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20 March 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
CORONAVIRUS – Public Examinations and Grades 
 
You may have seen that this afternoon that the government has made an announcement on examination grades. 
 
The details can be found here : https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-
announced.  This is a lengthy document, but I feel it is important that you see the full press release from the 
Department of Education.   
 
We will now wait for clarification from Ofqual about the details we will need to provide in relation to assessing 
our students.  I am sorry but I will not be able to give you more information of how this will be done until Ofqual 
produces these for us. When we are aware of these details we can begin the process of producing grades and 
looking at options, as made clear in the release from the Government. 
 
For your information, please see below the response from ASCL (Association of School and College Leaders) – my 
own professional school leaders’ association – which I totally agree with and which I hope will reassure you: 
 

“We feel desperately sorry for students who have been building for exams and no longer have the 
opportunity to take them. The teacher assessment system outlined today leaves many questions 
unanswered and will clearly require more detail. 
“But we are where we are, and we are confident that Ofqual, the exam boards, schools, and colleges will 
do everything possible to ensure grades are awarded fairly and consistently in these difficult 
circumstances.  
“Teachers are experts in their subjects, they know these qualifications inside out, they know their students, 
and they have the professional skills to assess them accurately. We do not subscribe to the notion that 
exams are the only credible way of assessing qualifications, and this is an opportunity to at least point the 
way to a less brutal system. 
“We will now work with Ofqual on the detail of these plans, providing the perspective of our members in 
making sure this approach is as good as it can be. We are pleased that there will be an opportunity for 
students who are unhappy with their grades to sit exams at a later date as this provides an extra level of 
assurance for these young people.” 

Please can I ask for your continued patience and wait for us to contact you when we are in a position of clarity.                 
I can assure you that we will do everything we can to make sure our students are not disadvantaged by this 
process. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Hallsworth 
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