of this timeless play mercilessly gripped the audience, skilfully modernising
the masterpiece whilst remaining true to Shakespeare’s original script. One of the defining features of Shakespeare’s works is the
lack of concrete context and clear stage directions, which allows plenty of room for interpretation. The company took advantage of
this creative liberty, taking the typical militarised setting and making it fresh and original through expert characterisation and skilful
usage of the environment. There were many wonderful performances on all fronts, from the beguiling Iago to the charming and
eloquent Desdemona. Othello was truly charismatic, and his skilful depiction of the characters deterioration was truly bought the
piece to life. In the compelling and harrowing finale, however, the spotlight was taken by the grief stricken Amelia, who laments for
her lost mistress and unwinds Iago’s plot with a striking sincerity. Her wonderful performance was deeply touching, and left the pupils
in awe long after the final curtain was drawn.
Overall, the students left with a new, enlightened perspective on the classic play. The experience of viewing a Shakespearian play in
such an authentic setting and performed with such passion will no doubt be the basis of many invaluable, cherished memories. It was
truly a very successful and enjoyable visit, and an excellent time was had by all.
“The cloud-capp'd tow'rs, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temples, the great globe itself.”
- The Tempest, Act 4 Scene
Eloise Murrey 10R
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WORLD BOOK DAY
World Book Day is a UNESCO supported annual international event, which we celebrated on 5 March 2015.
English prefects kicked off proceedings with assemblies to promote reading and the activities and competitions taking place
in school. They also ran the lunchtime book sale of donated books in the Hall, which then continued in the library: thanks
to Mrs Stewart in the Library Resource Centre, for her patience and help with this.
5 March itself was deemed a non-uniform day (all proceeds will go towards buying books and resources for Jambo Jipya
school in Kenya) with an opportunity to dress up as a famous book character. It was very entertaining to be walking the
school corridors and rubbing shoulders with a range of colourful characters from Tove Jansson’s Moomintroll to Dr Faustus
and Mephostophelis from Marlowe’s play. The prize for most imaginative student costume this year was won by Mia
Hornsby in Year 7, for her chillingly creative costume as the Demon Dentist from David Walliams’ popular book. Mrs
Hendra won the teacher’s costume prize with her very impressive and convincing portrayal of Professor Trelawney from
the Harry Potter series - crystal ball and everything!
Thanks to all who entered the competitions - it was really tough choosing winners - and to the wonderful English Dept
Prefects for their brilliant organisational skills. Thanks are also due to the long suffering teachers who entered into the
spirit of things and added an interesting twist to their lessons by standing in front of their classes dressed as a cowardly
lion or wearing a crazy wig or huge hobbit feet. Happy reading everyone!
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LOVE’S LABOURS WON
‘Love’s Labours Won’ (AKA‘Much Ado About Nothing’ )
Year 12 have been studying aspects of dramatic comedy for AS English Literature and were extremely lucky to be able to see a production of ‘Love’s
Labours Won’ in Stratford-upon-Avon, birthplace of Shakespeare, put on by the Royal Shakespeare Company.
This famous comedy is better known as ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ and this production was a clever twist on the original, updating the setting to
the autumn of 1918, and the immediate aftermath of the First World War. The intention of the actors and director was to finally present two
Shakespearean plays, ‘ Love’s Labours Lost’ and ‘Love’s Labours Won as pair, with consecutive productions. In linking the two plays together, the
RSC successfully combined the ideas of both plays in a way believed to never have been attempted before.
The play begins with the two heroines, Beatrice and Hero, neatly folding the sheets of six makeshift hospital beds in the library of a grand country
mansion. They are dressed in the attire of two WWI nurses; Leonato, adorned in military uniform, awaits the arrival of some close friends, home from
the war, Don Antonio, Claudio and Benedick.
The surprisingly fitting WWI theme was the perfect excuse for an creative and lively adaptation of the original Shakespearean text, enhanced by
swing style music of the 1920s, complete with appropriate, beautiful costumes. The set transported us back into an era not too long gone, with the
original Shakespearean words left untainted. In this rendition Don John’s nasty intentions are explained away as embitterment left over from the war,
with Don John, ably played by Sam Alexander, never being without his crutch; a clever hint at his back story. Other aspects of the play following this
idea soon fell into place.
Edward Bennet, who has played roles in ‘War Horse’ and also had an appearance on ‘Miranda’, portrayed the witty and intelligent Benedick true
to form, with each scene leaving a lasting impression. Shakespeare’s 400 year old words were brought back to life with an energetic and hilarious
cast that had us all almost rolling off the balcony, impeccably timed and beautifully spoken.
The witty comedy moments between Beatrice, Benedick and the rest was balanced perfectly with the low level , laugh-out-loud humour of the
infamous Watch. Nick Haverson excelled in the role of blundering self-important Dogberry, malapropisms and all. The scenes involving the Watch
were fragments of comedy gold, bringing us close to tears with laughter. The spot-on portrayal of Beatrice, embodied by the talented Michelle Terry
and perfectly captured within every single word and gesture, corresponded perfectly to Benedick’s role, and was complimented by the rest of the
cast.
The play drew to a close on a happy scene with the plot resolved, a song and dance, and thunderous applause. We still faced a long journey home,
late into the night, but all involved agreed it had been well worth it.
Helena Boniface

CAREERS
CONVENTION
n March this year the
Idelegates
school warmly welcomed
and
representaves from trade
and industry to oﬀer careers
advice at our annual
Careers Convenon.
Nearly 65 representaves
aended, oﬀering a wide
diversity of knowledge
and experience. We are
immensely grateful to all
delegates for giving of
their
me
and
enthusiasm to make the
event such a success.
We would be interested
if anyone was able to
help with contacts for
next year - particularly in the retail and catering
professions. If you can help, please contact Julia
Wilkinson, Careers Co-ordinator at the school.
Thank you.

FRENCH DRAMA FESTIVAL
6 Year 8 students (Eleanor
Cutting, Emily O'Brien, Emi
Saji, Alice Coventon, Alice
Powell and Erika Dovey)
participated in the Bristol
French Drama Festival on 14
March at Bristol University.
The trip gave the girls the
opportunity to visit the Modern
Languages faculty, take part in
French drama workshops and
present their sketch 'Revanche
au restaurant' - a warning on
the perils of celebrity! - to a
panel of judges including the Head of Alliance Française de Bristol, the Attaché de
coopération pour le français and the French Honorary Consul.
The pupils received a commendation for their characterisation and comedy and enjoyed the day
so much that they are keen to compete again next year! Special thanks go to Beuni Benny (8T)
who was unable to attend but helped with music, props and costume, and to Mrs Atkinson, who
valiantly gave up her Saturday to drive us to Bristol in the minibus.

TENNER
CHALLENGE
Fifty six Year 9 students are taking part in
this year’s “tenner challenge” and there
was a real buzz at the launch on
23
February when £560 was handed out to
students with the challenge to make as
most money over the next four weeks.
This year a launch event and business
breakfast took place supported by Young
Enterprise volunteers and already some
interesting ideas are running including
fashion design and a photo booth.
It will be interesting to see the creativity
and ingenuity of the students.
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YOUNG
ENTERPRISE
As part of the Young Enterprise
Company programme students
from Parkstone entered the
Dragons Den in search of funding
and were successful in winning an
investment from Humphries Kirk
who were impressed with their app
based business.
Those wanng informaon on their
product should look at the “Fesval
Finder” app available in the Google
store.
Highly enterprising!

FASHION SHOW

ear 7 have students have been working with their year 12 Peer Mentors on the issues of peer pressure, body image and
Ysocial
smoking. Within these topics the students explored the following issues in PSHE: personal identy, healthy life styles, diversity,
skills and self awareness. The students had to design T-shirts on the two issues, choreograph a roune and present to
their year group. Everyone work very hard and the fashion show was amazing - check out some of designs in the main corridor.

I really loved designing the T-shirts
It was fun because we could be creative

I liked seeing everybody else's ideas
It was great working with the
peer mentors
The best thing I have ever done!
Working with the whole year
group was fantastic

I will never forget taking part in
this experience
Scary but fun
I wish we could do it again!
The atmosphere was amazing!
I never though I would be brave
enough to walk down the
catwalk - but I did and it was
great!

MUSEUMS EXHIBITION

SENIOR AWARDS

Year 8 and 9 students have been incredibly
creave in their History lessons by creang their
own museum exhibions on Nazi Germany.
Students needed to create their own exhibit in
groups and even constructed their own success
criteria based on the types of museum exhibions
they ﬁnd interesng as teenagers.
Students had to work to a ght deadline and
ensure their exhibits were ready in order to teach
other students (and staﬀ) about their element of
Nazi Germany. It was a pleasure to see such diverse
and creave ideas
- some students
made
model
classrooms, others
created their own
short documentaries to accompany their exhibit, there were
podcasts and re-enactments as well as artwork and bucket
loads of informaon to learn from.
Staﬀ who visited these exhibits from outside of the history
department were very impressed with the quality of work .
History teachers were especially impressed with how well
teams divided up the work between themselves to meet the
task objecves.

I

n March we were proud to celebrate the
many achievements of our former Year
11 and 12 students in our annual Senior
Awards Ceremony.
Former student and school supporter, Lucy
Devlin, kindly presented the prizes to
prizewinners and she also offered an
inspirational speech to the audience,
sharing with them her exciting career since
Parkstone.
Her charismatic delivery
captivated everyone, encouraging today’s
students to work hard and keep their
aspirations high!
As well as this, the format of the ceremony
underwent a change this year and involved
some wonderful Drama and Musical
presentations by the students, as well as a
magnificent display of artwork.
All in all, it was a wonderful celebration of
students’
achievements
and
highly

entertaining.

6

YEAR 10 BATTLEFIELDS
In February the History Department had the privilege of taking 72 Year 10 students on the annual Battlefields trip. The trip is always an
emotional one for the students and one where students return considering their own views on issues including patriotism, loss and
remembrance, which are just as poignant in our twenty first century society as they were in 1918.
Below two students give their opinions of this trip:

I found the Belgium trip a great experience. Whilst in Belgium and France
I learnt so much and I felt I could really understand what the war was like.
There were lots to learn on the trip and it added to my understanding of
how sacrificial and terrifying the war was. At Tyne Cot Cemetery I felt I could
really see the consequences of war and how brave the soldiers were to lay
down their lives for their country.
The most emotional and personal moment for me was seeing the Thiepval
Memorial because my great-great grandad’s name was remembered there.
Overall the trip was an amazing experience where I learnt many interesting
facts and realised the impacts of war.
Becky Johnstone

In February I went on the Year 10 History
trip to France and Belgium. We travelled
to various different sites of historical
interest including Hill 62 – preserved
British trenches – where we had a few
causalities of our own and Vimy Ridge
where we learned about life on the front
line for soldiers from different nations, in
this case the Canadians, and more
about tactics and artillery used in WW1.
We also went to the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate. This was quite an emotional
experience for me as the music amplified the loss suffered on both sides. However, overall it was
a fantastic experience where I met new people, learnt interesting facts and gained a greater
understanding of the sacrifices made for freedom.
Hannah Sinclair-Walker
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THE NUTTERS!

DEBATING

e were delighted to hear from former Parkstone student, Kate Starmer,
who has found fame as an author!

W

Six talented Year 10 students competed in the South West Academic
Trust Debating Competition on 18 March. This was the first time
Parkstone has entered the prestigious SWAT debating competition
The students - Tash Das; Eloise Priestley; Mae Milner; Licia Hitching;
Sacha Rines; Claire Wignall - were required to debate against eleven
other Grammar School teams from the South West of England. Topics
debated included:
* Compulsory voting in General Elections;
* School uniform;
* Vegetarianism.

Kate has recently had her first book published - it’s called ‘The Nutters’ and is
a humorous murder mystery. Kate
describes the novel to us :

“Take a medically retired copper put out of
action by a killer clown, add his eager but
easily distracted wife, sprinkle in small town
jealousies, secret pasts, blackmail,
unrequited love and top off with a lot of
food, wine, tea and cakes and Albert and
Rose Nutter's first case as private detectives
is all set to be a twisting, turning, caloriefilled adventure.

The
Parkstone
students
were
new to the Oxford
Union debating
format,
but
performed at an
extremely
high
level throughout,
reaching
the
semi-final stage.
One
notable
highlight was the unanimous victory over Colleton Grammar School,
where the Parkstone team presented an extremely strong argument
against compulsory voting. All of the students gained significantly from
the experience, and will help to prepare Parkstone's team for the
competition next year.
A special note of thanks to Lara Freeman (Year 12) who acted as a
judge for the debates involving other schools, and to Matilda Mayhew

In the quiet village of Upper Wobble, the
vicar's wife is receiving hate mail, someone
else is being blackmailed, and the most
eligible male in town is turning women's
heads. Enter the Nutters, incognito, to get
to the bottom of it all. Meanwhile in the neighbouring village of Little Wobble,
something far more dangerous than all the blackmailers in leafy England is on
the hunt, and his target may be much closer to their home than they know.”
It sounds very exciting!! We wish Kate the very best with her future writing and look forward to hearing more from her.

AUTHOR’S
INSPIRATION

and Alice Powell (Year 8) who attended the Parkstone debates
as audience members, asking many intelligent and pertinent
questions.

In January, a group of interested student from The Book Club went
on a trip to Poole Library for the grand opening of the teen
literature session, hosted by fantasy author Marcus Alexander, who
gave an inspiring talk to the students around the focal point of
‘what an author looks like’.

ENGLISH CONFERENCE
In February, a group of 21 A level English Language students ventured up to
London to the English and Media Centre’s annual English Language
Conference.
The speakers at the conference included a wide range of professional English
language linguists including Deborah Cameron, David Marsh, David Crystal
and others.
The first speaker, Professor Deborah Cameron, who wrote the book ‘The Myth
of Mars and Venus’, kicked off the conference with a more formal approach.
Her research is mainly focused on the effects of language and gender but she
also made reference to the effects of language attitudes and ideologies,
language and media. She based her speech for this conference on sex, lies
and stereotypes; within her speech, she spoke about the differences between
the fillers men use and the fillers women use. She stated that women are
more likely to use ‘um’ more and men are most likely to use ‘er’ more – and
looked at some of the biased assumptions made by some people based on
these facts
David Marsh, who is an editor of the style guide in The Guardian newspaper
and therefore is responsible for any mistakes made, then went on to speak
about the ‘sound of syntax’. He took a more light-hearted approach than
Deborah Cameron within his speech making it entertaining and engaging
for the audience. His speech mainly focused on 10 tips for clear
communication.
After lunch, Professor David Crystal gave a speech, which we were all very
excited about as he is renowned as being one of the most well-known English
language specialists. His speech was based on pragmatics (the underlying
context and meaning of our speech). Similarly to David Marsh, he created a
fun and interactive atmosphere which engaged the audience as well as
allowing us to thoroughly enjoy the speech. He mentioned the use of
phonology within our speech, saying that most of the time when we speak we
use the bottom third of our pitch register which is relatively low.
Overall, we really enjoyed the trip and the speakers were both interesting as
well as entertaining. The fact that we were with other students studying
English language from sixth forms, colleges and universities made us feel
comfortable and surprisingly we could keep up with what was being said,
despite being some of the youngest students there. We highly recommend
the trip for all English language students if it is repeated in the future, as it has
helped us to be able to incorporate the linguists research to our AS studies,
both in coursework and classwork.
Chelsie Scadding and Georgia Garforth

photo courtesy of Poole Library

He regaled the audience with tales of his travels across the
world, to the backdrop of a slideshow detailing sights, sports
and foods he encountered along his journeys. The moral of his
invigorating and lively talk was that anyone can be an author,
and he certainly went quite a way to inspire the feeling that
inspiration lies outdoors, rather than indoors on a a screen, an
important message for young people today.
After Mr Alexander gave his enthralling speech, all students
were offered a free copy of a book from his Keeper of the
Realms series, and he kindly stayed on to sign these for the
students, as well as giving out posters. Everyone had the
chance to ask questions about him, his books, and becoming an
author, and he answered them in a light-heated and
entertaining way. The students were pleased with the
opportunity and the information he gave them, and are now
on their way to becoming bestselling authors.
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REPORTING FROM THE ALPS! ...
Whilst writing this article I am sitting looking out of my apartment window at a very
snowy mountain side. I am currently in Tignes situated high in the French Alps and today
was due to mark the start of the final snow races of the 2015 British ski calendar. Sadly
though heavy snow falls and high winds have lead to the cancellation of today’s races.
This is very disappointing as I have been training hard in France over the last four weeks in
preparation for this event and I was hoping for good conditions so I could put all my hard work
to use.
The weather in the Alps hasn't been all bad though, and I have represented PGS in schools’
races in both France and Switzerland in perfect conditions over the last month, finishing 6th
in the under 14 girls at the Aiglon College Cup in Switzerland, third in my birth year.
Having lived away from home for the last month,I have had to conduct my schooling in
France. This has only been possible with the continued help and support help of my
teachers at Parkstone and the school in general for which I am very grateful.
Next time I write I hope it will be to report of good results from the remaining races here in Tignes. In the mean time I look forward to getting
back home and catching up with all my friends at school.
Ellie Orchard 8R Under 14 Ski Racer with the British Ski Academy

DUKE OF EDINBURGH

OFF TO THE BANK OF ENGLAND!

Congratulations go to all the students who have completed their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Award.
All the students who have achieved the award have demonstrated a
commitment to developing themselves and their local community. They
have learnt a skill, committed to a physical activity and volunteered for
a charitable organisation for up to 6 months.
They have also completed walking expeditions in both the New Forest
and Purbeck, carrying everything they need to 2 days in their rucksacks
and navigating their routes using maps and compasses.
The presentation ceremony was held at Poole High and certificates
were presented by the Mayor of Poole.

Year 12 Economics students attended the Bank of England and
Mckinseys for presentations relevant to their studies.
The Mckinseys presentations were particularly inspiring and there
were opportunities to explore the Tate Modern and other major
sites in London.

ECLIPSE
Despite the clouds many groups of students gathered behind
the Language block to try to catch a glimpse of the Partial solar
eclipse on 20 March
Unfortunately the cloud cover was just too dense for any
sightings, although it was noticed that light levels dropped at
the peak of the eclipse then rose again (slightly)!
Perhaps we'll have more luck if we try again in 2090 ... !!

WASHINGTON
The school trip to Washington over
February half term was an amazing
experience for all involved. From
seeing the Vice President arriving at
the White House to touring the
Pentagon, there wasn’t a moment
when we weren’t busy. Although it
was only 5 days, the trip was packed
with tours and visits including :
•
A visit to The US Capitol, The Senate & House Galleries
•
A tour of The Supreme Court
•
A guided tour of The Library of Congress
•
A walking Tour including K Street Corridor
•
A guided Tour of the Pentagon
•
A visit to Arlington Cemetery
•
A trip to see the Washington Memorials/Lincoln Memorial
•
A visit to The White House Visitor Centre
It seems to have left everyone involved with countless memories and stories to tell.
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ARTWORK
We are very proud to showcase some of
our talented students’ artwork.

Lizzie Burt

Minna Eyre
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GYM & DANCE COMPETITION 2015
Our annual Gym and Dance competition was, yet again, a memorable and exciting event. Every year the school enjoys the familiar
“buzz” as students plan and rehearse their routines. As the big day gets closer, every corner of the school reveals a different group
of dancers or gymnasts practising their moves. Girls from all year groups entered the competition performing to an incredibly high
standard. There were some excellent displays and some outstanding choreography. Congratulations to all who took part! Below
are just some of the talented participants.

DRAMA NEWS
* Parkstone Youth Theatre. Since the Shakespeare Schools Festival last October our Drama Club has evolved
to become Parkstone Youth Theatre due to the commitment and ambition of students in Year 8 and 9 and their
leaders from the Senior School (pupils from Year 11, 12 and 13).
This means that in future Year 7 will have a Drama Club of games
and improvisation through the Autumn Term and will then join the Parkstone Youth Theatre after
Christmas. The Club currently boasts over 45 regular attendees every Friday lunchtime. Girls were
keen to devise their own piece about bullying and will perform their work in year assemblies to the
lower school before Easter.
In the Summer Term we will run DramaFest 2015. All contestants will perform small group scenes
from a new version of Alice in Wonderland as a piece of promenade theatre. Prizes will be awarded
for individual and group 'stand-out' performances. If you would like to join PYT please speak to Miss
Whelan
* Year 11 students have completed their final practical assessment working on a diverse range
of scripts such as 'My Mother Said', 'Blue Remembered Hills' and '100'. The standard of

PYT students perform their piece on ‘Bullying’ performance was very high indeed. Well done Year 11!

* Year 10 and Year 9 students will join us at The Mayflower on 2 July to see 'The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time'.
* AS students will shortly be completing their practical assessments and we have a range of work from comic to tragic to epic theatre with
'Billy Liar', '5 Kinds of Silence' and a new play called 'Monsters'. This exam will be hosted at Cleave Hall, Poole Grammar School this year.
* A2 have successfully completed 40% of their course with their final Devised work on 6 March. We saw 3 highly original creative adaptations
of Women from the Iliad, Dahl's 'Lamb to the Slaughter' and 'The Company of Wolves'. Well done Year 13!
* In other news: Bugsy has been cast for Activities Week and we will begin learning and rehearsing the chorus numbers in some Drama lessons as
part of our extended project work. Sweeney Todd has also been cast and all main leads are students from Year 12 as we had such a strong field. We
have also had many student volunteers for Stage Management, costume, make-up and a whole team who want to design the set. The student led
production has now become a firm tradition of A Level students on the joint course. This year a small cast performed a new play 'Boys' at Poole Grammar.
The production was superb - very accomplished in all aspects. Year 12 girls will need to start thinking about stepping up to the challenge as it is our
turn again next Spring.
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Sport
CROSSCOUNTRY-SeasonReport
This season has yet again
been a busy and
successful one. Some
very talented teams
from Parkstone have
competed in a whole
range of events and
have done exceponally
well.
Students from all age
groups ran in the Poole
and East Dorset leagues.
The Year 7 Team competed well. The Junior Team won the team event
with Lola Brown- Araujo taking the individual tle and Lily Burne
gaining second place. The Inter team also won their league. Serena
O’Connor took the Inters individual tle with Emma Marn gaining
second place.
Both the Intermediate and Junior Teams raced in the ﬁrst round of the
English Schools’ Cross Country Cup. The results of the ﬁrst round
enabled the teams to compete in the Regional Finals at Kings College,
Taunton in November. On a rather wet and sunny Saturday morning,
both teams performed tremendously well in very challenging
condions with some outstanding runs, from Lola Brown-Araujo and
Bess Bickel. Overall the Junior Team gained 10th place and the
Intermediate Team gained 5th place.
To complete the season the teams also ran in 2 Bryanston events where
our intermediate team yet again took medals as a team and individuals.
The Leweston Relays event also proved to be yet again a successful one
for both our Junior & Intermediate Team with the A teams gaining 1st
and 2nd place respecvely.!! Individual medals were awarded to
Serenna O’Connor – 1st and Lola Brown-Araujo- 2nd.
Individually, in the Dorset Schools’ Championships Serenna O’Connor,
Emma Marn, Fern Kimber and Lola Brown-Araujo all gained top 10
posions. Serenna, Emma & Lola all went forward to compete at the
Regional Finals. Again there were outstanding performances by all
athletes. Their posions secured them a place to compete in the English
Schools’ Cross Country Championships (where Paula Radcliﬀe started
her career); where they gained the following places : Serenna – 17th out
of 339, Emma 149 out of 339 and Lola 219 out of 345.
Congratulaons should also go to Serena who gained second place in
the U17 UK Cross County Championships. An amazing achievement.

TRAMPOLINING CHAMP!
In our previous email we reported on International
trampolinist, Great British Champion and Year 9
student, Isobel Leigh-Warren .
We thought you would be interested to hear of
her continuing success.
Izzy has recently visited Denmark as part of her
World Age training and competition program
leading up to World Age Championships in
November which coincidentally is in Denmark so
we are hoping for a return visit later this year!
On top of that, Izzy has recently won silver at the
Schools Championships which were held in
Birmingham - a wonderful achievement. She has
consequently started the year in a positive mode and
is passing on her experience by coaching the younger
members of the Olga team over at Rossmore.

NETBALL
n Saturday 7th March the U13 Netball
O
squad went to play at the Dorset
County Netball ﬁnals at Bournemouth
School for Girls. We had previously won the
local Netball league compeon and come
runners-up in the area tournament, so the
ﬁnals were much ancipated. We played
ﬁve games in our pool, winning against
Hanford (11-7), Blandford (8-3), St
Osmund's (14-2), Highcliﬀe (8-4) and losing
only to BSG (5-11).
This le us second in our pool and meant
that we came up against local rivals
Dumpton in the semi-ﬁnal. Having suﬀered a loss to Dumpton earlier in the area
stages, we knew that we would need to maintain possession and stay resilient in
order to make the ﬁnal. Our strategy paid oﬀ because we were winning by one
goal at the end of the ﬁrst half, which saw some fantasc linking play through the
court and some brilliant movement in the circle by our shooters (Ella Loveless and
Grace Langen). Our defence held strong in the second half, taking control of the
circle and making some well-ancipated intercepons, but a turnover from our
centre pass meant that Dumpton scored and then went on to win the game 8-10.
This took us through to the third / fourth place play-oﬀ, which we won comfortably
to ﬁnish in a very pleasing third place overall. At the end of the compeon the
winners (Dumpton) came over to congratulate us on our performance, stang that
we were one of the most diﬃcult teams to beat throughout the tournament. Our
result is one place beer than the previous year, which means that we are all
looking forward to the compeon in Year 9, where we have the potenal to go
through to the regional ﬁnals.
Overall, we had a fun, excing day. We would like to say a huge thank you to the
parents, family members and friends who supported us at the tournament
(including Miss Bird!) and also throughout the year, and we're looking forward to
next season already!

CRICKET

ongratulations to the U13
Cricket Team who worked
hard in their local tournament
and qualified for the County
Finals in March! The Finals
were a great day but, despite
a fabulous team performance,
they were unable to gain a top
position
Dorset Schools Cricket –
County Round : 5 teams played; Parkstone, Avonbourne, QE, Bournemouth
School for Girls and Woodroffe.
We won the first 3 games
against Avonbourne , QE and
Woodroffe but lost to BSG by
only 18 runs both teams taking
5 wickets. The bowlers were
consistent and kept the wides to
a minimum, Olivia (Knott) taking
4 wickets in the first match,
Hannah (Martin), Eliza (Ahern)
and Eve (Ahearne) taking
wickets throughout the day too.
Some good catches from Eliza
and Hannah across all 4
matches. Overall we played well and just lost out to BSG who played really
well and deserved to win. We finished as County Runners Up and were
delighted with our silver medals.

C

VOLLEYBALL
Two teams from both age groups, juniors and inters took part in the area
tournament with the A teams both gaining well deserved victory.. This was a
super evening at the LEAF where all our students competed well against many
teams.

Dorset Games
Very recently students aended the winter Dorset Games with Year 10 represenng the school at Volleyball and students from Years 7 to 10 undertaking
their Sports Leaders role which included dancing in the opening ceremony to parcipang in a range of acvies. As usual Parkstone students were
complimented on their high standard of eﬃciency and organisaon.
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