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COURAGE, COMMITMENT
A N D C O M PA S S I O N
Our values sit at the heart of our Parkstone family. They
guide our students as they grow, thrive and develop into
courageous, committed and compassionate young women.
Girls join us from a very wide range of schools and quickly make new
friends and find their niche in our warm and welcoming environment.
During their seven years at Parkstone girls will be challenged to achieve at
the highest academic levels; they will be challenged to be the best person
they can be; and they will be challenged to live life to the full!
High academic standards are the norm at Parkstone and all young people
leave us with exceptional qualifications. But this is only part of our work.
Girls at Parkstone are creators – through art, technology and the theatre
girls experiment, take risks and dare the unimaginable. Girls at Parkstone
are leaders – through membership of School Houses, sport teams and a
range of societies, girls develop the skills to be our leaders of the future.
Finally, girls at Parkstone are role models – through their kindness,
collaboration and determination.
Parkstone is a remarkable school. This prospectus can give you but a small
window into the opportunities we offer. I welcome you to what could be a
memorable journey together.

DAVID
HALLSWORTH
Headteacher

“ Girls are rightly proud 					
of their school which 					
provides a broad and 		
balanced curriculum
promoting independence,
intellectual curiosity
and a love of learning.”
DAVID HALLSWORTH, HEADTEACHER
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A SP IR AT ION
AND AMBITION
At Parkstone students follow a creative and rigorous
curriculum, exploring the knowledge and skills to
become informed and impassioned young women.
Academic results at GCSE and A Level are amongst the very
best in the country but this excellence is only a part of the
story at Parkstone. We take a journey of exploration through
Aristotle, Shelley and Tudor England to develop hungry and
enlightened learners.
Our learning spaces enable innovative and exciting teaching, with
our custom built Sports Hall, Drama and Music spaces, as well
as our first class art and technology facilities. At Parkstone we
pride ourselves on creating the very best learning experiences in
inspirational learning spaces.

NATIONALLY TOP
PERFORMING SCHOOL
for Progress at GCSE
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“ Pupils are confident and
articulate learners. They
take great pride in their
work and are determined
to succeed.”
OFSTED REPORT
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FA M I LY VA L U E S
We are a family at Parkstone where students build
friendships that last a lifetime. From nurturing tutor
groups in Year 7, students grow to develop networks
of friends through our House System, through clubs
and societies as well as the many leadership and
charitable opportunities that are on offer.
As with all families, the journey is not always smooth and at
Parkstone we have a very experienced and compassionate team
to offer specialist support if needed. An important part of this
support is the strong relationship we develop with home so we
work together to help all girls thrive.

“ Parkstone has encouraged and
inspired me to love learning. There
is a great community and I am always
supported – just like a family.”
YEAR 7 PUPIL

All students meet their Form Tutor every
morning. Form Tutors get to know their
tutees and become a source of support
and knowledge for the students.
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MUCH MORE THAN
A N E DUC AT ION
Parkstone is no ordinary school and exceptional
academic results are but a part of the experience here.
All girls are encouraged to throw themselves into the myriad of
opportunities in sport, music, theatre, trips, leadership, debating
and so much more.
Ex-Parkstone students always say “you get out what you put in”
and this is so true. Girls don’t just survive at Parkstone – they
thrive as leaders, scientists, artists and philosophers of the future.

There are a very wide range of
opportunities at Parkstone and we
encourage all new students to be involved
in as many activities as they can.

“ We feel very lucky
that our daughter
has been educated
at the school and the
sixth form which she
absolutely loves.”
PARENT
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E DUC AT ING GIR L S
Parkstone bucks the trend for women in
science and technology. Many Parkstone
students leave us for successful careers in
mathematics, engineering, science related
fields and design.
There are no glass ceilings to ambition at Parkstone
and no limits to what is possible for our young
women. Our single-sex environment fuels ambition,
confidence and creativity.

Students attend wellbeing sessions
to develop their self-awareness and
confidence required for adult life,
further learning and work.
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“ Teachers are knowledgeable
and enthusiastic. They
inspire and sustain a love
of learning in their pupils.”
OFSTED REPORT
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BE YOND PA RK S T ONE
Almost all students continue their post 16
education at Parkstone where they pursue an
academic curriculum combined with a bespoke
and creative package of skill enhancement and
further qualifications.
At 18, students leave Parkstone with heavy hearts – sad to leave
the school that has meant so much to them. They also leave
with confidence, optimism and compassion. They continue their
education at university, in higher level apprenticeships and
employment for which they receive expert guidance.

“ Pupils make remarkable
progress by the time they
take their GCSEs in Year 11.”
OFSTED REPORT

100%
of our students move
on to higher education,
including the best universities,
apprenticeships and employment
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“ I see your efforts every day in my daughter.
A week does not go by where we are not
grateful for the support, leadership and
expectations Parkstone gives her. ”
PA R E N T

Parkstone Grammar School
Sopers Lane, Poole, Dorset BH17 7EP
T 01202 605605
E enquiries@parkstone.poole.sch.uk
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W H AT IS SP ECI A L A B OU T PA R K S T ONE
GRAMMAR SCHOOL?
Parkstone is a very special place where girls thrive and where we place our
students at the centre of everything we do. As a selective girls’ school we
offer a unique ethos and environment, instilling our values of compassion,
commitment and courage.

We are very proud that in October 2017 Ofsted
inspected Parkstone Grammar School and judged
it to be Outstanding in all areas.
The Ofsted Report highlighted the very strong
leadership at all levels that enables students to
make ‘remarkable progress’ at GCSE and A Level.
The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal
development and welfare is outstanding and was
highly praised for its innovation. The report comments
that ‘school leaders take no major decision without
giving deep consideration to the impact that it might
have on pupils’ wellbeing, which is always at the
forefront of their minds.’

Students were observed to ‘have all the attitudes
and habits of highly effective learners. They take
a justified pride in their work and are determined
to succeed. They show resilience when faced with
challenging work. They do not give up easily and are
keen to work things out for themselves.’
There are very few selective girls’ schools in
the country and Parkstone is one of the best.
Your daughter will be joining a school that really
understands the needs of able girls and through a
supportive environment enables them to flourish.
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HOW DO I GET A PLACE
AT PA R K S T ONE ?

W H AT IS I T L IK E T O M O V E
TO SECONDARY SCHOOL?

Each year we hold an Open Evening in July when we welcome
parents and prospective students to the school. This is an ideal
time to see the school – we will have demonstrations, displays and
tours arranged specifically to show what life at Parkstone is like.
The Open Evening also gives parents an opportunity to talk through
the Admissions process. Tours of the school are also available
during the normal working day of the school. Parents should
contact the school to make an appointment.

Students who are unable to take the tests on Testing Day, due to illness or other
reason, will be offered the opportunity to take the tests on the catch up test date
which is normally a week later. The reason must be discussed with the school at the
earliest opportunity.

Full details of how to apply for a place at Parkstone are detailed in our
Admissions Policy which is on our school website (www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/
information/admissions). Some of the points in this policy are:

Please note that a student may only take the tests once in the academic year.

Students who wish to join Year 7 will need to sit the school’s entrance examinations.
Parkstone Grammar School is part of a group of schools (the Consortium) that works
together for admissions and all of these four schools offer the same selection
tests. The four schools are Bournemouth School for Girls, Poole Grammar School,
Bournemouth School and Parkstone Grammar School.
Parents must initially register their daughter for testing at one of the schools.
This is done by completing the registration form which can be completed online
via the school’s website at (www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/admission-entry) or by
downloading a hard copy and then passing the completed document to the school.
After the deadline date, students will be invited to attend the annual Testing Day
which is held on a Saturday morning in September. On Testing Day all students will
take GL Assessment Verbal Reasoning, Maths and English tests. The tests have
multiple-choice answers.

Results of the tests will be sent to parents and will indicate whether the student
has met the required standard; it is important to understand that meeting the
required standard does not mean that a student will be offered a place as the
schools in the Consortium are usually oversubscribed.

With the results of the test, parents can then use this information to complete
their Common Application Form for a school place through their Local Authority
by 31 October.
After applications from parents have been received and test results collated,
Parkstone’s Governors’ Admissions Panel will consider which students can be offered
places by applying the oversubscription criteria as detailed in the Admissions Policy.
This information will then be passed to the Local Authority who will then allocate
places in accordance with the ranking order indicated by parents on their Common
Application Form.

Please ensure you view the school’s Admissions
Policy to read the full criteria and important
information for applying for a place at Parkstone.

Starting secondary school is a big occasion in a child’s life. It can
be an exciting, but daunting time for both parents and students.
Students will naturally be nervous about this big change. There will be a lot of new
people to meet – both students and staff. New students will have to get used to a
new routine, a new school site, new teachers and they will go from being the oldest
in the school to being the youngest. All of this takes time to adjust to and learn.
We are well aware of both the excitement and nervousness a new school can bring
to a student, and offer lots of ways to support, advise and encourage.
• Staff make visits to primary, junior and middle schools before September to meet
students and understand their individual needs moving to secondary school.
• We hold a transition day for new Year 7 students before they start at the
school, giving them a chance to spend quality time at the school and provide
an opportunity to meet their new classmates.
• We hold a transition evening for new parents to welcome them to Parkstone and
enable them to share any additional information about their daughter to support
her transition.
• Our new year groups start their first term a day earlier than the rest of the school,
allowing them to discover their new school site before other students return.
• We feed ‘getting to know you’ strategies into lessons to allow students to forge
new friendships.
• All students have a tutor period with their Form Tutor when they come to school
every morning. Form Tutors get to know their tutees and become a source of
support and knowledge for the students.
• We hold a parent-tutor consultation afternoon early in the autumn term to review
how students have settled into their new school.
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W H AT S UP P OR T C A N
I RECEIVE?

W H AT L E S S ONS W IL L
I H AV E ?

There are a number of people that students can go to for support
or advice. All of these support systems are developed to ensure
that students remain confident and assured in their new school.

At Parkstone we aim to provide an inspiring broad and balanced
curriculum that well prepares our able students for the next
steps in their lives. Our curriculum is underpinned by our high
expectations of academic success as well as our values of courage,
commitment and compassion.

• The Form Tutor will register students in the morning and will overview both their
academic and pastoral development throughout the year. This is the first person
that a student should see if she has any difficulties.
• The Head of Year will act as a support for Form Tutors. They will be available
to offer students help if needed and will monitor students’ progress.

W H AT W IL L I L E A R N ?

We operate a two week timetable entitled Week ‘A’ and ‘B’. The table below shows
the distribution of lessons across the fortnight for Year 7.

The subjects students study in Year 7 are outlined below. Students
are taught in tutor groups for all subjects except Technology where
the group size is smaller.

ART
• Design project
• Tonal observational drawing
• Colour

• The Assistant Head of Year is also available to offer students help and support.

English

5

Music

3

COMPUTING

• The School Counsellor is available to students who, for whatever reason, are
experiencing difficulties. Students can refer themselves to see the Counsellor
or go through a member of staff.

Maths

5

French

5

• The power of social media and digital footprints

Science

6

Languages Bridge

1

• Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge

Art

2

PE

4

Drama

2

RP

3

• SCRATCH computer programming

Geography

3

Technology

4

History

3

Wellbeing

1

Computing

2

Time to Talk

1

• The SEND Co-ordinator will assist with any learning difficulties that may
be experienced by students. Students who have or experience any special
educational needs and disabilities will be supported in their transition from their
primary school and supported to do their very best at Parkstone.
• The Pastoral Co-ordinator is responsible for the pastoral welfare of students
in Years 7 and 8. She is available to meet with students during the day should
they have any concerns.

At Parkstone we believe that students should be aware that good health and
wellbeing is central to effective learning and preparation for a successful
independent life. To support this students’ timetables include:
• Time to Talk sessions where students work either one-to-one with their tutor
or in small groups where the focus is coaching, resilience and emotional support.
• Wellbeing sessions where students take part in class and small group
discussions to develop their self-awareness and confidence required for
adult life, further learning and work.

• Small BASIC computer programming
• Microbit computer programming

DRAMA
• Storytelling
• Mime
• The story of Jo
• Text
• Character
• End of year performance project
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ENGLISH

HISTORY

• Poetry module

• Norman invasion

• Modern novel

• Break with Rome and Reformation

• A Midsummer Night’s Dream

• English Civil War

• Language investigation

• British Empire

• Media project

M AT HE M AT IC S

FRENCH

• Number and powers

• Introductory unit: basic vocabulary and French pronunciation

• Angles

• C’est moi! (Introducing yourself, your likes and dislikes)

• Algebraic manipulation

• Mon collège (Talking about your school)

• Solving equations, percentages, fractions and decimals

• Preparation for end-of-term ‘Spelling Bee’

• Area and volume

• Mes passé-temps (Talking about your free time activities)

• Ratio

• Là où j’habite (Talking about your town)
• Partez! (Talking about holidays)

MUSIC

GEOGRAPHY

• Ensemble skills

• My place

• Baroque music

• Earth Structure and volcanoes

• Samba

• Geography of food

• Classical music

• Coastal environment and fieldwork

• Musical theatre

• Environmental issues

• Find your voice
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P H Y SIC A L E DUC AT ION

TECHNOLOGY

• Netball

Food:

Graphics:

• Volleyball

• Food safety
and hygiene

• Existing and inspirational designers
and movements

• Enzymic browning

• Design brief and specifications

• Knife skills

• Concept ideas

• Rubbing in method

• Development and modelling

• Adapting a recipe

• Evaluation and testing

• Healthy eating

• Cutting, shaping and forming
of plastics

• Gymnastics
• Football/Rugby
• Badminton
• Dance
• Athletics
• Tennis

• Marinating

• Rounders

RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY
• How to live a good life
• Hinduism

WELLBEING

SCIENCE
Biology:

Physics:

• Cells

• Energy

• Reproduction

• Space

• Healthy lifestyle

• Forces and motion

• Separation techniques
• Earth and atmosphere

• Impact of fashion industry
on environment

• Plain seam and single turned hem

• Judaism

• Particle theory

• Finishes

• Health and Safety: How to operate
a sewing machine and overlocker

• Introduction to Philosophy

Chemistry:

Textiles:

• Belong – friendship and peer pressure
• Belonging to a wider society – cyber safety, discrimination and Britishness
• Taking care of me – smoking, alcohol and sugar
• Positive self-image – changing our view of beauty

W H AT UNIF OR M
WILL I WEAR?
At Parkstone we are very proud of our smart uniform
and we work hard to maintain high standards of dress.
Our uniform reflects our attitude to our school and
our work.
Full details of the uniform will be given to parents and students
before they join the school. The uniform must be bought from our
school outfitters.
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W H O W IL L B E I M P O R TA N T T O M E ?

W H AT G C SE S C A N I D O ?

You will meet lots of new adults at Parkstone who will all help and support you.
These adults lead the school and work closely with Year 7 students:

In Year 8 you will choose 4 GCSE subjects in addition
to the core curriculum of English Literature and
Language, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics
as well as core Religion and Philosophy, Physical
Education and Wellbeing.

HEADTEACHER
Mr David Hallsworth, Headteacher.
His teaching subject is Geography.

DEPUT Y HEADTEACHER
Miss Danni Willis,
Deputy Headteacher.
Her teaching subject is Politics.

GCSES

A S SIS TA N T HE A D T E A C HE R S
Mr Jez Graves,
his teaching subject
is Drama.

HE AD OF Y E AR 7 202 1–22
Mrs Rachel Fooks is Head of
Year 7. She is also responsible for
the pastoral and academic wellbeing
of students in Year 7. Mrs Fooks
teaches Maths.

Mr John Scopes,
his teaching subjects
are Business Studies
and Economics.

Mrs Stephanie Izard,
her teaching subject
is Science.

A S SIS TA N T HE A D OF Y E A R
Mrs Sarah Huggins is Assistant Head
for Years 7 and 8. She teaches Maths.
She will also be assisting with the
pastoral and academic wellbeing of
students in Years 7 and 8.

PA S T OR A L C O - OR DIN AT OR –
YEARS 7 AND 8
Mrs Andrea Carter is responsible for
the pastoral welfare of students in
Years 7 and 8. She is available to meet
with students during the day should
they have any concerns.

• Art

• Geography

• Astronomy

• German

• Biology

• Graphics

• Business

• History

• Chemistry

• Mathematics

• Computing

• Music

• Drama

• Physical Education

• Economics

• Physics

• English Language

• Religion and Philosophy

• English Literature

• Spanish

• Food Preparation and Nutrition

• Textiles

• French
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W H AT A L E V E L S C A N I D O ?

HOW WILL I GE T TO SCHOOL?

In the Sixth Form you will choose 3 A Level subjects in addition to Enrichment,
Work Experience and a choice of smaller qualifications.

Your journey to secondary school is likely to be longer and you will start to
travel more by yourself. There are a range of options to travel to Parkstone:

A LEVELS

WA L K ING

BUSES

Naturally there is a campaign to get more students to walk to school. This is
good for their health and reduces the effects of pollution on the environment.

The majority of students arrive at school by bus. There are three types:

We encourage students to walk home with a friend or in small groups. This is
particularly important after dark. We recommend they keep to well-lit roads
and not take any shortcuts through narrow alleyways.

Enquiries should be directed to schoolmeals.transport@bcpcouncil.gov.uk.
Bus timetables are available from Reception, but are subject to change.

• Ancient History
(at Poole Grammar School)

• German (shared with
Poole Grammar School)

• Art and Design (Fine Art)

• History

• Art and Design (Graphics –
at Poole Grammar School)

• Mathematics

• Biology
• Business
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Economics
• English Language
• English Literature
• French (shared with
Poole Grammar School)
• Further Mathematics
• Geography
• Geology (at Poole Grammar School)

• Media Studies
• Music
• Philosophy of Religion and Ethics
• Physical Education
• Physics
• Politics
• Product Design: Fashion and Textiles
• Psychology
• Sociology
• Spanish (shared with
Poole Grammar School)
• Theatre Studies

CYCLING
There is provision for the storage of bicycles at the school. We do recommend
that all bicycles are locked.
For safety reasons we insist that cyclists should wear a cycle helmet and
recommend they wear a safety reflective strip. They need suitable lighting
for dark mornings and evenings.
Poole has an extensive number of cycle routes – one of which is adjacent to Holes
Bay Road. Students can go from this cycle route along Cabot Lane and cut through
to Sopers Lane using the bicycle/walking track next to Siemens.

1) Poole School Buses

2) Private School Buses
These buses are organised by parents for students living outside Poole.
The destinations are as follows:
• LINK RIDER – Bus No: 29
Will collect from: Swanage, Worth Matravers, Corfe Castle,
Wareham, Lytchett Matravers
• SEA VIEW COACHES (Wimborne area)
• POOLE & PARKSTONE GRAMMAR SCHOOLS BUS SERVICE – Bus No: 40
Will collect from: Ringwood, Verwood, West Moors, Ferndown, Canford Bottom
3) Public Buses
Service buses travel from Wimborne and other destinations to and from Poole.
These pass along Waterloo Road which is the main road near the school grounds.
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W H AT CL UB S C A N I JOIN ?
There are a very wide range of opportunities at Parkstone and we encourage all new
students be become involved in as many activities as they can. This helps to make friends,
develop new interests and provide that much needed balance to academic life.
Students are introduced to these at a Clubs and Societies Forum held in September. Listed below are some
examples of the types of clubs and societies that have run in recent years.

• Amnesty

• Dodgeball

• Netball

• Art Club

• Drama Club

• Orchestra

• Athletics

• Duke of Edinburgh

• Percussion Ensemble

• Badminton Club

• Film Club

• Rounders

• Bella Voce (Singing)

• Fitness Room

• Tag Rugby

• Book Club

• Football

• Technology Workshop

• Brass Ensemble

• GECO (Gardening
and ECO Club)

• Tennis

• Cheerleading
• Christian Union
• Computer Code Club
• Concert Band

• Guitar Club
• Gym Club
• Hand Chimes

• Creative Writing

• Jambo Jipya
(Fundraising Charity)

• Cricket Club

• Junior Band

• Dance

• Junior Strings

• Tutti Flutti (Flutes)
• Volleyball
• Young Enterprise
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W H AT HO ME W OR K C A N
I EXPECT ?

W H AT F O OD A ND DR INK S
A R E AVA I L A B L E ?

The aim of homework at Parkstone is to support or extend
students’ learning and progress, with opportunities for topic
enrichment and developing a love of learning.

Our catering arrangements are run by a school catering company
called Innovate and includes:

All homework set will have a clear purpose which will be
communicated to students.

• Barcoding to reduce queue times.

Types of homework that will be set are:
• Topic enrichment
• Revision task
• Flipped learning

• Cashless catering using a biometric system – fully compatible with ParentPay.
• A wide range of cold food and a hot ‘grab and go’ offer.
• A wider marketing offer including ‘meal deals’.
Innovate’s aim, along with the school, is to provide students with an exceptional
catering experience. They are very clear about food – delicious, fresh every day,
nutritious and creative.

• Homework menu

• Grab and go items including baguettes, paninis, burritos and salads.

For the first half term Year 7 students will only be set homework in English, Maths
and Science. This will enable them to adjust to the demands of homework and
learn how to time manage effectively. The full homework timetable will then be
introduced after the half term holiday in November.

• A variety of healthy main meals freshly prepared every day. The menu will follow
a similar weekly pattern, for example Roast Dinner every Wednesday and a Curry
every Thursday.

Students have student planners which we ask parents to monitor weekly. Planners
are regularly reviewed by Form Tutors. If parents have concerns about homework
we encourage them to inform their daughter’s Form Tutor as soon as possible.

• The ‘V’ range has many tasty vegetarian and vegan choices to choose from
including the Bhaji Burger, Hot Pakora Wrap and Veggie Twister.
• Theme days – Chinese New Year, American Independence Day and St George’s Day
to name a few.
• Café 1905 in the Sixth Form Hub caters provides a selection of the refreshments
above as well as a more sophisticated Sixth Form offer.

The canteen is open before school for students
to have breakfast and remains open until after
school. The opening hours are 8:00am to 4:00pm.
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