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KEY STAGE 4 OPTIONS

Dear Student
Year 8 is a very important year for you as this is the first time that you will get the
opportunity to make real choices about your future studies.

During the Spring Term you will be asked to make your Key Stage 4 choices. This booklet
provides you with information and advice that you will need when making these important
decisions.

I hope your choices will be made after informed discussions with your parents and subject
staff. There is plenty of time available and Form Tutors, Miss Henderson (Head of Year 8),
Mr Hallsworth, Mr Scopes, Miss Willis, Mrs Wilkinson our Careers Co-ordinator and I are all
happy to help.

Tracy Harris
Headteacher
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TIMETABLE OF EVENTS
Tuesday 28 November 2017

 Year 8 Options Evening

Thursday 30 November 2017

 Wellbeing Session - Making Good Choices

Week beginning Monday
11 December 2017

 Year 8 Tracking Point

Thursday 11 January 2018

 Meet Year 11 Wellbeing Session

Thursday 18 January 2018

 Year 8 Parents’ Evening

*Thursday 18 January 2018

 Initial Key Stage 4 Choices

**Wednesday 21 February 2018

 Final Key Stage 4 Choices Made

* This is a survey of possible choices and is used for timetable planning.
** These are the final choices and used for designing option blocks for the school
timetable. If a student’s choices cannot be timetabled parents of the student concerned
will be informed by letter.
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THE CURRICULUM
We hope that at Parkstone Grammar School we offer a curriculum for all our students in
Key Stage 4 where they have opportunities to learn in ways that motivate and engage
them, and through hard work position themselves for success in life.
The aim of our curriculum is to combine breadth of study, with more flexibility, enabling
students to tailor their academic study to their educational needs and aptitudes. When
students begin to contemplate their transition into Key Stage 4 they will have many
choices to make in the routes they follow.

♦ Learning Pathways at Parkstone
THE COMPULSORY CURRICULUM
All students will take the following to GCSE level:
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Science (this will lead to awards in the three Separate Sciences)
There is a strong ethos at the school that not only are we concerned with the academic
progress of students but also their holistic development as participants within a rapidly
changing world. We believe it is important for all young people to understand and explore
their own moral and spiritual values as well as those of others. They should also have
opportunity to undertake extended physical exercise as well as become responsible
citizens within society. Throughout Key Stage 4 there are plenty of opportunities to
explore the world of work including work experience. Students will also be able to
consider the options open to them post 16.
So in addition all students will have:
Religious Education
Physical Education
Wellbeing Sessions – this includes Careers and Citizenship
Personalised Learning – This will include a range of activities that help support the
students in their wider studies, particularly with helping them to adapt to GCSE study.
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THE OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
This is where students make choices about what they will be learning at Key Stage 4. We
offer a wide range of GCSEs to cater for the differing interests and abilities of all students.
Students are asked to pick four subjects and a reserve from the following list. They are
recommended to ensure a breadth of choice, whilst at the same time considering their future
career paths.
GCSE Level
Art
Astronomy
Business
Computer Science
Drama
Economics
Food Preparation and Nutrition
French
Geography
German
Graphics
History
Italian
Music
Physical Education
Religion and Philosophy
Spanish
Textiles
We allow free choice with the following restriction:
1)

You may only choose one of either Business Studies or Economics.

2)

You may only choose one of either Graphics or Textiles

English Baccalaureate
Students are strongly advised to take one language and one humanities subject (either
History or Geography) plus two other subjects. This will allow them to achieve the English
Baccalaureate.
This pathway may not be suitable for all students and should be discussed carefully to ensure
future career paths or subject combinations will not be closed.
Students can take more than one language and more than one humanities subject. We
recommend breadth and creativity so including an arts, vocational or creative option would
be recommended.
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PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS
GCSEs are externally assessed by examinations at the end of the course in the summer of
Year 11. The specific details of these examinations will be published later, as the new
specifications for GCSE become available.
It is important to note that students will participate in some practical examinations in certain
subjects if chosen by them. These will be those subjects where the practical application of
some skills are central to the nature of the subject. Such subjects are likely to include
Physical Education, Drama and Music.
The nature of the GCSE means that these practical examinations can be placed at any point
from Year 9 - Year 11 and subjects will timetable sessions at the optimum time to maximise
students’ achievement.
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CHOOSING YOUR KEY STAGE 4
OPTIONS
When choosing your options, you will need to give careful consideration to which subjects
you enjoy the best and where your strengths lie.
Your teachers will be able to help you with this; so don’t forget to ask them how they feel
you are getting on in your studies. Tracking Points will also provide you with additional
information. Before you make your final choices you will have had many opportunities to
discuss the options open to you and to listen to the advice of others.
However, it is important that the final decision is yours. You should pick the subjects that
you feel you will enjoy the most and that will enable you to follow any career aspirations
that you may have. Don’t be tempted just to choose the subjects that your friends or
relatives think you should study. You should aim to maintain a broad and balanced
curriculum.
For many students and parents the choice is often simple and straightforward. For others
the choices may be more difficult to make. We therefore offer an opportunity, if needed,
for students and parents to discuss their choices with a member of the Leadership Group
who will be able to provide advice and guidance where necessary. Mr Hallsworth, Deputy
Headteacher, is available to call at school to discuss any queries that you may have.
At the back of this booklet is a form for you to indicate which subjects you are choosing.
** This form will need to be handed in by Wednesday 21 February 2018 at the latest **
We aim to arrange the timetable to give maximum choice and each year the majority of
students do get to study their first choice subjects.
However we cannot guarantee that we can offer you your first choice of subjects. This may
be due to one of the following reasons:

a) The demand for a course is insufficient and we may not be able to run it.
b) Some combinations of subjects may not be possible to timetable.
c) The demand for a course is such that there is insufficient staffing
available and we will need to limit the number of groups being taught.
In such cases we will meet with students before allocating their reserve subject choice, and
inform you of this change.
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ENGLISH
In Key Stage 4 English lessons, students are prepared for both English Language and
English Literature GCSEs. During Year 9 students will begin the new GCSE course by
focusing on GCSE style tasks and activities to develop the skills required, through study
and analysis of a range of non-fiction texts, developing imaginative and accurate
creative writing responses, and preparing for a formal speaking and listening
presentation.

♦ Description of Subject - GCSE English Language
For English Language, students read and develop skills for imaginative, personal and
critical responses to a range of different literary and non-fiction texts covering the 19th,
20th and 21st Century time periods. The ability to write clearly, coherently and
accurately using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures is also an important aspect of the course.
GCSE English Language grades are based on assessment by examinations at the end of the course.
Speaking and Listening skills are also taught and assessed as part of GCSE English Language. These help
students to develop effective interaction in discussions and plan effectively for different purposes and
audiences in making presentations, speeches and responding appropriately to any questions and feedback.
Speaking and Listening are assessed by teachers in school and receive a separate grade on the GCSE
certificate.

♦ Examination Details - GCSE English Language
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
1 hour 45 minutes
Reading Paper 25%
Writing Paper 25%
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

YEARS 9, 10 & 11

1 hour 45 minutes
Reading Paper 25%
Writing Paper 25%

♦ What you will do
 Study a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th
and 21st centuries.
 Analyse how writers use language and structure to create different
effects for their readers.
 Use your knowledge to improve and develop your own writing for
different purposes and audiences.
 Complete speaking and listening assignments.
 Learn skills and techniques that will prepare you for the examinations

♦ Board :

♦ Specification :

AQA

8

8700

♦ Description of Subject - GCSE English Literature
During Year 9 students will develop the critical skills required for the new GCSE
course through study of a novel, or a modern or Shakespearean play, and learning
how to respond to ‘unseen’ poetry.
For English Literature, students learn to respond with sensitivity and perception to a
variety of classic and modern writers, including drama, poetry and prose by writers
ranging from Shakespeare to 21st Century.
GCSE English Literature grades are based on assessment by examinations at the end
of the course.

♦

Examination Details - GCSE English Literature

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel
1 hour 45 minutes
Written Paper 40%
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

♦ What you will do
 Study a range of literature texts from the
19th, 20th and 21st Centuries.
 Study poetry, prose and drama texts.
 Analyse themes,
structure of texts.

characters

and

 Learn skills and techniques to help you
prepare for the exam.

♦ Board :

YEARS 9, 10 & 11

YEARS 9, 10 & 11

2 hours 15 minutes
Written Paper 60%

♦ What you will do
Texts studied will include:
 Shakespeare: ‘Macbeth’; ‘The Tempest’;
‘Romeo and Juliet’; ‘The Merchant of Venice’;
‘Much Ado about Nothing’
 19th Century novels: ‘A Christmas Carol’;
‘Frankenstein’; ‘Pride and Prejudice’; ‘Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde’
 Modern Texts: ‘Animal Farm’; ‘An Inspector
Calls’; ‘Lord of the Flies’; ‘DNA’
 Poetry: Love and Relationships Poetry; Power
and Conflict Poetry

♦ Specification :

AQA

8702

Student Comments :
“English helps to develop your writing skills and gives you a sound basis for other subjects.”
“Presentations to the class gave me loads of confidence.”
“The variety of texts really broadens your horizons.”
“We get plenty of support and guidance.”
“Role play, hot-seating and seeing a live performance at the Lighthouse really brought the play to life
for me.”
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MATHEMATICS
♦ Description of Subject
The new Mathematics GCSE has been designed to develop both a deep and
a broad mathematical understanding. It will provide all students with
greater coverage of key areas such as ratio, proportion and rates of change
and require them to apply their knowledge and reasoning to provide clear
mathematical arguments. It will focus on ensuring that every student
masters the fundamental mathematics that is required for further
education and future careers. It will provide greater challenge for the most
able students by thoroughly testing their understanding of the
mathematical knowledge needed for higher level study and careers in
mathematics, the sciences and computing.
Mathematics lies at the heart of the educational process and it comes as no surprise that both universities and
employers place great importance on a high grade in the subject. At a basic level it provides the numeracy so essential
to modern day life but there is so much more to the subject than just that.
Above all Mathematics is about problem solving. It develops the ability to tackle complex problems with logic,
precision, creativity and clarity of expression - and with such transferable skills we shall be opening doors to future
opportunities in many fields.
Which other subject gives you that wonderful thrill when you finally spot the way to answer a problem, or suddenly
understand something that you thought was totally beyond you yesterday? What other area provides you with a
universal language to understand, interpret and predict both the motion of the universe and the movements of the
tiniest particle?
We hope that you will enjoy your GCSE Mathematics. We are looking forward to teaching you.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Assessment is based entirely on the final examination which consists of 3 papers of 1 hour and 30 minutes each.
One paper is non-calculator whilst the other two will both require a calculator.
There is no Controlled Assessment in GCSE Mathematics.

YEARS 9, 10 & 11

♦ What you will do
The course will consist of the following areas of study in
the given percentages:






♦ Board :

15% Number
20% Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change
30% Algebra
15% Statistics and Probability
20% Geometry and Measures

Edexcel

♦ Syllabus Number :

Student Comment :
“Cool! It is a real challenge - I never thought I would enjoy it this much.”
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SEPARATE SCIENCES
♦ Description of Subject
Year 9 marks the beginning of the 3 Separate Science GCSE courses. This course is a rigorous
introduction to GCSE Chemistry, Biology and Physics, and the content covered forms the
foundation year of our three year GCSE courses which continue into Year 10 and are then
examined at the end of Year 11.
There is a strong emphasis on ICT/Thinking Skills/Numeracy in Science and Scientific Enquiry,
or ‘How Science Works’, as well as a high level of scientific academic rigour.

♦ Examination Details - Edexcel GCSE 9–1 Separate Sciences.
 What you will do
BIOLOGY
Topic 1 – Key concepts in Biology

Topic 3 – Genetics

Topic 2 – States of matter and
mixtures

Topic 4 – Natural selection and
genetic modification

Topic 3 – Chemical changes

Topic 8 – Exchange and transport
in animals
Topic 9 – Ecosystems and
material cycles

Topic 3 – Conservation of
energy
Topic 4 – Waves
Topic 5 – Light and the
electromagnetic spectrum
Topic 6 – Radioactivity
Topic 7 – Astronomy

Topic 5 – Separate Chemistry 1
Topic 6 – Groups in the periodic
table
Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and
energy changes

PHYSICS

CHEMISTRY

Topic 7 – Animal coordination,
control and homeostasis

Topic 2 – Motion and forces

Topic 4 – Extracting metals and
equilibria

Topic 5 – Health, disease and the
development of medicines
Topic 6 – Plant structures and
their functions

Topic 1 – Key concepts of
Physics

Topic 1 – Key concepts in
Chemistry

Topic 2 – Cells and control

BIOLOGY

PHYSICS

CHEMISTRY

Topic 8 – Energy – Forces
doing work
Topic 9 – Forces and their
effects
Topic 10 – Electricity and
circuits

Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth science

Topic 11 – Static electricity

Topic 9 – Separate Chemistry 2

Topic 12 - Magnetism and
the motor effect
Topic 13 – Electromagnetic
induction
Topic 14 – Particle model
Topic 15 – Forces and matter

♦ Board :

Edexcel

♦ Syllabus Numbers :
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1CH0 (Chemistry)
1BI0 (Biology)
1PH0 (Physics)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Non-Examined
♦ Description of Subject
Religious Education takes place once a fortnight.

Autumn Term





Skills for Philosophical / Ethical Thinking
The Self: In relation to (1) The Self; (2) One’s Neighbour; (3) One’s
Environment; (4) The “Other”
Being in Becoming: Time and the Transcendent
The Seven Ages of Woman (cf. Shakespeare).

Spring Term






Foundations for Beliefs – Ayn Rand
Christian Ethics:
The Person of Jesus / Sermon on the Mount / The Sayings of Jesus / Discipleship
The Rejection of God
Mora Dilemmas: Ethics in Action

Summer Term






Truth
Stereotyping, Prejudice and Discrimination (Racial, Sexual, Disability), Scape-Goating (William
Golding: Lord of the Flies),
Media and Truth: (George Orwell: Nineteen-Eighty Four),
The Matrix. Religious and secular responses to the above.
A Beautiful Mind

The lessons provide students who decided not to choose Religion and Philosophy GCSE with the
opportunity to examine issues from different religious perspectives.
Class discussion is encouraged.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
This is a non-examined course.

Student Comment :
“I enjoy the class discussions and the dvd clips and insightful questions raised by teachers and students.
I find myself thinking a lot more after these lessons.”
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Non-Examined
♦ Description of Subject
Physical Education offers students the opportunity to pursue a range of activities some new and some more familiar ones. Athletics, Basketball, Dance, Gym Uni-hoc,
Netball, Handball, Football, Tennis, Rounders and Volleyball to name but a few.
Students follow a structured programme aimed at developing competence,
becoming increasingly effective in performance as a participant, leader and official by
expanding both knowledge and performance in areas such as skills, officiating and
coaching. The Physical Education programme also encourages the development of
social skills such as teambuilding, co-operation, leadership and communication.
Students are made aware of safe working practices.
A Health-Related Exercise Programme is an integral part of the PE Course and focuses
on your individual needs and addressing how to live a balanced, active, healthy
lifestyle.
It is intended that the work of the Physical Education Programme, together with an awareness of leisure
opportunities within the community, will develop those skills, attitudes, knowledge and understanding that will
encourage students to adopt a balanced, healthy, active lifestyle.

♦ This is a non-examined course
In all activities students are encouraged to improve their overall performance by rehearsing and refining their skills
in isolation as well as in a performance situation. This is undertaken through planning, performing and evaluating
their own and others' work. Activities are organised to accommodate all levels of ability and tasks are
differentiated to provide challenge and progress.

Student Comments :
“Lots of variety, lots of fun”
“It gives you more opportunities to expand on the skills that you have”
“It’s great fun”
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THE WELLBEING PROGRAMME
Teachers:

Form Tutors and outside speakers

♦ Description of Subject
On Week B Period 1 – students will have a ‘Time to Talk’ session with their tutor. The
focus of these sessions is coaching, resilience and emotional support. Students will have
either one to one appointments for 10 minutes or be involved in small groups’ sessions
Skills that students will acquire:
Students will take part both in class and small group discussions. They will learn to make
decisions based on information and facts given to them. They will present their ideas
and share their views with others in a variety of ways. These will include the use of roleplay, debating, presenting talks and producing display work and written work. They will
develop the self-awareness and confidence required for adult life, further learning and
work.
Resources plus any materials students need to provide:
Students will need to purchase an A4 Folder – colour of their choice, which they will keep through the school
Hints on how to be successful in the course:
In order to be successful, it is important for students to develop enquiring minds and to demonstrate a willingness
to listen carefully to opinions and facts. They should also show respect for the opinions of others. Students should
show a willingness to display their own ideas, either orally or through written work and presentations.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
This is a non-examined curriculum.

Students will also during this time have specific wellbeing lessons on the following areas:

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do

Preparing for work
The law and me / citizenship
Taking care of me
 CV
 John Bowers – life in prison
 Update on sexual Health and rehabilitation
 Writing letters of application
Chlamydia
writing formal emails
 Why people commit crime
 Teenage domestic violence  Interview techniques
relationship education
 Sexting
Taking care of me
 Contraception (Sexual
Health Education)
 Self Defence
 Yoga

Raising awareness / citizenship/
relationship education
 HIV and AIDS
 Radicalisation
 Forced Marriage
Taking care of me
 STI’s (sexual health
education)
 First Aid Course
 Stress busting

Student Comment :
“Wellbeing sessions are informative and thought provoking.”
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Making Choices
 Academic- A level options
 Labour market information
and reputation management
Raising Awareness
 FGM- International Day of
Zero Tolerance

ART & DESIGN
♦ Description of Subject
Art and Design plays an increasingly important role in Britain’s development as an industrial nation. Our future
depends in large measure on the qualities of designers, creative artists and craft
people employed in a wide range of industries and working situations. The Art
and Design education system annually produces people capable of improving all
aspects of our environment, both interior and exterior. From lounge furniture to
street furniture, newspapers to TV graphics, jewellery to dishwashers, fabrics to
high fashion, through countless items we use every day, designers improve
function, practicality and appearance, in both the home and work environment.
Whether you wish to become a designer, craftsperson or pursue art solely for the
pleasure it gives, GCSE in Art and Design is the course for you!
During the course you will encounter stimulating challenges including sculpture,
painting, drawing and printmaking. These will help you improve your observation
skills, respond imaginatively to first hand experience of art works (via visits to
important exhibitions), react inventively to the world around you and generally improve your practical abilities in a
wide range of materials and techniques.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Work is presented in sketchbooks, mounted sheets and as final pieces.

Portfolio of work (60% of total)
The examination consists of a period of preparation and research plus an unaided practical exam.

Externally set task (40% of total)

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do



You will complete a series of
experimental workshops which
will introduce you to a variety of
new and exciting techniques and
materials



Produce work based around a
chosen theme



This will give you the tools and
knowledge to empower you to
complete exciting projects in
Years 10 & 11 with a huge variety
of techniques and materials

♦

Board :

AQA

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do



Discover the importance of
sketchbooks
and
mounted
sheets for researching and
developing ideas



Discover how to use materials
Term
effectively and safely
(Portfolio
Visit a museum or centre of work)



interest








Autumn



Develop a personal experimental
approach to using a range of 2
and 3 dimensional media



Collect critical and contextual Summer
material related to a theme
Term
(Externally
Produce work based on a set task)
personal response



♦

Spring /

Syllabus Number :




Preparation for visit to a
museum, exhibition or
centre
of
interest
involving drawing, colour
studies and digital images
Initial research to develop
and produce work in
students’ chosen area of
study
Explore and define ideas
Produce a final piece of
work
Research, design and
produce externally set
task
Presentation of portfolio
of work

8202

Student Comment :
“I’m amazed when I look back at my sketchbooks from the two years and see how much my drawing and painting has
improved”
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ASTRONOMY
♦ Description of Subject
Is this the right subject for me?
If you are fascinated by the night sky and our continuing exploration of the
Universe then this GCSE Astronomy course is the subject for you.
This course will allow you to:
• begin to understand the movements of the bodies in our Solar System in more
detail, explaining many of the cycles in the night and daytime sky.
• learn about how scientists, since ancient times, have used imagination,
measurement, and scientific methods to explore the Universe in which we live.
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?
All you need to know will have been covered within the Key Stage 3 science course. The GCSE requires confidence
in Maths.
What will I learn?
The material in this course is divided into sixteen topics:

YEAR 9

♦ What you will do







YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

Planet Earth
The Lunar Disc
Solar System Observation
Celestial Observation
Exploring the Moon
Solar astronomy








The Earth-Moon-Sun System
Time and the Earth-Moon-Sun
Cycles
Early Models of the Solar System
Planetary Motion and Gravity
Exploring the Solar System
Formation of planetary systems

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do





Exploring starlight
Stellar evolution
Our place in the Galaxy
Cosmology

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Unit 1: Naked Eye Astronomy
Examination 50% of marks
You will be assessed through a one hour 45 minute paper
in June containing the topics 1 to 8 listed above. The paper
has a variety of different question types such as multiple choice questions, short and extended - answer questions,
and graphical and data questions.
The paper is not tiered - it covers all grades from 1 to 9.

Unit 2: Telescopic Astronomy
Examination 50% of marks
You will be assessed through a one hour 45 minute paper in
June containing topics 9 to 16 listed above.
The paper has a variety of different question types such as
multiple - choice questions, short and extended - answer
questions, and graphical and data questions.
The paper is not tiered - it covers all grades from 1 to 9.

What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
By studying GCSE Astronomy you will be developing important scientific skills as well as extending the range of
areas where you use these skills. It is an excellent accompaniment to any GCSE Science course, as well as linking
closely with the astrophysical sections within the AS and A2 Physics courses. Along with the study of AS and A2
Mathematics, these can form the foundation for studying astronomy and astrophysics at university.
Next steps!
If you are interested in taking GCSE Astronomy you can start to find out more by:
• visiting the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/gcse2012). This will give you up - to - date information about
what you will be studying and how you’ll be assessed.
• talking to Mrs Bradstock who will be able to describe the course in detail.
• finding out what is happening in the world of astronomy by visiting websites such as the Royal Astronomical
Society (www.ras.org.uk) or the NASA website (www.nasa.gov).

♦ Board :

Edexcel

♦ Syllabus Number :
16

1AS0

BUSINESS
♦ Description of Subject
Business is a practical subject where business knowledge and understanding is
applied to a wide variety of situations.
As part of this course, you will use real life case studies to solve business
problems and take part in realistic business simulations. You will use ICT as a
business tool for the purposes that a business would use it, for example with
cash flow forecasts.
You will be expected to be aware of, and discuss, current business issues and the
benefits and drawbacks arising for UK and overseas firms from globalisation.
The course consists of a range of areas such as marketing, finance, production,
ownership and control, and the external environment, related to both large and
small businesses.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Students follow the GCSE 9-1 course in Business with the AQA exam board. The course code is 8132. The course
textbook is Business 2nd edition by Surridge ISBN 978-1-4718-9938-6.
The course is linear and the students will be assessed through two external exams in Year 11.
Influences of Operations and HRM on business activity and Influences of Marketing and Finance on business
activity are 90 marks each and both papers last 1 hour 45 minutes.

YEAR 9

♦ What you will do

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do



Businesses in the real world.
This is an introductory unit
designed to introduce the
subject



Business operations. This unit
covers
most
aspects
of
operations
including
stock
control and production



Influences on business. This
unit considers the external
environment



Human resources. This section
includes business structure and
recruitment and selection

♦ Board :

AQA

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do


Marketing. This section includes
understanding
customers,
the
marketing mix and market research



Finance. This unit includes sources of
finance, cash flow and using financial
data

♦ Syllabus Number :

Student Comments :
“I didn’t realise how much went into launching a new product”.
“It’s not just the theory that is interesting - it’s putting the theory into practice!”
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8132

COMPUTER SCIENCE
♦ Description of Subject
The course gives students a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology
works. Students will no doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other related
technology from their other subjects and elsewhere. However, this course will give
them an insight into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer
programming, which many students find absorbing.
The course provides excellent preparation for higher studies and employment in the
field of computer science. The increasing importance of information technologies
mean there will be a growing demand for professionals who are qualified in this area.
Students who’ve taken a GCSE in Computing and who then progress to study the
subject at A Level or university will have an advantage over their colleagues who are
picking up the subject at these levels.
The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer
programming, giving students a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to other
subjects and even applied in day-to-day life. In this respect the course provides excellent preparation for
students who want to study or work in areas that rely on these skills especially where they are applied to technical
problems. These areas include engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Paper 1 - Computer systems (1 hour and 30 minutes Written paper) 40% of overall grade
Paper 2 - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (1 hour and 30 minutes Written paper) 40% of
overall grade
Non-Exam Assessment (Controlled Assessment) - Programming project (20 hours) 20% of overall grade

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

Programming
 Learn to program effectively in
Python
 Flowcharts

Programming
 Learn to program complex
programs in Python
 Pseudocode

 Controlled Assessment
Programming task

Theory
 Hardware and software
 Binary and Hexadecimal
 Algorithms
 Robotics

Theory
 Systems architecture
 Networks
 Security
 Ethical issues

 Theory preparation for the
exam

♦ Board :

OCR

Syllabus Number :

18

J276

DRAMA
♦ Description of Subject
Success in this subject is dependent upon your commitment to the course and your ability to challenge yourself
whilst being a key team player. Drama is a practical subject but you need to
be aware that there is a written paper at the end of the course.
During the course you will learn how actors and designers use their skills to
bring a text from page to stage. You will apply this understanding to a text
and try out your ideas as an actor or designer.
You will also use this knowledge to devise a piece of theatre for an audience
and to help you analyse how live theatre is created. The school will arrange
class visits to the theatre (often the Lighthouse Theatre at Poole Arts Centre).

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
You will have two final practical assessments: Year 10 – Summer Term and Year 11 – Spring Term.
Absence during the preparation period may affect your overall achievement in the final assessment.
At the end of the course you will sit a written examination. To do well in this paper you will need regular practice
over the two years in expressing your ideas in the appropriate written style. Throughout the course you will also
be assessed on your written reflection through a portfolio and supporting statement.

YEAR 9

♦ What you will do


Autumn
Term

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

An introduction to Commedia
and mask work leading to a
group performance and
research project
An exploration of political
Autumn
theatre, exploring Brecht and
Term
Boal and characters such as
Antigone and Rosa Parks
from fiction and real life. The
rehearsal process and
research is assessed



 Study of set play for
written exam

 Introduction to
practical skills and
written approach
 A mini project to use
these skills*(scripted)
 Theatre visit

 Prepare final
Autumn
Term

written practice

 An introduction to physical

Spring
Term

theatre techniques using ‘The
Daydream’ as a stimulus.
Performance and written
reflection is assessed
 Students create a devised
project based on a story.
Performance and written
explanation is assessed at the
beginning of the summer term

Spring
Term

 Students create a scripted
Summer
Term

performance project and have
the opportunity to perform or
design for this piece. Individual
contribution and written
reflection is assessed

 Polish and present

 Second practical
project - devising*
 Trial of the written
paper
 Practical assessment
(1)

Spring
Term

 Start final practical
Summer
Term

project
 Scripted work
 Trial written paper
 Prepare assessment

OCR

♦ Syllabus Number :
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final scripted
assessment*
(externally
moderated)
 Revision of set play
 Theatre visit &
written practice

 Practice of timed
Summer
Term

answers

 Revision &
Examination

*Attendance throughout the rehearsal process is essential.

♦ Board :

assessment* (2)

 Theatre visit &

J316

ECONOMICS
♦ Description of Subject
Economics is a social science that studies how individuals and groups make
decisions with finite resources to best satisfy their wants, needs, and desires. Or, in
more simple terms, Economics is about making the right choices when you are faced
with limited resources.
This is a problem that every person, business, charity, government and country
faces every day of their existence. We all have unlimited wants and desires but only
limited resources which we need to use in the best possible way to maximise our
happiness.
During this course you will study:
 Microeconomics - how individual markets work
 Macroeconomics - how the whole economy works and Britain’s role in the European Union and the
impact of globalisation
It is important that you have an interest in current affairs and a desire to understand more about the economy
you live, study and work in.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Students follow the GCSE 9-1 course in Economics with the OCR exam board. The course code is J205. The course
textbook is Economics by Bancroft et al ISBN 978-1-4718-8834-2.
The course is linear and the students will be assessed through two external exams in Year 11.
Introduction to Economics and the National and International Economics papers are both worth 80 marks and
both papers are 1 hour 30 minutes long

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

 Introduction to Economics –  The role of markets and money –  International trade and the
topics include the
main
global economy – topics include
topics include demand and
economic groups and the basic
globalisation, exchange rates
supply, labour markets and
economic problem
and the balance of payments
financial markets
 Economic objectives and the role
of government – topics include
fiscal, monetary and supply-side
policies as well as the limitations
of markets

♦ Board :

OCR

♦ Syllabus Number :

J205

Student Comments :
“Economics has really opened my eyes to situations and decisions I may have to face in the future.” “I have really
enjoyed finding out how economy works and why people make the choices they do.” Also, why not go to this website and
see why other students have studied this subject – http://studyingeconomics.ac.uk/economics-students-views/
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FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION
♦

Description of Subject

Throughout the course students will have the opportunity to experiment and cook with a
wide range of ingredients and dishes enabling them to understand and apply the principles
of food science, the importance of nutrition and healthy eating as well as developing a wide
range of practical skills. A GCSE in Food will equip students for an array of careers in both
the food industry and beyond. The course also allows students to incorporate their studies
in many other subjects including the Sciences.

During the course you will:
 Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety
of food using different cooking techniques and equipment.
 Develop knowledge and understanding of the nutritional and functional properties as
well as the chemical characteristics of food.
 Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health.
 Understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food.
 Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional British
and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes.

♦

Examination and Assessment Details

Component 1: “Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition” 50% of qualification
Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
Component 2: “Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action”
Assessment 1 (8 hours)
15% of qualification
A scientific food investigation based on scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.
Assessment 2 (12 hours)
35% of qualification
Prepare, cook and present three dishes based on tasks set by the exam board.

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do



You will develop both
theoretical and practical
skills in a variety of areas



You will study the different
food commodities and
create innovative and
exciting dishes.



You will carry out practice
NEA experiments and
practical assessments.



There will be the
opportunity to attend some
master classes to focus on
high level practical skills and
presentation techniques.

♦ Board :

WJEC



You will develop and hone
your skills and knowledge.



You will continue to build on
your repertoire of practical
skills.



You will carry out mini NEA1
experiments to understand
the functions and
characteristics of different
ingredients.



You will complete a mock
NEA2 and produce high level
dishes and supporting
evidence in response to a
brief.

♦ QAN :

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do


NEA1 the food investigation
assessment. 8 hours approx.
to complete a written report
and experimental practical
task in response to a brief.



NEA2 the food preparation
assessment. 12 hours
approx. to complete a
written report, practical
developments and trialling
of recipes and a three hour
practical session to make
and present three high level
dishes in response to a brief.



Exam prep to recap and
consolidate knowledge
ready for the written exam.

601/8093/6

Student Comment :
“I particularly enjoyed learning about different foods
21and recipes, the sensory testing, and having the opportunity
to develop my own practical skills and ideas within the different topics.”

FRENCH
♦ Description of Subject
The aims of the French syllabus are to encourage students to understand and use French
effectively for practical communication, and also to develop the ability to use and
understand the language both imaginatively and creatively. The teaching of the subject
will naturally reflect those aims as well as promoting an understanding of the grammar,
and developing in each student an awareness of the nature of language and language
learning.
We will offer insights into the culture and civilisation of French-speaking countries and
communities, thus fostering a positive approach, not only to that which is new but also to
encourage students to understand who they are and where they come from. We also
hope to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation. The course books at GCSE are
Expo AQA Higher and Tricolore Total Examination Grammar in Action. These books cover a rich variety of up-todate topics and include interactive activities and video clips. They are often supplemented by authentic resources
including audio-visual material. You will also have the opportunity to enjoy a play from a French Theatre Company
each year.

♦ Examination and Course Details
The final examination is outlined as follows:

Paper 1: Listening
8698/LH

Paper 2: Speaking
8658/SF and SH

Paper 3: Reading
8658/RH

Paper 4: Writing
8658/WH

Examination - 25%
45 minutes

Examination - 25%
Role play and photo card
conversation

Examination - 25%
1 hour

Examination – 25%
1 hour 15 minutes

NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

Transition Term:
 At home and in town

Throughout the course you will be
required to understand and provide
information and opinions about the
Throughout the course you will be
following areas:
required to understand and provide
information and opinions about the  Local area
following areas:
 Town and country
 School and future plans
 Self, family and friends
 Work and education
 Free Time
Our ‘Languages Forum’ takes place in
There will be a ‘Translation Bee’
October – a chance to stay with French
competition at the end of first term.
students for a week and communicate
An immersion trip to Normandy together
takes place in June
Assessment:
Assessment:
 Mock examination in the Summer
Mock examination in the Summer
Term (Mixed skill)
Term (mixed skill)
There is also a mixed skill practice
examination at the end of every
theme.

♦ Board :

AQA

♦ Syllabus Number :

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do
Throughout the course you will be
required to understand and provide
information and opinions about the
following areas:





Holidays
Healthy living/lifestyle
The environment
Preparation for terminal
examinations

Assessment:
 Mock examination in January
(Mixed skill)
There is also a mixed skill practice
examination at the end of every
theme.

8658

Student Comment :
“Highly valued in Higher Education and employment. The subject is taught well and there are lots of speaking
22
opportunities”.

GEOGRAPHY
♦ Description of Subject
 Are you interested in the planet and its environments?
 Do you wonder about solutions to the world’s problems?
 Do you ever look at the landscape and wonder how it got like that?
Geography at GCSE offers the opportunity to explore the world, its landscapes,
peoples, places and environments. It investigates the world’s physical and human
problems and seeks solutions. The GCSE syllabus covers a balance of human and
physical topics (shown in the grid below).
As well as classroom study Geography also includes a practical element which allows
you to go out and experience the environments you are studying such as the beach
and dunes at Studland, rivers and city areas such as London.
Geography is a highly regarded subject and its students are recognised as being
adaptable and familiar with world issues, top universities favour it as a ‘door
opening’ subject and it is also included in the EBac subject list.
Geography helps us all be more informed and responsible global citizens, let’s face it, without it we would all
be lost!

♦ Examination and Controlled Assessment Details
There will be a Human, Physical and Skills paper.

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

Living World
The world’s different
environments such as tropical
rainforests and deserts.
Hurricanes and Extreme
Weather
Natural hazards – what causes
them and the damage they can
do.
Resources
Where food, water and energy
come from.

♦ Board :

AQA

Rivers
How do rivers work and how do
they create land forms.
Rich World Poor World
Why is there inequality and poverty
in the world and what can be done?
Economic issues in the UK.
Glaciers
What causes glaciers, how do they
move and what landscapes do they
form?

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do
Plate Tectonics
Earthquakes and volcanoes: What
causes them, what damage can
they do and what can be done to
help?
Cities
Shanty towns in poor cities and
how to help them.
Comparison with rich city
problems and improvements.

♦ Syllabus Number :

8035D

Student Comments :
“My favourite subject - I look forward to lessons and find the topics fascinating!”
“A subject I am truly enthusiastic about due to the diversity of topics which are relevant in the world today.”

23

GERMAN
♦ Description of Subject
Year 9 German students progress swiftly during the early weeks
of the course, building on the language learnt in the first year,
with a particular emphasis on being able to use verbs and a
range of tenses confidently.
In Years 10 and 11 you will revisit some of the topic areas
covered in the first 2 years, extending the amount of detail you
can give and understand. You will also develop the ability to use
and understand the language both imaginatively and creatively.
There continues to be a great emphasis on oral communication, with group work and pair work much in evidence.
For this reason we encourage girls to take part in the German Cultural Visit. The teaching of the subject will promote
an understanding of the grammar, and develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning.
You will gain insights into the culture of German-speaking countries. We also hope to provide enjoyment and
intellectual stimulation. The course book at GCSE is Echo. This book covers a rich variety of topics and tasks and
uses extensively authentic materials. We complement the text book materials with video clips, songs, fairy tales,
literature, magazines and film where appropriate. Students will have the opportunity to work with our Year 12
and 13 German Prefects to extend and improve their oral confidence.

♦ Examination Details
Paper 1: Listening
Examination - 25%
45 minutes

Paper 2: Speaking
Examination - 25%
Role-play, Photo card &
Conversation
10-12 minutes

Paper 3: Reading
Examination - 25%
Questions in English & German
Translation from German into
English 1 hour

Paper 4: Writing
Examination – 25%
2 Writing Tasks
Translation into German
1 hour 15 minutes

NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

Throughout the course you will be
required to understand and provide
information about the following
areas:

Throughout the course you will be
required to understand and provide
information and opinions about the
following areas:

Throughout the course you will be
required to understand and
provide information and opinions
about the following areas:

 Home and Local Area
 Shopping
 Leisure & Holiday Activities











Assessment:
 End of Year Mixed Skill Test
 End of Unit Writing or Speaking
Task

Assessment:
 Mock examination in the Summer Term
(Mixed skill)

Family/relationships
School and future plans
Work and education
Leisure/Media

Holidays
Healthy living/lifestyle
Environment
Preparation for terminal
examinations

Assessment:
 Mock examination in January
(Mixed skill)

There is also a mixed skill practice There is also a mixed skill practice
examination at the end of every
examination at the end of every unit.
unit.

♦ Board :

AQA

♦ Specification Code:

8668

Student Comment :
“I was amazed at how much I could say by the end of Year 10, and the ‘Sam’ videos were great fun, too!”
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GRAPHICS
♦ Description of Subject
A GCSE in Design and Technology with a specialism in Graphics will prepare
students for future studies in a variety of areas. Those wishing to pursue careers
in architecture, product or industrial design, engineering, advertising and graphic
design will find the course to be pivotal to the building of key foundation practical
and design skills. Students will also be immersed in the study of specialist technical
theory, computer aided design and computer aided manufacture.
All students across the GCSE Design and Technology subjects will be expected to
study the core technical and designing and making principles. The examination
will give students the opportunity to exhibit their knowledge of a broad range of
topics that all 21st century designers should have a greater awareness of. These
core technical principles are:








New and emerging technologies
Energy generation and storage
Developments in new materials

Systems approach to designing
Mechanical devices
Materials and their working properties

Design and Technology Graphics students will study the specialist technical principles based upon the theory of
‘Papers and Boards’. They will develop an in-depth knowledge in areas such as commercial production, forces and
stresses, how to select appropriate materials and components, the impact of our social and ecological footprint
and specialist techniques and processes. Studying within the ‘Papers and Boards’ section of the specification
should not restrict the student from wishing to incorporate other materials into their practical work. They are
actively encouraged to experiment with many different materials. This subject should also provide opportunities
for students to apply knowledge from other disciplines, including Mathematics, Science, Art and Design,
Computing, Business and the Humanities.

♦ Examination and Assessment details:
Component 1: Written examination: 2 hours – 100 marks – 50% qualification
Core technical principles; a mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions.
Specialist technical principles; several short answer questions and one extended response.
Designing and making principles; a mixture of short answer and extended responses.

Component 2: Design and Make Task Non-exam Assessment: 35 hours – 100 marks – 50% qualification
Students will produce a prototype product and a design folder of evidence.

25

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY GRAPHICS: YEARS 9, 10 & 11
♦ What you will do
Throughout Year 9 and Year 10 students will:
-

Acquire information and confidence that builds on their KS3 learning which will include knowledge and
understanding of different materials, tools, machines (including the laser cutter) and manufacturing
processes. They will be encouraged to take design risks, be innovative and enterprising in making a variety
of exciting products and explore solutions to problems. An introduction to smart materials always
prompts an array of imaginative ideas.

-

Develop knowledge, understanding and skills in
 Technical principles
 Designing and making principles

-

Work on a range of broad and contemporary challenges, which provide a basis from which students can
undertake a design, make and evaluate a project within a real world context. Students will have the
opportunity to make their own decisions and choose their own briefs once presented with a ‘problem’.
It will be their task to ‘solve’ the given problem in the most original, creative and appropriate way.

-

Although studying Graphics, students may acquire confidence in choosing and using materials in any
combination of:
 Papers and boards
 Woods
 Metals
 Plastics
 Fibres, fabrics and textiles



-

Smart and modern materials
Electronic systems, programmable components and mechanical devices

Investigate and analyse the work of past and present designers (such as Norman Foster or Philippe Starck)
and companies in the area of Design and Technology (such as Dyson or Apple).

Throughout the end of Year 10 and Year 11, students will work on their 35 hour design and make NEA task. The
exam board will issue a selection of briefs from which students will need to choose one to work on.
The final few weeks of Year 11 up until study leave will be focused revision and exam practise.
Students who have studied Graphics in the past have often said how it changes the way they tackle life challenges.
Problem solving takes on a more thoughtful approach, while attitudes and understanding of design issues such as
cultural and social implications or environment and sustainability matters, sets them up for their future as adults
in a technological and ever-changing world, despite what career or life path they end up following.

♦ Board :

AQA

♦ Syllabus Number :
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8552

HISTORY
♦ Description of Subject
History is a subject of today, not just the past. In order to understand the present and
comprehend the complexities of modern life, it is imperative to look back in order to
understand how the world has been shaped. History will also develop skills for a range of other
subjects and for the modern world, such as framing arguments and opinions, assessing the
value of sources of information, analytical skills and decision-making.
Lessons will be interesting and make you think! It will be nearly impossible to be a passenger
in the lessons as there will be discussions, debates, role-plays and source analysis for you to
get involved in. History is all about arguments so you will be shaping them in order to answer
controversial questions such as “Should the Atomic Bomb have been dropped?” “Was King
John a Pointless King?” and “Did the Communist Revolution in Russia create the changes that
were expected?”

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Due to national changes, History is now a linear course with all units being examination-based
at the end of Year 11.
YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do
An introduction to GCSE
(non-examined)
This year will have a focus on
developing historical skills for GCSE
and give a foundation of the periods
to be studied in Years 10 &11.
Content:
 How to be a Medieval King – with a
focus on William of Normandy and
the rule of King John
 Witchcraft in the Early Modern
Period
 Students to begin GCSE Russia
Course to continue into Year 10
Skills for History
 Utilising sources effectively
 Inference and cross-referencing
skills
 How to read for a purpose
 Developing an argument
 Creating well-structured essays

♦ Board :

Edexcel

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do:

♦ What you will do:

Begin to study content and skills for
Year 11 Summer Examinations.

Continue to study content and skills
for Year 11 Summer Examinations,
with time for revision.

Content:
Paper 3
Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917–41
 February and October
 Causes of the Revolutions and
outcomes
 Moves towards Civil War
 Methods of Lenin and Stalin
 Economic and Social Changes
30% of Qualification
Paper 1
Crime and punishment in Britain.
(1000–present) and Whitechapel,
(1870–c1900) crime, policing and the
inner city.
 Nature and changing definitions
of criminal activity
 The nature of law enforcement
and punishment
 The development of the police
force and the nature of Victorian
London influencing criminal
activity
30% of Qualification

♦ Syllabus Number :

Content:
Paper 2 (part a)
The reigns of King Richard I and King
John, 1189–1216
 The nature of kingship
 Motives for the Crusades
 King John and troubles with
Barons
 Magna Carta
20% of Qualification
Paper 2 (part b)
Superpower relations and the Cold
War, 1941–91
 The start of the Cold War
 Communism vs Capitalism
 Division of Berlin
 Cuban Missile Crisis
 End of the Cold War
20% of Qualification
Revision

1HIO

Student Comment :
“The different modules covered have been really interesting and fun to study and the teachers have been amazingly
helpful in assisting me to overcome any problems I have encountered.”
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ITALIAN
♦ Description of Subject
Italian is a particularly approachable modern foreign language and achievement in the past has
been very high in this subject. You do not have to be doing any other foreign language in order
to study Italian. The ideal student is enthusiastic and ready for a challenge. The aims of the Italian
syllabus are to encourage students to understand and use Italian effectively for practical
communication, and also to develop the ability to use and understand the language both
imaginatively and creatively. The teaching of the subject will naturally reflect those aims as well
as promoting an understanding of the grammar and developing in each student an awareness of
the nature of language and language learning.
We will offer insights into the culture and civilisation of Italy thus fostering a positive approach, not only to that
which is new, but also to encourage students to understand who they are and where they come from. We also
hope to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation. The course books at GCSE are Projetto Italiano Junior and
Amici. These books cover a rich variety of topics and tasks and use extensive authentic materials.

♦ Examination and Course Details
The final examination is outlined as follows:

Paper 1: Listening

Paper 2: Speaking

Paper 3: Reading

Paper 4: Writing

Examination - 25%
45 minutes

Examination - 25%
Role play and photo card
conversation

Examination - 25%
1 hour

Examination – 25%
1 hour 15 minutes

NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

 Major introduction to Italian
 Looking at Italians across the
world
 Free time
 Where you live
 Daily routine
 School and future projects

Throughout the course you will be
required to understand and provide
information and opinions about the
following areas:

Throughout the course you will be
required to understand and provide
information and opinions about the
following areas:

 Travel
 In the workplace
 Holidays and Tourism
 Shopping
 Italian Festivals
 Characters
 Environment
These topics will be accompanied by  Health and Fitness
 Social problems
step by step grammar.
Assessment:
 Future plans
 Mock examination in the Summer
Assessment
Term (Mixed skill)
Mock examination in the Summer
Assessment:
Term (mixed skill)
 Mock examination in January
(Mixed skill)
There is also a mixed skill practice
examination at the end of every
There is also a mixed skill practice
theme.
examination at the end of every
theme.

♦ Board :

AQA

♦ Syllabus Number :

Student Comment :
“A real challenge that is fast-paced and enjoyable.”
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8633

MUSIC
♦ Description of the Subject
The Edexcel GCSE Music course will appeal to all students who love
performing, listening to and composing music.
These three activities are studied within four Areas of Study which
cover a wide variety of music.
Performing ability to a minimum of grade 5 standard should be reached
by the end of the course.

♦ Examination and Coursework Details
Performing percentage – 30%
Composing percentage – 30%
Listening examination percentage – 40%

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

In Year 9 students will be taught to
compose in a range of musical
styles, take part in a range of
instrumental performances (both
solo and in groups), and will learn
about a range of different musical
genres. They will also learn theory
of music and be trained in the use
of ‘Finale’ music notation software.

♦ What you will do

Autumn
Term

 Free Composition
 Techniques of
melody writing
 Instrumental
Music
 Vocal Music

Autumn
Term

Spring
Term

 Vocal music
 Music for stage
and screen

Spring
Term

It is necessary for all students to be
receiving
lessons
on
an
instrument/voice and for them to
participate regularly in school Summer
Term
extra-curricular musical groups.

♦ Board :

YEAR 11

Edexcel

 Solo performance
 Revision of musical Summer
Term
types
 Year 10 exam

♦ Syllabus Number :

 Composition to a set
brief
 Fusions
 Record solo pieces

 Record ensemble
performance
 Music Mock exam

 Revision and listening
examination

tbc

Student Comment :
“Doing GCSE music has made me a better musician and enhanced my love of the subject. It’s also been
great fun!”
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
♦ Why choose Physical Education?
This practical and engaging course has been developed to allow
learners to study Physical Education in an academic setting, with
the opportunity to critically analyse and evaluate physical
performance and apply their experience of practical activities in
developing their knowledge and understanding of the subject.
The course is broad, coherent and practical and encourages
learners to be inspired, motivated and challenged by the subject
and enables them to make informed decisions about further learning and career pathways.
Keeps the subject real – It encourages students to immerse themselves in the world of sports and PE with the
chance to perform or coach a sport and delve into the how and why of physical activity and sport.
Skills for a modern world – Students have the opportunity to develop a practical set of key skills, including dealing
with pressure, split second decision-making, interpreting and analysing data, and more.
Accessible for more students – The written papers are designed in manageable bite size chunks. This specification
will create confident, independent thinkers and effective decision makers who can operate effectively as
individuals or as part of a team – all skills that will enable them to stand out and effectively promote themselves
as they progress through life.

♦ Examination and Assessment Details – (GCSE 9 – 1)
Students must complete all components:

Content Overview
Component 01



Physical factors affecting performance (01)

Applied anatomy and physiology
Physical training

Component 02




Socio-cultural influences
Sports psychology
Health, fitness and well-being

Component 03*



Assessment Overview
60 marks

30% of total GCSE

1 hour written paper
Socio-cultural issues and sports
psychology (02)
60 marks

30% of total GCSE

1 hour written paper
Performance in physical education (03)

Practical activity assessment
Evaluating and Analysing Performance
(EAP)

80 marks
Non-exam assessment

40% of total GCSE

* Component 03: Performance in physical education
Performance of three activities taken from approved lists:




One from the ‘individual’ list
One from the ‘team’ list
- One from either list

♦ Board :

OCR

♦ Syllabus Number :
30

J587

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
♦ Description of Subject
R.P. offers our young women the opportunity to reflect, understand and assess serious
moral and philosophical issues that they will encounter as part of their life’s journey:
medical ethics, euthanasia, environmental ethics, prejudice and discrimination,
arguments for theism and atheism, the problem of evil…. Significantly School is one of
the few places where they are able to consider such issues in an informed, thoughtful
and considerate environment.
Equally, the philosophical and ethical skills of R.P. equip our students to become logical
thinkers, adept in identifying valid but weak arguments, whilst also being educated with
an enriched understanding of Western European culture: from Socrates to Sartre, PostModernism and significantly a detailed and informed understanding of Islam. By
employing the use of glossaries, mind-mapping, The Moral Philosophers’ Periodic Table,
Cognitive Flow Charts and The Six Keys to Success lateral thinking techniques and academic rigour are evident
throughout.
A rare gift and opportunity in preparing our students to become fully human. For as Socrates and Aristotle believed,
“The unexamined life is not worth living” and “the mark of an educated mind is to consider an argument without
necessarily accepting it.”

♦ Examination Details
A three year linear course with three written examination papers:




Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World. 2 hour exam – 50%
Study of Christianity. 1 hour exam – 25%
Study of Islam - 1 hour exam – 25%

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do

♦ What you will do

Autumn Term
The Nature of God, Creation, Jesus
Christ, Salvation, The Afterlife, Human
Rights and Social Justice, Racial
Prejudice and Discrimination.

Autumn Term
Crime and Punishment /
Forgiveness / Good, Evil and
Suffering / Belief about Death and
the After Life
Spring Term
Spring Term
The Five Pillars of Sunni Islam:
The World: environmental sustainability
practices in Britain and elsewhere
– evolution / quality of life / sanctity of
/ Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a
life / abortion / euthanasia / The Origin
Islam: practices in Britain and
and Value of Human Life.
elsewhere / Jihad / Festivals and
commemorations: practices in
Summer Term
Britain and elsewhere
The Nature of Allah, Prophet hood
Summer Term
(Risalah), Angels (Malaikah), Akhirah
Issues of Wealth and Poverty, /
(Afterlife), Foundations of faith.
Soul / Afterlife / The Word Wide
Church

♦ Board :

Eduqas

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do
Autumn Term
Relationships (Marriage, Divorce,
Annulment) / Sexual Relationship /
Issues of Equality: Gender Prejudice and
Discrimination
Spring Term
Forms of worship, Sacraments,
Pilgrimage and Celebrations, The
Church in the local community, The
worldwide Church
Summer Term
Revision and Past Questions

♦ Syllabus Specification:

Route A

Student Comment :
“I think completely differently now than when I started the GCSE course. R.P. also improved my other GCSE results
by helping me structure my arguments and develop my analytical skills. The course is not so much “thoughts to
repeat”, rather “how to think.” The teachers take a genuine interest and truly involve themselves in student learning.”
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SPANISH
♦ Description of Subject
Spanish is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world and is becoming increasingly important
for both business and leisure use. The course is fun and exciting and builds on the foundations of the
language learnt in Year 8. Although you have not covered a lot of ground yet in Spanish, you will be very
surprised at just how much you will be able to learn in the three year GCSE course.
In order to be really successful at GCSE Spanish you have to be willing to have a go at communicating in
Spanish using the new language you will meet during the lessons. Knowledge and understanding of
foreign languages is an increasingly important skill in today’s global society and will be useful to you in the future
whether in your career or just for holidays! The course will cover a broad range of topic areas and all four language
skills - listening, reading, writing and speaking will be developed.
We will cover the following topics and will revisit topic areas during the course to revise and extend the language
that you can use.
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Me, my family and friends
 Relationships with family and
friends
 Marriage/partnership
Technology in everyday life
 Social media
 Mobile technology
Free-time activities
 Music
 Cinema and TV
 Food and eating out
 Sport
Customs and festivals in Spanishspeaking countries/communities

♦

Theme 2: Local, national,
international and global areas of
interest
Home, town, neighbourhood and
region
Social issues
 Charity/voluntary work
 Healthy/unhealthy living
Global issues
 The environment
 Poverty/homelessness
Travel and tourism

Theme 3: Current and future study
and employment





My studies
Life at school/college
Education post-16
Career choices and ambitions

Examination and Course Details - The final exams are as follows:
Paper 1: Listening
25% of the GCSE
45 minutes
Understanding and
responding to different types
of spoken language

Paper 2: Speaking
25% of the GCSE
12 minutes
Communicating and interacting
effectively in spoken Spanish for a
variety of purposes

Paper 3: Reading
25% of the GCSE
1 hour
Understanding and
responding to different types
of written language

Paper 4: Writing
25% of the GCSE
1 hour 15 minutes
Communicating effectively in
writing for a variety of
purposes

NB: All papers to be taken at the end of Year 11

YEAR 9

YEAR 10

♦ What you will do
Autumn
Term
Spring
Term
Summer
Term

♦ What you will do

 Sports & Hobbies
 Food & Drink
 School & School Life
 Telling the time
 Giving your opinion
 Holidays
 Weather
 How to talk about the

Autumn
Term
Spring
Term

 Holidays & Free time

Summer
Term

 Home & Local Area

 School & Daily Life
 Relationships

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do
Autumn
Term
Spring
Term
Summer
Term

 Home & the Environment
 Social and Global Issues
 Current & Future Jobs
 Work Experience
 Healthy Living
 Revision & Examinations

past and the future

Assessment
Mock examination in the Summer
Term (mixed skill)

♦ Board :

AQA

Assessment:
Mock examination in the Summer
Term (Mixed skill)
There is also a mixed skill practice
examination at the end of every theme.

Assessment:
Mock examination in January (Mixed
skill)
There is also a mixed skill practice
examination at the end of every theme.

♦ Syllabus Number :

Student Comment : “¡lo pasé bomba!” (I had a great time!)
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TEXTILES
♦ Description of Subject
Textiles is an exciting course that explores aspects of the fashion and
textiles industry. It is designed for creative students who enjoy making
unique pieces of textile work, and who want to take an experimental
approach to design. Students especially enjoy completing the portfolios,
and creating garments showcased in the end of year photo shoot.

The main content areas are:






Product analysis
Experiment with different decorative and making
processes to support designing and making
Materials and components- to aid selection of materials
fit for purpose
Tools and equipment- using them through a range of different making activities
The use of ICT/computer aided design to support design and manufacture in both the classroom
and wider textiles industry.

Students undertake 4 different projects during Years 9-10. In Year 11, students are required to produce a
Controlled Assessment task which consists of a folder showing their design process, as well as a high quality textiles
product. Students are given a choice of design briefs.

♦

Examination and Course Details

The final examination is 2 hours
Controlled Assessment percentage – 50%
Final Examination percentage 50%

YEAR 9 AND YEAR 10

YEAR 11

♦ What you will do






♦ What you will do

Explore and practice a wide range of construction and
decorative processes
Design and make a number of different textiles products
Study industrial production processes and commercial
practice
Learn about different fibres and fabrics
Take part in the department fashion showcase

♦ Board :

AQA

Autumn to Spring Term:
 Controlled Assessment Project set by
the exam board
Summer Term:
 Revision and summer exam

♦ Syllabus Number :
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CHOICES FORM
YEAR 8 CHOICES
For Curriculum Commencing September 2018
Please return this form (or a copy) to your form tutor by Wednesday 21 February 2018

Name: …………………..……….

Form: ………….

PLEASE ENTER YOUR CHOICES IN PREFERENCE ORDER
Compulsory Subjects

English Language & English Literature

Compulsory Subject

Mathematics

Compulsory Subjects

Biology, Chemistry & Physics

Choice No. 1
Choice No. 2
Choice No. 3
Choice No. 4
Reserve Choice
PLEASE NOTE:
1. If too many students opt for a subject for which we have limited numbers, then
priority will be given to preference order.
2. If a subject is undersubscribed we reserve the right to withdraw it from the
options system.
3. You are reminded that students cannot choose Business Studies AND Economics
or Graphics AND Textiles.
4. Where subject combinations prove impossible, we will meet with the students
before allocating the reserve choice, to find a solution. We will contact you if the
reserve choice is used.

Signed:

………………………….………………. Student
………………………….……………….
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