Parkstone NEWS
‘DREAM,
BELIEVE, ACHIEVE!’
A surprise was in store when students in 7S gave an assembly to the year group about perseverance and
achieving goals. Entled 'Dream, Believe, Achieve' the tutor group’s presentaon recognised students’
great achievements and goals
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The whole year group, and in parcular 7S,
were delighted by a surprise video
appearance by Eddie the Eagle Edwards,
personally addressing Mrs Wathen and all
the Year 7s at Parkstone Grammar School!
This 'extra' amendment to the assembly
had been surrepously popped into the
assembly by Mrs Wathen without the
organising students realising!

EDDIE
“THE EAGLE” EDWARDS
1988 Brish and Olympic Skier.
Finished last in both events at the Olympics but he DID get to compete!

The assembly recognised the ‘Dream,
Believe, Achieve’ ethos in the year group’s
own students, including:
Swimmers : Jacy Partridge and Gabby Wood
Dancers : Anna Harlow-Griﬃths, Jess Mankertz, Chloe Boniface & Ella
Hornsby
Author/Poet: Lily Roake
Trampolinists/Gymnasts: Holly Webb & Alison Jaﬀray
Arst : Kae Whale
Hockey Players/Football Captains : Ellie Bland & Sophie Andrews
Mountain Climber : Vicky Robertson
Biathlete : Erin Horn
Young Driver : Martha Mugford
First School Day Survivor : Hannah Evans
The girls are now all looking forward to creang a dialogue with Eddie
Eddie “The Eagle” in his video to the year group
by producing a thank you video to send back to him.

ROTARY CHALLENGE AT PARKSTONE
Parkstone was the proud host of the Annual Rotary in Poole Technology Tournament, organised by the three
Rotary Clubs in the town.
The Tournament is open to all secondary schools in Poole
and also included participants from Swanage School,
Queen Elizabeth's School (Wimborne) plus Bournemouth &
Poole College.

Teams were made up of combinations of students
from the schools and they were required to complete
an engineering task which involved planning, building
and demonstrating their solution. To further challenge
them, the task was only made known to the students
on the day!
It was a great day, enhanced by a visit from the Mayor of Poole, Cllr Mrs Zena Dion. Parkstone was further
pleased that students from Parkstone were part of a winning team having worked with students from Swanage
School.
Parkstone Grammar School for Girls
Sopers Lane, Poole, BH17 7EP
Tel : 01202 605605
www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
My theme for our end of term assemblies was ‘hope’. The Spring Term is always a time that reminds me
of new life and the great possibilities of the future. For many of our students with examinations next term
it is also hope for a successful examination period!
A highlight of this term was certainly the Spring Concert. Over 100 students were involved, entertaining the
audience with a range of musical styles and ensembles including guitar, brass, flute and saxafonia as well as the fantastic
orchestra, concert band and funky little choir. Many congratulations to all involved.
I was delighted to attend the Duke of Edinburgh award ceremony this term. Over 80 students were presented with their bronze
award by the Deputy Mayor of Poole. This is an amazing number of girls who have given up their time to in the physical, skill,
and volunteering sections of the award as well as completing the gruelling expeditions. Well done to all involved!
This term has seen several memorable trips including a Politics trip to
Washington and a History trip to the First World War battlefields. These trip
create memories for life and we are always impressed with the respect and
conduct of our students when visiting such important places.
Our Alumni is growing rapidly and I was delighted to welcome Mrs Pam Reeks
to the school recently. Mrs Reeks attended Parkstone Grammar when the
school was based in Parkstone in 1949. She used to take the steam train from
Wimborne to school every day and has fond memories of her time at Parkstone.
Mrs Reeks has recently been awarded the British Empire Medal for services to
the community. If you wish to join the Parkstone Alumni please contact Miss
Willis in school.
After Easter we look forward to the opening of our new-look catering
arrangements with Innovate. This includes cashless catering to speed up the
service, all day opening from 8 until 4, a much wider range of products and a
brand-new Sixth Form ‘Café 1905’. Further details of menus and prices can be
found at http://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/parents/school-meals/.
This term has seen significant lobbying of the government across the education
sector about the woeful inadequacy of the so-called ‘Fairer; Funding Formula. As
I write the deadline for consultation has passed and we eagerly await news of
whether our lobbying has made a difference. I would like to take the opportunity
to thank you all for your support in writing letters and emails to your MPs – your
support is very much appreciated!
Mrs Reeks, MBE Can I wish your family a restful Easter holiday.

Tracy Harris

DUKE OF
EDINBURGH
AWARD
We
are
delighted that
so
many
students in Year
11 completed
their D of E
Bronze Award.
They received
their
cerﬁcates and
badges from
the
Deputy
Mayor of Poole
at the Poole Schools Celebraon
evening. Very well done to all the girls
for their dedicaon and hard work!
We look forward to seeing what the
current Year 10s will do to achieve their
award. This year we have a record
number of students who have signed
up!

Economics
Trip to London
On 20 January twenty Economics
students visited London to learn
more about the City.
Visits included the Bank of England
(Monetary policy talk), Mckinseys
(Gender equality in the workplace
and working in London) plus the
Tate Modern (Merit goods). The
students had a great time and the experience will certainly support their Economics studies.

FRENCH SPELLING & TRANSLATION BEE!
Year 7 have been excitedly working through the rounds of the Naonal French Spelling Bee, with
every pupil compeng in a class round to see how many French words they could learn in a
minute. The class winners then competed in a school round to win points for their house and to
ﬁnd the three competors for the regional ﬁnal at Norton Hill School in Somerset.
Congratulaons go to Hannah Evans, Zoe Miles and Charloe Triplow, who will be represenng
the school in the next round.
Year 9 French students, meanwhile, have all competed in class rounds of a Translaon Bee, with
the challenge to translate as many sentences as possible into French in a minute. The ﬁrst round
involved translang phrases in the present tense. Class winners then competed against each
other in a school compeon, using the present and near future tenses. Congratulaons go to
Tanya Blanchard, Bethan Gilbert and Erin Young, who will represent the school at the regional
ﬁnal in June, where they will translate sentences in the past, present and future tenses.
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OFF TO GREENWICH
In February, we went on an Astronomy trip to the Greenwich
Observatory. The group of students who went was made up of the
Year 10 and 11 Astronomy classes.
We started off the day by going to a workshop about light. We learnt
about how different elements give off different colours of light and
light in space.
After lunch, we had some free time to look around and explore the
different rooms which all contained lots of information and activities.
We also had a chance to look around the gift shop and buy souvenirs.
After our exploring, we then went to go see a planetarium show. The
show started by talking about our solar system, then moving onto
talking about the wider universe. It was really interesting (and the
chairs were really comfy!!)
The final thing we did was go on a visit to the Greenwich Meridian
Line. This was really cool, and we all started acting like five year olds
jumping from East to West! We also all got some really cool photos!
Overall it was a great experience and we would definitely do it again
if we got the chance!
Slaney Gilson and Emily Jeffries 10S

BATTLEFIELDS
This year’s Battlefields trip in February was by far the coldest we have ever been on with even a sprinkling of snow on two days. Not
that this stopped us from having some jam packed days of activities…. Ms Puckett stops for no weather! Although the cold did
provide us with an ample opportunity to have a lovely hot chocolate stop so we could warm ourselves up.
The trip was a huge success with students engaged at the stops (despite the cold) and asking lots of questions ranging from ‘were
the front lines really so close that they could talk to each other?’ to ‘where does the money come from to build new memorials?’
The time on the trip was divided between visiting the area of Ypres in Belgium and the Somme region in France in order to get an
overview of the scale of the war. Stops included interactive museums, the Menin Gate ceremony, which is always a moving
experience, to British and German cemeteries. Students were chosen to say poems at various stops and we were able to lay 3 wreaths
during our trip as a mark of respect to those fallen in the region. It is often remarked by members of the public how well behaved
and respectful our school is, and this year was no exception, which is a reflection of the fantastic input by the trip staff and the
students themselves always do themselves proud. We were lucky enough to meet a gentleman who was paying his respects to his
grandfather on the very same day as he had fallen in battle 100 years previous and it is meeting individuals and hearing stories as
to why they are also visiting which keeps us returning.
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GYM & DANCE
The standard of performances in this Gym and Dance competition was superb! It was a wonderful display of the students’ talent, hard work
and commitment. In fact, the competition had its highest ever number of entries - 41 in total!

Photos : Games Captains
Poppy Dawson (“behind the scenes” shots!)

Sociologists
Go To Court
For two days in February half term four groups of
Year 13 students attended Bournemouth County
Courts to complete their court observation work as
part of their A level criminology module.
The students were observing a criminal trial
involving drugs and fraud and we were lucky enough
to follow one case from the outset; the jury being
sworn to in to final witness statements being given.
This first-hand experience enables the students to
see how different real court is from the TV. “No
Judge Rinder here!”

YOUNG
ENTERPRISE
Parkstone’s Young Enterprise
team recently completed in the
Dorset Heats where they were
successful in going through to
the Dorset finals which take
place at the end of April.
The team comprises of nine girls
from
Parkstone
Grammar
School and one from St
Edwards.
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The Paperbirds Theatre Workshop
in January was a great success.
Students in Years 12 and 13
combined forces for a praccal
workshop based on Verbam and
Polical Theatre.
Students explored ways of telling a
real life story in engaging ways and
we saw several of these ideas
evolve into their own ﬁnal exam

New Laser Cutter!
At the beginning of January, the school’s long-awaited laser cutter was installed.
Mrs Wathen and her band of WathWalk Club members from previous years have
been fundraising for this piece of machinery since October 2010. Along with some
generous donations, a final helping hand from the school and the Parent Staff and
Friends Association, the laser cutter was purchased and students from all the
year groups in Graphics, Product Design and Textiles have recently been making
use of the exciting opportunities it offers.
From a computer drawn outline, it will ‘print’ out a cut template in varying degrees
of depth. This allows the students to decide whether they want to cut a shape or
engrave an image or text onto a variety of materials. The enthusiasm and ease of
using the machine and the student’s delight at the professional outcome has been
incredible for staff to see during lessons. This will give the students the opportunity
to create products that look commercially manufactured and should stand the test
of time if made using durable materials.
With the introduction of CAD
(computer aided design) and CAM
(computer aided manufacture), we
hope to create a necessary
awareness amongst our students of
commercial practice. We do not
intend for this to replace the
important skills of using hand tools
and workshop machinery however
as this still remains a key part of
their learning and confidence-building
in the workshop.
We would like to extend our grateful
thanks to all who have supported the
worthwhile fundraising of our laser cutter!

CAREERS
YEAR 10 MOCK INTERVIEWS
In January we once again held mock interviews for all students in Year 10. Parkstone Rotary Club
again kindly assisted in ensuring we had enough interviewers. The girls had previously completed CVs
and a letter which they had used for their work experience placements later in the year.
Girls received both written and verbal feedback and all said that although they were nervous they had really
enjoyed the experience. The interviewers who were made of local employers and retired employers were very
complimentary regarding the standard of interviews the girls had given.

YEAR 12 RBGH NHS CAREERS DAY
Six year 12 students joined eighty year 12 students from Bournemouth and the surrounding
area at a Careers in the NHS Day at the Royal Bournemouth Hospital in January. They were
able to discover more about the career pathways available to them.
There were lectures about life as a junior doctor to hands on sessions with the Trust's
patient robot, Sim Man, pupils were given an insight into the broad range of careers on
offer in the NHS.

CAREERS CONVENTION
The Careers Convention was again very successful with
72 stands on the night, over 150 delegates, and by the
clever use of handheld tally counters, 545 student and
parent attendees! Feedback from everyone involved was
very positive. It was particularly pleasing to have been
approached by employers wishing to attend the event as
well as those who had been invited.
During the event there was a competition to see who could
speak to the most employers and complete the feedback
sheet. 1st Prize of a £25 Amazon voucher went to Robyn
Spooner of 10A with 31 stamps. 2nd prize of £10 Amazon
voucher to Georgia Spriggs of 9R with 22 and 3rd Prize of
£5 Amazon voucher to Sophie Phenix of 10A with 21.
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SAFEGUARDING UPDATES
INTERNET SAFETY
Useful Information for Parents & Carers
X-PLAN : Giving your kids a way out
We thought parents might find the article below of interest. It is taken from the
blog of Bert Faulks and offers children a strategy for a way out when they feel they
are in a difficult situation. Thanks to Bert Faulks for the use of his article
(https://bertfulks.com/2017/02/23/x-plan-giving-your-kids-a-way-out-xplan/).

Recently I asked [these] kids a simple queson: “How many of you have found yourself in
situaons where things started happening that you weren’t comfortable with, but you stuck
around, mainly because you felt like you didn’t have a way out?”
They all raised their hands.
Every single one of them.
In the spirit of transparency … I get it. Though in my mid-fores, I’m sll in touch with that awkward boy who oen felt
trapped in the unpredictable currents of teenage experiences. ... I sll recall my ﬁrst me drinking beer at a friend’s house in
junior high school—I hated it, but I felt cornered. As an adult, that now seems silly, but it was my reality at the me. “Peer
pressure” was a frivolous term for an oen silent, but very real thing; and I certainly couldn’t call my parents and ask them
to rescue me. I wasn’t supposed to be there in the ﬁrst place. As a teen, forcing down alcohol seemed a whole lot easier than
oﬀering myself up for punishment, endless nagging and interrogaon, and the potenal end of freedom as I knew it.
For these reasons, we now have something called the “X-plan” in our family. This simple, but powerful tool is a lifeline that
our kids are free to use at any me. Here’s how it works:
Let’s say that my youngest, Danny, gets dropped oﬀ at a party. If anything about the situaon makes him uncomfortable, all
he has to do is text the leer “X” to any of us (his mother, me, his older brother or sister). The one who receives the text has
a very basic script to follow. Within a few minutes, they call Danny’s phone. When he answers, the conversaon goes like
this:
“Hello?”
“Danny, something’s come up and I have to come get you right now.”
“What happened?”
“I’ll tell you when I get there. Be ready to leave in ﬁve minutes. I’m on my way.”
At that point, Danny tells his friends that something’s happened at home, someone is coming to get him, and he has to leave.
In short, Danny knows he has a way out; at the same me, there’s no pressure on him to open himself to any social ridicule.
He has the freedom to protect himself while connuing to grow and learn to navigate his world.
This is one of the most loving things we’ve ever given him, and it oﬀers him a sense of security and conﬁdence in a world that
tends to beat our young people into submission.
However, there’s one crical component to the X-plan: once he’s been extracted from the trenches, Danny knows that he can
tell us as much or as lile as he wants … but it’s completely up to him. The X-plan comes with the agreement that we will pass
no judgements and ask no quesons (even if he is 10 miles away from where he’s supposed to be). This can be a hard thing
for some parents (admit it, some of us are complete control-freaks); but I promise it might not only save them, but it will go
a long way in building trust between you and your kid.
(One caveat here is that Danny knows if someone is in danger, he has a moral obligaon to speak up for their protecon, no
maer what it may cost him personally. That’s part of the lesson we try to teach our kids - we are our brother’s keeper, and
somemes we have to stand for those too weak to stand for themselves. Beyond that, he doesn’t have to say a word to us.
Ever.)
For many of us parents, we lament the intrusion of technology into our relaonships. I hate seeing people sit down to dinner
together and then proceed to stare into their phones. It drives me nuts when my kids text me from another room in our house.
However, cell phones aren’t going away, so we need to ﬁnd ways to use this technology to help our kids in any way we can.
To read parents’ responses and questions to the X-plan, please
https://bertfulks.com/2017/02/23/x-plan-giving-your-kids-a-way-out-xplan/
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SAFEGUARDING UPDATES
INTERNET SAFETY
Useful Information for Parents & Carers
Sexting: changes to schools and police guidance
The government has recently updated the guidance for both schools and police in dealing with incidents of youthproduced sexual imagery (commonly known as sexting), which involve the taking and sharing of sexual images of
children, often by other children.
The change to police guidance is that where an incident is reported to the police, they must now create a crime
record in relation to it. This is not the same as a criminal record but could under some circumstances be disclosed
on an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Check in the future. Procedures have been put into place to ensure
disclosure will not happen routinely and only where necessary.
Where schools have incidents of sexting reported to them, they will need to decide whether to report this to the
police. Where appropriate the incident can be managed by schools, including the deleting of imagery from devices.
Parents should be aware that headteachers of schools do have a right to seize and search devices believed to
contain harmful content.
The NSPCC have an excellent website explaining how parents can support their children and talk to them about the
risks.https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/sexting/

Talking to children about terrorism
The NSPCC has highlighted children’s fears about terrorism, with 660 counselling sessions on the topic having been
provided by Childline between November 2015 and November 2016. Tips for talking to children worried about
terrorism include: listen and ask them what they know and how they feel about it; reassure them that adults are
doing everything they can to keep them safe; avoid complicated explanations that could leave a child confused and
frightened.
NSPCC
have
also
produced
a
video
giving
tips
from
other
parents
available
from
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/fighting-for-childhood/news-

Facebook guidance updated
Facebook has relaunched its safety centre and bullying prevention hub. It provides information on bullying for teens,
parents and educators, including what to do if a child is bullying others. There is also a new parent’s portal
https://www.facebook.com/safety/parents

Parental controls: new guidance from the NSPCC
The NSPCC have recently produced new guidance for parents about how to set parental controls on a variety of
devices and apps at https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parentalcontrols/
Parental controls can be used to block upsetting or harmful content, control in-app purchases or manage how long
your child spends online. They are available on your broad band or mobile phone data signal; individual devices such
as tablets, phones, games consoles, SMART TVs as well as search engines and other apps or websites, for example
YouTube, Snapchat or Musical.ly.

Musical.ly
Musical.ly is an app that allows users (or Musers as they are known) to post 15-second videos
of themselves lip syncing and dancing to music or other audio tracks and interacting with other
Musers. Some of the songs contain sexual lyrics or swearing which may not be appropriate for
younger children and there does not currently seem to be a way to switch this off. Some of the
dance moves that the children are doing on camera can be inappropriate for this age group.
There is also a MyCity feature that gives you a feed from local Musers. You are also encouraged
to share videos via your other social media. You have a choice to post videos publically or
privately, but if you go onto the app you can see quite young children posting public videos of
themselves; the app also allows users to duet and to livestream.
Musical.ly has over 80 million users, most of them teens. Users are often looking for hearts which are similar to
Facebook Likes. Those Musers at the top of the leaderboard have millions of fans and get correspondingly millions
of hearts. We have had a few enquiries about the safety of this app. It is generally quite fun but we would not
recommend young children posting videos publically. Musers also risk getting friendship requests from people they
don’t know, which can be inappropriate and they can be put under pressure to accept requests or speak to people
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WORLD BOOK DAY
World Book Day is a UNESCO supported annual international event, in which people all around the world celebrate their love of
literature in a variety of creative ways. Here at Parkstone, on 2 March 2017, students and teachers combined joined in the
festivities! With this year marking the 20th anniversary of the event and March 2nd identifying the start of the British Shakespeare
festival, we were particularly enthused.
Year 12 English prefects encouraged and promoted the event by kicking off proceedings with assemblies, not only informing
pupils of the happenings of the day, but to highlight the importance of literature within all of our lives. Prompting was barely
needed, with books flooding in for the lunchtime book sale created by generous student donations and the help of the library staff.
Students swarmed in on March 2nd in both non-uniform and innovative costumes with the combined purpose of representing
their favourite book and raising money for Jambo Jipya, a school in Kenya that Parkstone has always closely supported. The school
corridors were full of colour, originality and an element of surprise with all us walking unknowing of which famous character we
would next be seeing. The range of costumes this year did not disappoint, from group projects of Roald Dahl’s famous book
‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ to the eerie portrayal of the Queen of Hearts from ‘Alice and Wonderland ‘ to classically elegant Elizabeth
Bennet. This year, Year 7 student, Ester Richardson dressed as Dame Washalot from the 1939 children’s book ‘The Enchanted
Woods’ won the competition, with judges and students alike taking a particular liking to her innovative bucket prop. For the
teachers, Ms Jarratt won best teacher’s costume as the White Witch from ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ with her
towering hat and Turkish delight prop providing entertaining manoeuvres throughout the day.
World Book Day this year was yet again a terrific event made special by all those involved. Thanks to all those who entered the
competition- you all looked great- and the wonderful English department teachers and prefects, without whom the day could not
happen. The day was certainly eventful for all students, no doubt being surprised by being taught by Captain Hook or to find that
your teachers had turned into the archenemies’ from your favourite childhood book!
Next year, we look forward to the same fantastic turnout with new and better costumes…or maybe there will be a different
direction for World Book Day? Until then, happy reading!
Claire Wignall - Year12

ALTERNATIVE MEMORY!

The Year 12 Psychology students were set a
task to revise and explain a model of memory,
the only difference being that they were not
allowed to produce a written summary or a
diagram like the ones they had been given in
class. The idea was to get them to think
outside the box and use learning strategies
that they perhaps don't use so much. The
results were amazing and very varied.
Examples included cakes, games, poems,
raps, visual summaries, a cake recipe, quizzes, links to Thomas the Tank Engine and even
a Lego version. These have now made a beautiful display in the Psychology Department. Great work Year 12 - well done!
Miss James - Head of Psychlogy
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LES MIS
Auditions took place this term for Parkstone’s and Poole’s joint
school production of Les Miserables! Due to be performed in
October, rehearsals for this well loved musical are now well
underway and the school is starting to tap its toes as the echoes
of the show’s songs reverberate around the school.
Year 10 student, Chiara Gerber, tell us “So far we have been
working on The People's Song, Stars, The Innkeeper's Song, and a couple more. The cast has
been extremely enthusiastic especially during the full cast rehearsals where energy and
atmosphere are at times unbelievable considering we have had five rehearsals so far. Everyone
is excited to be a part of the show, no matter their role.”
Thanks to photographer Poppy Dawson for attending auditions and capturing
moments at the rehearsals!

Y10 Visit
Science Live
In February, we went to The New Oxford Theatre for the
2017 Science Live! Show.
We listened to 5 fantastic scientists talk about their fields
of research and expertise. The day started off with
Professor Steve Jones, a leading geneticist who talked
about a range of interlinked topics including evolution,
genetics and diabetes in the UK.
Next up was Professor of Physics, Jim Al-Khalili who spoke
about space and the how the concept of how time travel
forwards and backwards in time is technically possible
through travelling faster than the speed of light and
wormholes. Obviously, this was a topic which appealed to
many sci-fi fans in the audience.
Professor Robert Winston, an award-winning and
distinguished scientist offered an incredibly in-depth talk
about his research in the science of human fertility.
Speaking about IVF and artificial genetic mutation,
Professor Winston offered exclusive photos and videos of
his laboratory research at the show. After this,
Dr Kate Lancaster explained how creating a controlled
artificial miniature star (through nuclear fusion) may solve
Earth’s energy issues. She showed us the plan for an
experimental plasma reactor and described in clear terms
exactly how nuclear fusion and laser plasma interactions
work.
To finish off the show, author of the best-selling book ‘Bad
Science,’ Dr Ben Goldacre taught us how some journalists
and politicians manipulate peer reviewed scientific studies
and research to suit their points of view. One by one, he
debunked the Brain Gym programme, nutritionists and
data representation, all while keeping us amused with his
ecstatic attitude and humorous approach to exposing
dodgy science.
In between all these talks, the Chief Examiner for the new
GCSEs gave us detailed and incredibly helpful key advice
to how to answer the types of questions which will appear
in the exam. We were even provided with a miniature
practice paper. All in all, a brilliant show to help inspire
young people to consider careers in science in the future.
Aggie Joseph - 10S

THE LINGUISTIC LEGEND ...
In February, a group of A level English Language Students accompanied by Mrs Price
and Ms Jarra, aended a conference organised by the English and Media Centre
in London. This year, the annual conference included ﬁve fantasc talks, a Twier
idiolect experiment, and a live link up with a forensics linguisc research team.
The ﬁrst speaker was Dr Rob Drummond, a professor of sociolinguiscs at
Manchester Metropolitan University. This talk explored urban youth language - ‘the
Grimy Side of Linguiscs’. He spoke about the inﬂuence of grime music on the
language used amongst young people nowadays, and his conclusions in a nutshell
decided that urban youth language is highly sgmased, and this language is used
in order to enact idenes and is not related to ethnicity; but indexes social pracce.
Following this was a talk entled ‘Words about Words’ by Dan Clayton. He discussed
many ideas about how language has evolved over me. Clayton himself took a
rather opmisc view on the change in language stang that ‘if language were
eroding, we’d have nothing le’. He stressed the importance of the contribung
factors to this linguisc change, such as: polics and technology This was really
interesng as we don’t oen think about the reasons behind why the language has
changed, we oen just accept the fact that it has.
Then aer a short break, we were introduced to Amy Bidgood, a linguist from
Liverpool university. She discussed Language Acquision in the 21st century. She
enlightened us about her research project ‘Language 0-5’, which is basically studying
how babies learn to talk, and what aﬀects this.
Next up was the Twier idiolect experiment run by Professor Tim Grant, from Aston
University. This was about how forensic linguiscs depends on each individual
having their own disnct form of language. To test this, the experiment included all
the students tweeng a message that conveyed the meaning of ‘I’m going to be late
due to my train’. With over 700 students in the building – no two people tweeted
the same message; we got close, but not idencal. This proved that we all have our
own linguisc style, and this can be used to idenfy individuals, rather like a
ﬁngerprint, in the context of crimes.
And last, but certainly not least was the
linguisc legend himself… Professor David
Crystal. He walked on to the stage with such
conﬁdence and passion that not a single
person in the room was not drawn to him.
His talk on the history of punctuaon sounds
like the most boring topic ever, right?
Wrong! The Legend proceeded to explain
how the use of punctuaon has changed
and developed over the years, and why
some of the rules are not really necessary…
But we should probably connue to use
punctuaon in our exams... just to please
Professor David Crystal with students
the examiner.
Overall the day was such an experience and a real eye opener into all the diﬀerent
variaons of linguiscs. I would deﬁnitely recommend this conference to other
English A level students. Much beer than I ever ancipated.
Licia Hitching - Year 12
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Jasmine Swims to Success!
My name is Jasmine McCrea, I am currently in Year 10
studying my GCSEs. I swim over 20 hours a week including
early mornings waking up at 4:30am, and doing many
strength and conditioning sessions before swimming.
Parkstone Grammar School has supported me by helping me
to manage my time and has allowed me to skip core PE so
that I can catch up on any work I have missed when I am
competing. This helps to keep up to date with all my subjects
as I have limited time for homework.
In August 2016, I competed at the British Swimming Summer
Nationals (where the top 25 ranked in each age group
compete for 5 days) where I qualified for 3 events: 50 Fly,
100 Fly and 200 IM. Making finals for my 200 IM (2:25.22)
and 50 fly (27.99) I received my first ever national medal (bronze) in the 50 fly.
A few months later in October I represented Dorset at the National Intercounties Championships (where all Counties compete
against each other). Being in division 2 we managed to get promoted up to division 1, so next time we will be in the top division
competing against the best counties. Competing in 100 fly (3rd), 4x50 medley relay (1st),
100 free (4th).
Training hard in preparation for Short-course (25m) Winter Nationals in December I
managed to qualify for 100IM(1:05.2), 200IM(2:20.88), 50 fly(27.62), 100 fly(1:01.31)
and 50 free(28.86) (2 more events than the year previously). Despite being ill, I managed
to get 5 Personal Best’s and managed to crown myself National Junior Champion in the 50
fly and a silver medallist in the 100 fly, including breaking many Dorset Records.
February was busy with two weekends competing at the Dorset County Championships.
I became county champion 10 times breaking more Dorset records and more Personal
Best times.
I am very thankful for the ongoing support provided by Parkstone Grammar School. It really
helps me to balance my sporting ambitions as well as keeping up with all my school work.
This is obviously paying off and would like to thank Parkstone dearly for this especially leading
onto British Swimming Championships in April. This is a very important competition, which selects international junior swimming
teams which I am looking forward too
Jasmine McCrea

Greece!
The Greece trip began with a very long journey starting at
2am in the morning. The trip consisted of visits to three
different places in Greece and the first place we went to was
Delphi. In Delphi we had an excellent tour around the
museum and archaeological site where we were able to
climb up the mountain that the old town was located on and
see some spectacular views.
The next place we visited, on the next day, was the ancient
Olympic town Olympia. There we were able to see the
remains of the Olympic site and run in the stadium where all
of the events took place. It was a brilliant experience other
than a drenching from the rain and we even made some
new friends including ‘Zeus the dog’.

We then spent our final two days in Athens. We had a tour
around the national archaeological museum which gave us a
lot of insight into the history of the ancient Greeks and stood in
front of parliament. For the final evening we visited Cape
Sounion where we were able to witness a beautiful sunset and
then enjoy a lovely dinner to end the trip well. The final day
consisted of visiting more of Athens as a city and being able to
explore the city and enjoy the food and culture. One of the best
parts of Athens was the visit to the Acropolis. The view from
the top was incredible and we got some amazing photos. The
trip ended with us arriving back at school at 2 am again.
Overall it was an amazing trip that has left us all with many
memories that we will treasure despite the fact that we had to
be awake at 2am twice. As a group we all thoroughly enjoyed
the trip and are extremely grateful to Mr Willis, Mrs Atkinson
and Miss Willis for organising an amazing trip and allowing us
to experience so many memorable events and create memories that we will always look back on.
Alex Allen 12P and Eloise Priestley 12P
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e are very proud to offer a selection of work from our talented Year 8 artists.

W

Our trip to A Level Science
Live at Friends House in
London in February was a
great and interesting
experience.
All five speakers were very talented and
inspiring showing us real life applications of
what we learn in our lessons at school and
possible future career paths. The high point for
us was Helen Czerski’s talk on Bubbles as it really
gave us an insight on the endless amount of
possibilities in Physics.
There were also exam tips on how best to revise
and what examiners are looking for when they
are marking our papers. The other talks were on
Gravity, Deterministic Universe, the Sun and
Particle Physics which made the day interesting
for everyone as there was a wide variety of
topics.
ALEXA COLEMAN - Year 12

TECHNOLOGY
SHOWCASE
Now in its third year, the
Technology Showcase looks set
to be a full event, exhibing work
from all the material areas
studied across the department Resistant Materials, Graphics,
Product Design, Texles and
luxury nibbles served by Food
students, all to the backdrop of
the highly acclaimed and
enthusiascally
presented
Fashion Show Catwalk!
The Showcase takes place on
Wednesday 14 June, between
4.30pm and 6.00pm.
We look forward to seeing you
there!
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Sport
SHOW JUMPING
Parkstone has recently formed an
equestrian team which had its ﬁrst
competion at Bryanston School in June
last year. 19 schools took part in this show
jumping competition - and the Parkstone
Grammar School team achieved a
wonderful ﬁrst place!
Since then the team has competed under
the students’ NSEA membership in two
further competitions where again they
have been placed. Both of these
competitions were at Moreton;
5
February saw the team being placed third
in the 70cm show jumping and ﬁfth in the
80cm show jumping of which there were
84 competitors and ﬁnally, one of our team was placed sixth in the 90cm jumps!
On 25 February we came together to compete again and achieved ﬁrst place as a team entry in the 70cm eventing and individually came ﬁrst and third.
Our dressage entry achieved fourth place as a team.
A lot of hard work goes into preparing for a compeon so the horse and the rider are ﬁt and ready to do their best. The team has recently grown from
ﬁve to six members, ranging from Year 7 to Year 12. We are all very commied riders and enjoy compeng whether it's show jumping, evenng or
dressage and always look to be placed!'
Congratulaons to Sophie Bourne, Isabel Wilkinson, Phoebe Anson, Eliza and Alex

CRICKET

NETBALL

Cricket County Finals

U12 County Netball Finals

On Wednesday 22 March,
Parkstone Grammar School’s
U13 cricket team represented
the school in the ‘Lady Taveners
County Cricket Final’ held at
Canford School. The ﬁrst match
was against Gillingham, who had
a strong bowling side but the
PGS baers faced them with
conﬁdence scoring a proud win
for PGS. Aerwards PGS played
St Michaels School, this game
would decide who went through
to the ﬁnal, and we played a
tough match gaining another win for PGS which meant that we had
qualiﬁed for the ﬁnals.
The ﬁnal game was against our arch rivals Bournemouth School for
Girls who have been strong competors in the past few years. PGS
had a ﬂying start with Soﬁa and Amelie both rering in the ﬁrst few
overs and aer Scarle, Grace, Tilly and Ella pung up a strong
defence it was then our turn to ﬁeld. PGS kept BSG’s runs down
leading right up to the last over when BSG came onto PGS. Up unl
the last 2 balls, PGS were in the lead however aer pung up a tough
ﬁght, in the end PGS came 2nd in the County Finals and were unable
to represent Dorset in the regional South West’s tournament. Aside
from that it was an excing day for the cricket team and they can’t
wait for the outdoor season.

Parkstone’s U12 Netball
Squad qualified for and took
part in the County Finals at
BSG in March.
In their
Section they had 5 games
and they won them all !These
excellent results secured a
place in the semi finals against
Dumpton and they went on to
win this game 10 – 7.
In a very exciting final against Talbot Heath the score was 9-9 at the
end of the game – then 2 minutes
each way extra time was added and
the squad were narrowly defeated
by just one goal losing 1-2.
U13 South West Tournament
Year 8 finished their season with
an overall victory at the South
West Tournament. The “round
robin” style event was very exciting
with the Parkstone team winning
every game.

CROSS COUNTRY
Parkstone’s team performed well at the Cross Country County Championships in January.
All runners gained places 35 or above ( approx.. 80- 10) runners. Across the age groups
Parkstone had 8 in the top 12, 6 in the top 10, and 6 have been selected to represent the county
at the SW championships. What an achievement!
As a team, the results were : Minors ( Years 6 & 7) - PGS - 3rd, Juniors ( Years 8 & 9) - PGS
1st, Intermediates – (Years 10 & 11)PGS - 1st., Seniors – no team but Emma Martin gained
2nd place!
In February the selected students went on to represent Dorset in the schools SW XC champs in
Truro. All gave of their best and put in a great performance! Special congratulations go to Emma
Martin, Fern Kimber and Lola Brown-Araujo who made the selection for English Schools
Has your daughter achieved something wonderful that she’d like to share with the school community? A sport, a hobby, an award, an achievement?
Please share it with us! Email oﬃce@parkstone.poole.sch.uk. We can’t promise to include all arcles, but we will do our best!
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