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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
CORONAVIRUS – Update 
 
We now have had one day since schools have been closed to most students.  Currently we are in a 
position to remain open to students of parents/carers who are key workers and our vulnerable 
students.  Please can I remind parents that in order to protect everyone involved, attending school 
should be the very last resort for students.   
 
If we get to a stage where we are unable to operate with our skeleton staff, we may have to prioritise 
students or even close completely.   
 
As the Education Minister said on Sunday, “schools will not be providing an education that parents and 
pupils will be used to.”  We are endeavouring to provide all students with work but as some of you will 
have experienced this morning, there was a national “down” of the ItsLearning platform due to 
demand.  The BBC have also started showing educational programmes during the day and students 
can make use of these too. 
 
Support staffing is also reduced to a skeleton staff and to help could I kindly ask you to keep emails 
and phone calls to an essential need only.  This will help greatly and support us in continuing to remain 
open.  Thank you for your assistance with this. 
 
The school site will be open between 7.30am and 4.30pm due to a reduction in the Premises Staff 
available.  If your child is attending school then they must be picked up by 4.30pm for the premises to 
be locked.  Again, I thank you for your co-operation with this. 
 
Children of key workers that are attending school should come into school and go to the Main Hall.  
From tomorrow students should follow their normal timetable in the room they are being supervised 
in using the work they have been set.  They will need to bring with them any resources from home that 
they will need.  We will try to give them some time out of these rooms if staffing allows.  The canteen 
is open but at a much reduced service.  Currently we are expecting students to wear school uniform 
but we will review this during the week.  All normal school rules apply. 
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This morning the bus companies monitored the passenger numbers on the buses that had been 
assigned to Parkstone and Poole Grammar Schools.  They have since advised that due to the incredibly 
low number of students using the service, they have no choice but to withdraw the 4 routes that were 
on offer.  Therefore, parents will now have to make their own personal arrangements to get their child 
to and from school each day. 
 
For students in Years 11 and 13, we realise that with the cancellation of exams announced on Friday, 
this is a worrying time.  We still only have the limited details available to us.  As soon as we have more 
we will be able to issue guidelines to students.  We realise that this is of little comfort at the moment 
but we do not wish to say something that later turns out to be inaccurate and make an already stressful 
situation even worse.  We thank you for your patience with this.  I will do everything in my power to 
ensure our students are not disadvantaged in any way.  We know that this national picture will have 
understandably disheartened some, but we would advise them to carry on doing the work set so that 
students are in the best possible position when details are given on how grades will be assessed. 
 
Finally, can I thank all of those parents who have sent in messages of support.  They certainly go a long 
way to lifting the spirits at this time of challenge for our school community and beyond. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Hallsworth 
 


