Parkstone NEWS
SIXTH TEAM IN THE COUNTRY!
The Intermediate Athletics Squad have
performed amazingly this season, with a
wonderful outcome of competing in the
National Finals of the Track and Field Cup
held at Oxford at the end of June.
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The team first competed together this
season at Kings Park in the County round
of this National competition.
Having
obtained 1st place, they then progressed
to the Regional round held at Millfield.
Here they secured 2nd place, but their
points score was so high that it enabled
them to qualify for a place at the National
Finals.
The National Cup Final was held on Friday
30 June and Saturday 1 July. The team
performed marvellously – eventually securing 6th position out of 12 teams. This is a truly oustanding
achievement as it places them 6th in the country out of 550+ Inter Girls teams!
Congratulations to all involved and thanks also to The Birchmere Group for sponsoring the team in the
Finals.
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5 STAR AWARD !
Parkstone Grammar School has been awarded a fivestar charter for how well it prepares its students for
employment. Just before Easter, Parkstone Grammar
School were visited by the Bournemouth, Dorset and
Poole Employer and Education Partnership, who rigorously assessed our careers provision for
our students. The assessors were particularly impressed with independent advice and careers
guidance at the school and highlighted the following as some of the areas of strength:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Oscars
- page 9

Sports
- pages 11 & 12

•
•
•
•
•

Well stocked careers library valued by students
Apprenticeship sessions run by BPC
Any student can ask for a 1:1 Careers interview
Students appreciated input from peers when choosing
subjects
Dedicated Careers and Pastoral Co-ordinator
Annual programme of Careers Convention, events,
assemblies, mock interviews
All Year 10 students participate in work experience week
Use of Labour Market Information including local
employment opportunities
Wide use of external organisations to offer opportunities
to students, e.g. Duke of Edinburgh, Young Enterprise
Effective use of websites
Wide range of employer links
Focus in PHSE on employability skills, attitudes & building
resilience
Activities include all year groups
Students enthusiastic about the materials, support and
opportunities available to them

The assessors were particularly impressed with the extensive use of external organisations and
employers to support and stimulate careers work and the parents evening featuring higher level
apprenticeships.

Parkstone Grammar School for Girls
Sopers Lane, Poole, BH17 7EP
Tel : 01202 605605
www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
As we reach the end of a busy year it is the perfect time to reflect upon the achievements of our students
over the term.
The summer term is always packed with events: from Activities Week to Sports Day, and from Awards
ceremonies to examinations this term has certainly not been dull!
I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate all of our students for their hard work and commitment this year.
There have been some tremendous individual achievements in all areas from sports to language spelling bees; all of which
you can read about in this newsletter. Importantly, all students have responded positively to our high expectations and to
end of year examinations and tests, and should feel very proud of themselves.
May I take the opportunity to wish your family and enjoyable and restful summer and we look forward to seeing you again
in September!
TRACY HARRIS

HELICOPTER LANDING!
In May the school was excited to welcome a Royal Navy helicopter
landing on the school ﬁeld. Just returned from deployment, the
crew were enthusiasc in meeng the students and sharing
informaon about their careers as well as the technical details of
the helicopter.

FRENCH SPELLING &
TRANSLATION BEE!
Year 7 have been excitedly working through the rounds of the
Naonal French Spelling Bee, with every pupil compeng in a class
round to see how many French words they could learn in a minute.
The class winners then competed in a
school round to win points for their
house and to ﬁnd the three
competors for the regional ﬁnal at
Norton Hill School in Somerset.
Congratulaons go to Hannah Evans,
Zoe Miles and Charloe Triplow, who
represented the school in Somerset.
From there, Zoe then progressed
through to the Final where she was in
the top 104 in the country out of 65,
455 - an amazing achievement!
Year 9 French students, have all
competed in class rounds of a
Translaon Bee, with the challenge to
translate as many sentences as
Zoe Miles
possible into French in a minute.
Class winners then competed against each other in a school
compeon. Congratulaons go to Tanya Blanchard, Bethan Gilbert
and Erin Young, who represented the school at the regional ﬁnal in
June, and Erin who has qualiﬁed to the naonal ﬁnal.

Year 8 History Museum Exhibits
Students in year 8 have again produced some amazing work for their Spring Nazi Germany project. The brief was to
produce a museum exhibit for one element of Nazi Germany in small groups so that when put all together they create a
‘museum floor’ in the hall or their
classrooms which they could then
browse, visit and most importantly
learn from.
There is always a lot of diversity in
what is created with videos, models,
presentations, acting and even food!
Students put a lot of thought into
their exhibits and were able to learn
from each other’s exhibits to put
together their own ‘picture’ of what
life was like under Hitler for a variety
of different groups.
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CHEMICAL INSIGHT

Year 12 students were offered a wonderful insight
into the World of Chemistry when they attended a
laboratory session at the Faculty of Chemistry at
Southampton University

The Young Chamber is a unique initiative launched last September, to
Bridge the Gap between industry and education and therefore provide
students with excellent careers advice and guidance.
Lead by Dorset Chamber of Commerce, the Young Chamber have a growing
list of over 60 businesses who are committed and passionate about
engaging with education and helping prepare the country’s future workforce.
Fourteen schools across Dorset are on the programme and Parkstone is
proud to be sponsored by Coles Miller SolicitorsAs part of this wonderful sponsorship, Parkstone welcomed to the school
Matt Lewis from Coles Miller who gave a very inspiring and entertaining talk
to students. Matt shared his personal ethos, encouraging students to gain
work and life experience - but also to enjoy life!
It was a real pleasure to listen to Matt's insightful talk. We are sure that the
Young Chamber programme will be of incredible value to the students and
the school and we are very much looking forward to working more with Coles
Miller in the future.

This session allowed the students to gain
experience of some higher level practical
techniques not available in school laboratories and
also of working in a University laboratory
environment
The visit was highly successful, with the students
working on extracting food colourings from cough
sweets and then analysing them with several
techniques including Infra Red spectroscopy, UV
spectroscopy and Thin Layer Chromatography.
The students were very grateful to Southampton
University for giving them the opportunity to
explore real world applications of analytical
Chemistry.

For further information on Coles Miller’s visit, please visit http://www.afcbusiness.co.uk/newsStory.aspx?storyID=1741&sectionID=1#.WWSQ6hUrK
Hv

VISITING ARTIST - BEATRICE VON PREUSSEN
Just before half term, we were very lucky to be able to have the experience of a
professional printmaking arst, Beatrice Von Preussen, vising Parkstone to speak
to us about her work and conduct a printmaking acvity with us. In our Art lessons
we are currently producing our own prints of animals, so it was an amazing
opportunity for us to be able to talk to and be inspired by a real pracsing arst.
During the talk we covered many interesng topics, such as how Beatrice is going
on an expedion to the North Pole in June and is going to document the adventure
through her artwork. We were able to give ideas and feedback on this, and it’s
excing to think that the suggesons we made could be applied to the artwork she
produces.
We also got the
chance to see many
pieces of artwork that
she has produced in
the past, and learn how she created each one – whether it was painted using
watercolours or even printed using bubble wrap!
Addionally, we were then shown a simple but very eﬀecve technique of rubbing
crayons onto paper over diﬀerent surfaces to create diﬀerent textures. It was
surprising how just a ﬂat looking surface could give such interesng detail. We
made our own animal stencils and experimented on using diﬀerent objects to give
unique paerns and textures to our artwork. I was very inspired by some of the
pieces of art Beatrice had created using this method, and was especially interested
in how she used sandpaper to create the complexion of a shark.
Overall, it was a fantasc opportunity and great fun. It has inspired us to be more
creave and experimental with our artwork, and I think that this experience has thoroughly beneﬁted all of us.
Eloise Mawdesley - Year 9
To follow Beatrice on her adventures in the North Pole please go to beatricevonpressen.blog or check out her website at
www.beatricevonpressen.co.uk
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ACTIVITIES WEEK
MARWELL ZOO
As part of our Year 9 activities week we were lucky enough to be able to go to Marwell Zoo where we
were encouraged to draw and sketch animals.
The aim was to draw and sketch the animals that we thought looked interesting regarding their
textures, tones and colours, also that we could learn to draw what we see instead of what we think
we see. It was very interesting to find an animal and to pay attention to the details of composition,
tones and mark making. This was particularly tricky as some animals love to move or they just walk
away and they especially love to change angles every few seconds! That was a challenge but it helped
to speed up our sketches and not to overthink it.
When we arrived in the morning, the school was kind enough to supply us with enough paper, pens
and pencils, coloured pencils, oil pastels and a clipboard so that we didn’t have to stress about
forgetting anything.
My friend and I had so much fun seeing (and drawing) all the different types of animals that you
usually don’t get to see every day, ranging from a golden-headed lion tamarin to penguins to snow
leopards! The trip didn’t only help with our Art, it helped with our general knowledge about the animals for example being so close to a giraffe
I realised how long their blue-black tongues are (up to 45cm) and I found out that they can use their tongues to clean their noses and even
their eyes! All the art GCSE students were told to take loads of pictures of animals and to get lots of angles so that they can use them for
our next project, which is sculpture.
Emma Zeck - Year 9

PORTSMOUTH
DOCKYARD

MOORS VALLEY

Year 8 students were able to enjoy
a day at Portsmouth Historic
Dockyard.

Year 9 acvies included a trip to Moors Valley
Country Park.
Students had the opportunity to take part in
ranger-led acvies such as an orienteering
course, shelter building and outdoor
compeons.

TEAMBUILDING - Army Style!
Year 8 and 9 students enjoyed a day’s
team building with the support of the
Army Logistic Corps.

Full of exciting information, the trip
included tours and exhibitions of
HMS Victory, the Mary Rose and
HMS Warrior 1860. Students were
able to learn about the histories of
these iconic ships and enjoy
interactive events.

They participated in a wide range of
activities, both indoors and out involving
working in groups and problem solving
both physical and mental challenges

POOLE PARK WATERSPORTS
137 girls from Year 9 enjoyed a day’s
sailing, windsurfing, kayaking and standup paddle boarding at Poole Park during
Activities Week.
Much fun was had by all, with all
students getting very wet and learning
new skills
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THE OPAL COAST!
It was an unforgettable, fun-filled experience in which we learnt a
huge deal. We visited many places from traditional snail farms, a
bakery and a small market place.
On the first day, after a four hour coach journey full of laughter, we
visited a snail farm where we learnt how they cooked them, some of
us even tried the luxury French delicacy. The Hippotel, where we
stayed was set in a traditional French town and we ate a variety of
French foods. On Tuesday we visited the Nausicaä Aquarium,a
chocolate factory and a bakery (we even learned how to make
croissants); these were all extremely educational since we learnt new
French vocabulary in a really interesting setting. It was fascinating
to see the natural language everywhere, rather than just in a
classroom. Finally on Wednesday we visited the old traditional town
of Boulogne, where we learnt about French culture and history.
It was all so fascinating and overall a highly exciting trip.
Ellie Kay, Josmi Santhosh, Erin Moloney - Year 8

CLIMBING
The Project Climbing Centre welcomed
enthusiastic Year 9 students
during
Activities Week. The students participated
in a number of fun and challenging climbs.

The students also enjoyed the Parkour
Project at the same site. This is an indoor
facility designed to emulate the outside
environment and so allow participants to
safely enjoy the sport of Parkour.
The students had a great time having a go
at this new and physically demanding sport.

GOTTA
DANCE
Year 9 students who opted for Learn to
Dance had a wonderful but challenging
day during Activities Week.

They
enthusiastically
tackled
the
complications of many dance styles
include the ChaCha, the Jive and the
Waltz. They certainly did, “walk in ...
and dance out”.

WALK ON!
The Year 7 students enjoyed an interesng
walk together from school to Upton Country
Park mostly along the Castleman Trailway.

The weather was kind for most (but not all!)
of the me and the students really enjoyed a
walk in the school’s local area.

PGL PURSUITS

FLIGHT

Year 8 students who chose to visit PGL Activity Centre
in Osmington Bay, Weymouth had a wonderfully
exciting and action packed time. They participated in
a wide range of outdoor and adventurous pursuits
including abseiling, climbing a trapeze, giant swing,
climbing, zip wire, a sensory trail and cycling.

Eager Year 7 students enjoyed taking part
in the “Flight” event - an engineering project
investigating the theory of flight.

The project gave students the opportunity
to experiment with paper aeroplanes to
produce the longest flying aeroplane and
also build an elastic band powered aircraft.
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SAFEGUARDING UPDATES
INTERNET SAFETY
Useful Information for Parents & Carers
Based on information from the Safeguarding team at the Borough of Poole
Reporting systems on social media: how effective are they?
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publications/growing-digital
The Growing Up Digital Report from the Children’s Commissioner indicates that children do have concerns and
frustration that when they report inappropriate content to apps, websites and games, it is not removed. The BBC
recently tested Facebook’s efficacy in removing reported material. It reported 100 images that appeared to breach
Facebook’s own terms and conditions including pages explicitly for men with a sexual interest in children; images of
under-16s in highly sexualised poses, with obscene comments posted beside them; groups with names such as "hot
xxxx schoolgirls" containing stolen images of real children; and an image that appeared to be a still from a video of
child abuse, with a request below it to share "child pornography". Facebook removed only 18 of the images. When
the BBC contacted Facebook they reported the BBC to CEOP (the police Child Exploitation and Online Protection
agency) and refused to be interviewed. Facebook later said that all the content had been removed, despite the fact
that originally it said the remaining 82 images did not breach its conditions.
Our advice and that of other agencies is to continue to report material to the platform that it is on but consider other
actions including:
• Report illegal content, such as images or videos of a child being sexually exploited, to the Internet Watch
Foundation: www.iwf.org.uk.
• If you are concerned about the sexual exploitation of a child on the internet, you can report to the National
Crime Agency’s CEOP Command: www.ceop.police.uk/ceop-report
• For professionals who need support about reporting issues on social media sites, they can contact the
Professionals Online Safety Helpline: www.saferinternet.org.uk/helpline
• Young people who have concerns, whether about themselves or a friend, can contact Childline on
www.childline.org.uk
For more details of the BBC investigation, please see http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-39187929
This comes on the back of the Home Office Select Committee describing Social Media giants such as Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube as 'shamefully far' from tackling abuse and extremist content; this is further explored at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-39744016

New Childline app – For Me
For Me is the new app from childline designed by young people for young people.
It can be downloaded to a phone or other mobile devices and can be locked with a pin. The app can be used to chat
with a counsellor or get advice. It is currently available for iPhone but will soon also be available for Android too.
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/for-me/

Yellow – Make New Friends app
We have had some reports of young people using the app Yellow. This dating app, similar to Tinder, uses your
Snapchat profile to create an account and therefore attracts a younger audience than some other dating apps. The
tag line for the app is Make New Friends and, similar to Tinder, you see profile pictures of people and swipe to
indicate whether you would like to start chatting. The content can be very sexualised and users may receive requests
to send naked images of themselves, often by the use of emojis: for example, the aubergine refers to male genitalia,
the purple devil is code for “lets sext” and a surprised cat means “I want to see you naked”. For more see NSPCC’s
blog at https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/yellow-news/ and a parent’s view of the site
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4165508/Inside-seedy-world-Tinder-teens.html

Digital Parenting Magazine
Issue 5 of the magazine is now out of print again. You can still access it online at
https://parentzone.org.uk/projects/digital-parenting-magazine and a new version will be available in September.
Don’t forget you can access free up to date articles on online safety for your school website from the Parent Zone
at http://parentinfo.org/
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SAFEGUARDING UPDATES
INTERNET SAFETY
Useful Information for Parents & Carers
Based on information from the Safeguarding team at the Borough of Poole
Snap Maps
Please be aware of Snapchat’s new location tool, Snap Map.
'Snap Maps' allows other users of Snapchat to see the location and activity of users and their snaps by linking their
location to a map. There are more detailed articles available about this feature on the BBC and other websites.
Whilst it is potentially useful for friends to be able to share this information there is always the risk that intended
access to personal details can be given. The NSPCC advise that young people should set Snapchat to 'ghost mode'
which means that no one can see your location. To do this please follow the instructions below.
•
When in photo-taking mode, pinch the screen to open your Snap Map
•
Tap the settings cog in the right hand corner of the screen
•
Tap Ghost Mode to switch off location sharing

Share Aware overview
Share Aware was launched by the NSPCC and O2 on May
16 and you may have already seen the campaign on TV or
via other media sources and O2 stores. Share Aware gives
parents all the tools they need to have regular and informed
conversations with their child about staying safe online.
Under 20% of parents discuss online safety regularly with
their children but we want to get every family talking about
their child’s life online, just as they would their day at school.
The internet is a great place for kids to be, being Share
Aware makes it safer.
Suggested Tweets
1. Just like in real life, kids need our help to stay safe online. Teach your child to be #ShareAware with @NSPCC
and @O2 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/
2. Teach your child to be #ShareAware online, with step-by-step
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/share-aware/

advice

from

@NSPCC

Share Aware say :
Through our straight-forward, step-by-step advice and Icebreaker email series, we’ll show parents how to untangle
the web and teach children how to make the right decisions online, even when parents aren’t there.
•

Our new TV ad – Safety advice from a 10 year old.

•
Icebreakers email series – We’ve teamed up with O2 to create a bespoke email series full of tips and information on
different issues eg cyberbullying and inappropriate content, with activities parents can complete with their child.
•

Mumsnet partnership – Join our Twitter Q&A at 12.30pm on 16th May using #ShareAware, alongside a
Mumsnet Facebook live.

•

Family agreements – We have created a downloadable family agreements document for families to complete
and fill in together.

•

Share Aware homepage - Read our step-by-step guide to being Share Aware and our TEAM (Talk, Explore,
Manage, Agree) framework on how to stay safe online in four simple steps.

•

Net Aware - Our guide to the most popular social networks sites, apps and games that children use. New sites
site such as Musical.ly, Kiwi and Pokemon Go have been added this year, along with a breaking news page and
top tips from O2 Gurus on blocking, private account settings or in-app purchases. The new Net Aware can be
downloaded on both iOS and Android.

•

Teaching resources – Download Share Aware teaching resources for use in the classroom.

•

Specialised advice - Advisors at our O2 & NSPCC Online Safety Helpline – 0808 800 5002 – are here to help
with any questions, or anyone can make an appointment with a Guru in store.
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WHIZZ BANG!

CAREERS

This year the Chemistry Department sent both a team from Year 7
and from Year 8 to the Southampton Chemistry Festival.

A round up of some of our Careers
activities this term :
• Parkstone Grammar School was
awarded a five-star charter for how well
it prepares its students for employment.
See the front page for the full story.
• At the beginning of June all Year 10 students went out on a
week’s work experience. It was a pleasure to receive such
positive feedback from a number of employers, some who would
have employed one of our students immediately!

The girls thoroughly enjoyed the chance to complete the two
laboratory-based competitions and the inspiring whizz-bang lecture
at the end of the day.

• In June a parents’ evening was held to explain different routes
to Top Jobs. The school Careers Coordinator, Julia Wilkinson,
talked about opportunities post 16 and 18. Phil Paige from JP
Morgan spoke about their apprenticeship opportunities and a
past Parkstone student who was an apprentice spoke about her
experience. Another past student Amy Habgood talked about
her experience as an apprentice accountant and her
progression in this field.
• Also in June Year 12 were treated to Futures Day. They
heard about the UCAS process, writing personal statements,
student finance and then had the opportunity to attend different
workshops. Guest speakers included Lt Charlotte Milne Air
Engineer Royal Navy ( Ex student), Matthew Lewis Coles Miller
Solicitors, James Atkin Action Coach, Apprentices from Ward
Goodman and others.

The girls excelled at problem-solving and our Year 7 team won 3rd
prize in the Chemistry Challenge!

Year 10 - Oﬀ to Berlin
Bright and early on Thursday 30 May, we set off with twelve Year 10 students bound for Berlin for 5 days. We had a good journey
by minibus to Heathrow and then flew to Tegel. Arriving around midday we had a chance to check in at the A&O Hostel in Berlin,
Mitte and then we embarked on our programme of sights and visits.
We explored the fascinating city of Berlin by train,
underground, bus, tram and boat and enjoyed learning
about the history of the city, its main sights and diverse
architecture via audio guides. Our cultural highlights
included a visit to the Deutsche Museum with fascinating
insights into the history of Germany long before it was the
country we know today; the Berliner Dom, a stunning
example of Barock architecture; the Babelsberg film
museum where the girls learnt about the history of cinema
techniques, the various steps involved in producing a film
and the international importance of the Potsdam
Babelsberg studios today.
An appreciation of more recent historical events was
gleaned at the DDR museum which gives an insight into
life in the former East Germany and there was time for
reflection at the holocaust memorial. We supported the
German economy with shopping along the famous
Ku’damm and sampled authentic German meals at two
restaurants. Students experienced die Schöne und das
Bieste (Beauty and the Beast) in 3D at the modern Sony
Center on Potsdamer Platz but also learnt about how this
former East German square epitomises the changes and
investment that occurred after reunification.
It is true to say that we witnessed many realities of life in
a capital city during our short visit: from the tents housing the homeless under the bridges, to a procession of 54 chauffeured
cars along Unter den Linden and the evidence that investment in Berlin remains strong with the building of a brand new
underground line.
We saw a film shoot outside the Französischer Dom and enjoyed several street artists and entertainers. The girls also enjoyed
their visit to the zoo and had the opportunity to learn lots of new vocabulary. All in all it was a jam-packed few days!
The girls behaved impeccably and showed enthusiasm and interest in everything we showed them, despite the fact that we
covered 74km over the 5 days. They were keen to try out their German at every opportunity and it was noticeable that they are
more confident at speaking German in Year 10 compared to Year 9 who we previously took on the exchange.

FRAU COOTE - Head of German
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KINGSTON LACY
In May the Art department took Year 10 art students to visit the Naonal Trust Kingston Lacy
House and Gardens. The focus of the trip was to collect observaonal drawings and
photographs.
The students were asked to carry out carefully observed studies made with a variety of
materials whilst they visited Kingston Lacy House and Gardens. They also took plenty of
photographs to document their trip and use in
their Year 11 work.
The Gardens are full of a variety of ﬂowers,
wildlife and landscapes – a whole host of visual
opportunies.
Aer lunch, some of the students decided to
venture into the house and view its history and
grand features.
The trip proved very successful, all students producing a series of good quality sketches exploring
a range of materials and an added bonus, the weather was beaufully sunny and hot, perfect
drawing weather!

MARKETING

PARENTS’ VOICE

Year 9 students visited Tower Park
recently as part of a GCSE Business
markeng project.
In addion to conducng their own
research and interviewing the park
manager students had an hours
presentaon on markeng by the
manager of Hollywood Bowl which ended
with all students enjoying a free game of
bowling.

'Poole Parents Voice met in June and we had an
interesting
and
informative
meeting.
Presentations were given on the National
Funding Formula for schools, Teaching Schools
in Poole and the role of the Poole Schools
Standards Board. Initial feedback was also given
from the results of the SEND survey undertaken
earlier this year. A summary taken from the
minutes and the power point presentations are
available on the PGS website.
Our next meeting is in October and items to be
discussed include: High Needs funding
consultation, behaviour policies in school and
discussion on how to engage parents more.
Please let me know if you would like anything
else added to the agenda.
Katie Al-Soufi' - Parent
Please feel free to contact Mrs Al-Soufi through the school

HOUSE
CAPTAINS
Congraulaons to our Heads/Deputy
Heads of House for 2017/18 :
ALETHEIA
Head of House: Hannah Marn
Deputy Head of House: Olivia Davies
ATHENA
Head of House: Anna Silins
Deputy Head of House: Lucy Morris
EIRENE
Head of House: Hannah McQueen
Deputy Head of House: Charli Hom
HERA
Head of House: Olivia Marn
Deputy Head of House: Kae Palmer
HESTIA
Head of House: Sophie Oliver
Deputy Head of House: Emma Dawson
IRIS
Head of House: Mae Milner
Deputy Head of House: Min Lou

HEAD GIRL &
DEPUTIES 2017-18
It is with great pleasure that we
announce our school officers for
next year.

Head Girl :
Deputies :

Natasha Das
Katie Child
Emily Olive
Ruby West
Claire Wignall

AND THE OSCAR GOES TO ...
Parkstone’s fabulous 13th Annual Media
Oscars Awards Ceremony took place in a
packed main hall on a very warm evening on
the 22nd June.
Guests enjoyed a taste of stardom with a
glamorous photo opportunity on the Red
Carpet outside the hall, thanks to the
Prefects, and were met inside with mocktails
and canapes provided by the school catering
company, Innovate.
Our special guests and judges, Jan Weddup
a former screenwriter, and Andrew Burn (a
member of our Governing Body, and recently
retired as Head of Projects at Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra) awarded the coveted golden
Oscar statuettes.
Huge congratulations to all the Oscar winners this year particularly at A2 to Katie Johnson who
won Best Overall Film and Best Soundtrack for a score written especially for her horror, Lilith
and Scarlett Ogley whose short comedy, Hangry won Most Original Film, The AS Student Choice
Award and Star Film of the Night. At AS, the Most Original Film was awarded to Mind Without
Direction created by Hannah Wedlake and Josie Wright.
The judges agreed that the standard was particularly high this year and it was a very close
competition between the entrants.
Many thanks to everyone involved in making this once again a very enjoyable and rewarding
evening.
Jenny Ashby - Head of Media Studies
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PFSA

Parkstone’s
Parents, Friends &
Staff Association
TEAM MEMBERS

First of all I would like to thank all the parents, friends and pupils who have supported our events over the past year.
We had a very busy start to the new school year; our aim was to encourage new parents and old to take an acve part in becoming commiee
members and helpers. Although we had some success. I was disappointed that out of a school of 1300 pupils there are currently only 10-15
volunteers. The school needs PFSA support more than ever, especially in the current economic climate. We are currently looking for new
people to take oﬃcer roles, as exisng members are ready to move on when their daughters leave.
We recognise that everyone has busy lives and to reﬂect that we will accept any amount of help you can oﬀer, for example just two hours for
one event. We have a helpers list so if you can help please contact me janeturgoose@icloud.com.
From September we shall be meeng on the ﬁrst Tuesday of the month - except September when we are meeng on 12 September. Please
be aware that these Tuesday meengs are a permanent change from the current Monday meeng.
Our A.G.M will take place in October. Vacant Roles from October 2017
• Vice Chair

• Secretary

• Treasurer

• Adversing/Markeng

It would be lovely to have you on board!
Jane Turgoose – PFSA Chair

BIOLOGY
OLYMPIAD

German
Scholarship!

Nine Year 12 students recently took part in the Royal
Society of Biology's intermediate Olympiad
compeon.

Following a very competitive
application process, Year 12
student Hannah Sinclair-Walker
has successfully gained a place on
this year’s prestigious international
German Scholarships Programme.

This compeon is a 1 hour mulple choice test that
the girls sit online. It is based on topics they have
studied in the ﬁrst year of the A-level course.
Students are awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze in the
compeon.
Top winning students in 2017 will be invited to
aend an awards ceremony in London.
Gold winning students will be invited to take part in
a special Field Studies council run training day in
London to learn about the Ecology of a London Park.
And the results are just in : Parkstone entrants
achieved 1 gold medal, 1 silver medal, 4 highly
commended and 1 commended.

TENNER
CHALLENGE
This year’s Tenner Challenge saw
40 year 9 students making the
most of a tenner.

This course is sponsored to help
promote international exchange
and cooperation in the school
sector.

The Tenner Challenge provides a
highly interactive way for students
to develop key skills, using real
money to take calculated risks in
business. Students are pledged £10
and have one month to set up a
business - and see if they can
improve on their £10!

It is hoped that all students
involved will greatly improve their
knowledge
of
the
German
Language and culture and make
many lasting friendship around the
world.

The entrepreneurial skills of the
students were very obvious with
some exciting and innovative ideas
ranging from car washing to shoe
polishing.
Students raised an
impressive £1700 of which £780 is
going to various charities.

YOUNG ENTERPRISE
The Dorset ﬁnals of the Young
Enterprise
company
programme took place at the
Hamworthy Club on 28 April.
Luna, a team comprising 9
students from the school and
led by Year 12 student Hannah
Marn won the best new
product award.
Compeng teams’ trade
stands were judged, business
plans reviewed and presentaons dissected as part of the event aended by
local businesses, other schools and local MP Michael Tomlinson who gave an
overview of his work on youth employment and spoke with members of the
team about their experiences of the programme.
Although disappointed not to win the students did themselves proud, delivering
a conﬁdent presentaon and professional report.
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On Friday 30 June and
Saturday 1 July, 77 Year
10 students undertook their
qualifying
Duke
of
Edinburgh
Bronze
expedition in Cranborne
Chase.
They had to plan a 15 km
walk for each day and
then navigate their way
along their route, carrying
all the kit and food they needed for the two days.
When they reached camp they had to put up their
tents and cook their own dinner on a Trangia.
They all successfully completed their expedition.
Well done to all the students involved.

Sport
PARKSTONE EQUESTRIAN TEAM TRIUMPHS AGAIN
On 30 June the Parkstone Equestrian Team of Phoebe Anson, Sophie Bourne,
Isobel Wilkinson, Mae Pollard and myself Mimi Hiller set oﬀ to compete in the
Dorset Schools Games at Bryanston. This was my ﬁrst me represenng Parkstone
Grammar School and we had a tle to defend as PGS won the class last year!!
The course was full of
twists and turns and
open to errors if you
were not careful. We
all jumped clear and
with good mes but
we had to wait for
some me for the
results as there were nearly 60 competors.
We were all delighted when our team was placed 1st, with Isobel Wilkinson
being placed 5th individually and myself being placed 2nd individually!! A
wonderful result!!
Mimi Hiller 7T

Moving On; From Biathle To Triathle
Following my first successful biathle season (continuous run-swim-run) I have also
taken up the sport of triathle which is a continuous shoot-swim-run competition.
Triathletes use a laser pistol and have up to 50 seconds to hit 5 targets placed 5m
away followed by a 25m swim and then a 400m run. This sequence is repeated
four times. I knew that this year would be challenging in both sports as I am
currently 12 but I am competing in the U15 age group.
My first ever triathle competition was the South West Triathle Championships in
April where I managed a respectable 12th place against a very experienced field.
The biathle season also started in April with the
Cheltenham biathle, a European qualifier event. I
came 18th but I hadn’t expected to place any
higher. I found that this biathle was more about
finding out how I was going to pace the next few
than trying to qualify, as it’s double the distance I
have been used to (800m run, 100m swim, 800m
run) and I obviously can’t sprint it all!
I entered the South West Schools Biathle in June, a
competition based on school year groups. As a Year
7, I only have to run 400m, swim 50m and run
400m. At this competition I came 4th although I
came out of the swim leading. As I was hoping for
a top 6 place I was very pleased with this result.
This was followed by the National Schools Biathle,
also competing in year groups. With a good first run
and a fast transition (putting my shoes into the
box) I entered the water 4th, but with a strong
swim I managed to pull ahead to 1st place. I held
1st until the sprint finish, when I was overtaken by 3
other competitors to finish 4th, just missing out on a
medal. Although I was disappointed with my finish I
was happy with my placing and my swim, as I pulled
ahead in the water. I just need to work on my sprinting
to get the edge over my fellow competitors.
My last event before the summer break was the
National Triathle Championships, a qualifier for the
Triathle World Championships held in September, in
Spain, where I was back to being an U15 competitor.
My laser shooting has improved since April and with a
strong swim and a better shoot I managed to finish in
7th place with a qualifying time to be considered for
Team GB. I am currently 1st reserve and have an
anxious wait to see if I will be selected. This has been
an enormous surprise and I am so happy to have even
achieved this in my first triathle season.
ERIN HORN - Year 7
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Cricket Soball Fesval
On 21 June a team of Parkstone cricketers went
to Dorchester Recreaon Ground to take part
in a soball tournament. The students from
Parkstone taking part were: Saﬁa Nadaf
(Captain), Scarle Ainsworth, Rachel Pope, Tilly
Churchill, Maddie Bowra, Amelie Whitaker,
Liberty Rickford, Zoe Miles, Tabby Rose and
Maggie Rushton.

The day started oﬀ at a high heat (in the hoest
week since 1976) with the whole team looking
forward to the matches ahead.
The team won the ﬁrst match and then the
second. In the end, they had won four of their
matches
Parkstone cricketers really showed impressive
bowling, ﬁelding and bang. At last the team
were at their last match. Winning all of their
matches resulted in them going through to the
ﬁnals against St.Osmunds. Their last match was
tough but they pushed their skills to the limits
and won the ﬁnal match which concluded in
them coming ﬁrst
The cricketers thoroughly enjoyed these
matches where they were rewarded with gold
medals, a trophy and a shield for the school.
A huge thank you to the staﬀ who gave up their
me to take the team to Dorchester. Another
thank you to the people who allowed this
tournament to take place on Dorchester
Recreaon Ground. Thank you Saﬁa Nadaf who
was a brilliant cricket captain.
Zoe Miles 7T

Sport (cont. ...)
CRICKET

Cricket continues to be a popular extracurricular activity at Parkstone with
higher numbers of enthusiastic participants at Cricket Club and after school
training on a Friday.
For the main competitions we have been running two teams at U13 level and
two teams in the U15 age-group which underlines the commitment to the
sport by the students and the dedication of staff
The U13s have had great success, victoriously playing through the county
and regional levels, currently sitting as the U13 South West Regional Softball
Champions! A wonderful achievement! They now progress through to the
National Finals to be held at Loughborough in September.
The U15s have similarly produced excellent results. Having played well in
many competitions they recently achieved 2nd place in the Dorset “chance to
shine” tournament .

SAILING REGATTA

U13 SW Regional Champions

Double Trampoline
Year 8 student Maddi Tarrant is flying high in the relatively
new trampoline gymnastics discipline of Double Mini
Trampoline (DMT).
The DMT is like two mini tramps that have been joined in the
middle. Double Mini Trampoline can be likened to a
combination of Athletics, Trampolining and Gymnastics.
Competitors sprint down a carpeted track and hurdle onto
the apparatus before performing double and triple
somersaults with the same precision required on a
trampoline.
DMT is so talented in this discipline that she has successfully
qualified for the England Squad and is currently waiting to see
if she will get the opportunity to compete for England at an
International event.

In June, Parkstone entered a team into the Dorset School Games
Sailing regaa. All 11 girls sailed extremely well, culminang in
us being placed 2nd overall.
There were some very strong individual performances, with Alex
Holborn and Lucy Kenyon ﬁnishing 3rd and 4th respecvely in
the Grand Final, being the highest ranked girls in the whole
compeon.
Congratulaons to all competors on a brilliant day’s sailing.

In addition,she has qualified for the 2017 British
Championships in September and has been selected earlier
for the British Gymnastics Aspiring Talent Development
Squad for Trampoline.
We wish Maddi the very best of luck!

CHARLOTTE EDWARDS
A notable event in our cricket calendar has been the visit
to the school by Charlotte Edwards, the ex-England
Cricket Captain.

GAMES CAPTAINS
Parkstone’s Games Captains play an important role within the
department helping with clubs, inter-house activities and most
importantly being great ambassadors for sport.

She put our squad through its paces delivering high
quality practice sessions and further enhancing the
sports profile within the school.

The department is proud to announce that the newly appointed
Senior Games Captains are as follows:
Head Games Captain: Sian Lynk
Deputy Games Captain: Zoe Stiby, Megan Leaper & Zoe Schneider

NETBALL
Megan Harwood - Year 9 - has had a highly successful netball
season.
Playing for the team Poole Crystals, Megan and her teammates
took part in the England Netball U14 National Club Finals held in
Birmingham in May. After battling hard over 2 days and playing
superb netball under huge pressure, the team came home with
a bronze medal. Congratulations!

Has your daughter achieved something wonderful that she’d like to share with the school community? A sport, a hobby, an award, an achievement?
Please share it with us! Email oﬃce@parkstone.poole.sch.uk. We can’t promise to include all arcles, but we will do our best!
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