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Dear Student 
 
UPDATE 
As we face the summer holidays, below is a quick summary of the main updates which affect the next 
academic year. 
 
Exam timetable  
The exam timetable starting 21 September 2020 has been reduced to five days in order to minimise 
the impact on curriculum time. The final exam will be in the afternoon on Friday 25 September 2020 
with a return to lessons on Monday 28 September 2020. A personalised timetable will be issued to 
you in September. 
 
With the UCAS early applicants deadline on 15 October 2020, we have looked at the students 
intending on applying to these courses and placed the most common subjects to the beginning of the 
week. This ensures these students will be able to have discussions with their teachers about the final 
Post-18 Estimated Grades before the internal UCAS application deadline on 8 October 2020. 
 
Your teachers will be getting in touch with you shortly about the topics covered in these exams. Some 
departments will be including post-lock down work to inform planning, others will only be assessing 
pre-lock down work at this time.  These departments will of course be assessing post-lock down work 
within class in the autumn term. If you have any specific questions about these exams, please make 
contact with your subject teachers. 
 
University Admissions Tests 
As you work through your research on possible university courses, please ensure you are fully aware 
of any required admissions tests you may need to sit. If you are unsure if this applies to you, please 
visit the UCAS website for an overview: https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-
university/admissions-tests as well as the specific entrance requirements for the courses you are 
applying for, contacting university admissions offices directly if unsure. 
 
It is the responsibility of students to contact our exams office (exams@parkstone.poole.sch.uk) to 
register for each admission test they wish to do. If the deadline is missed and as a consequence you 
can’t take the test, universities will not consider your application.  
 
Some admissions tests have had to be rescheduled due to the current situation.  You must ensure that 
you are up to date with the latest changes for any of the entrance exams you intend to take by 
checking the relevant website. On their websites you can also find a wealth of advice and free 
preparation materials specific for each test.  
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Summer holidays 
With an incredibly tiring term coming to an end and a hectic year ahead of us, I cannot stress enough 
how important it is that you take a well-earned break from your studies. To this end, teachers will not 
be setting any tasks or homework over the summer.  
 
I know some of you will chose to complete some independent study over the holiday period, but you 
must keep in mind the need for balance: without adequate rest and recuperation, your energy 
reserves for your final year of A Levels will be compromised. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to once again congratulate you on your efforts in your studies, 
cooperation with your teachers and the adaptability shown as we have had to make radical changes 
to the way we deliver education. Engaging in remote learning has not been easy for many but the 
maturity and commitment shown over the last few months by our Year 12 students has been a 
privilege to witness. Please take the opportunity over the summer break to recognise and celebrate 
all you have achieved in the last year as there is much to be proud of. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
   
 
 
 
Mrs Izard      
Assistant Headteacher     


