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A Level Transition Support Pack 

The aim of this support pack is to give you the opportunity to explore some of the best strategies for 

studying A Levels, as well as providing recommended tasks for each of the A Level courses. 

You are not required to complete all of the tasks and reading, they are just suggestions for you to 

explore and you shouldn’t spend more than 3 hours on them. Please do not submit this work to 

teachers at school as it is not designed for marking, just to promote your interest and understanding 

of the subject. 

One big change from GCSE to A Level is that you will be expected to read more widely than just the 

course textbook. Please save links to useful websites, the names of good books and useful articles as 

they will come in handy over the next years in preparation for your A Level exams.  

So if you come across other books, resources and websites which provoke your interest further, and 

if you have time to read them, please save these details for when school resumes as it’ll be so useful 

to share in a future class discussion.   

However, be aware not to sign up for information from websites or publications that ask for your 

personal details, including your email address, as these could be used for marketing or sales 

purposes. 

  



Contents 

A Level Study Skills………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.4  

Ancient History …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.5 

Art and Design (Fine Art) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.6 

Art and Design - 3D Design/Graphic Communication………………………………………………………………….Pg.7 

Biology ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.8 

Business………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.9 

Chemistry …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.10 

Computer Science ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.11 

Economics…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.12 

English Language………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.13 

English Literature ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.14 

French ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.15 

Geography ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.16-17 

Geology …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.18 

German …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.19-20 

History ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.21 

Mathematics …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.22-23 

Further Mathematics ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.24 

Media Studies …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.25-26 

Music…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.27-28 

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics ……………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.29-30 

Physical Education ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.31-32 

Physics ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.33-34 

Politics ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.35-36 

Product Design: Materials…………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pg.37 

Psychology ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.38-39 

Sociology…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.40 

Spanish …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pg.41-42 

Theatre Studies ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.43-44 

Appendix i: Further Online Tools..……………………………………………………………………………………………..Pg.45 

 



A Level Study Skills 

The step from GCSEs to A-Levels is renowned for being a difficult one. For some students the increase 

in workload comes as a shock, the intended use of study periods is lost, and the expectation to make 

revision notes as you go is ignored. 

By taking the time now to discover how to learn, you could save yourself a lot of time and stress when 

it comes to exam preparation. 

It should come as no surprise that A-Levels will be much more demanding than GCSEs. Many students 

struggle initially to adapt to the new way of teaching, the more independent style of studying and the 

expectations of reading and making notes outside of lessons. 

This page shares with you some videos and web links which introduce you to the key skills you will 

need to develop in order to ace your A-Levels. 

Start by watching this video with advice on how to work smarter not longer.  Each tip is said to be 

based on scientific evidence: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60rN9JEapg 

For more advice like this, you may wish to familiarise yourself with The Learning Scientists. These are 

cognitive psychologists who specialise in education research. Their website (see below) contains useful 

information on the best study practice based on years of research. They also produce podcasts for 

students, teachers, and parents focused on study skills. 

https://www.learningscientists.org/  

 

Not only does the approach to study change from GCSEs to A-Level but the revision techniques must 

evolve also.  The days of being able to leave consolidation to the last minute are now long gone! 

Although based much more on personal experience than research, here is a link to a student who 

provides her tips on how to achieve the grades you want: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSEsPBapMeU 

 

Many universities also provide excellent advice on study skills. One example can be found here from 

the University of Reading: 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/StudyResources/Reading/sta-effective.aspx  

 

By having an awareness of the best ways to study before starting your A Levels, you will be able to ‘hit 

the ground running’. You can ensure that your use of study periods and home study is effective and 

will ultimately lead to you to success.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60rN9JEapg
https://www.learningscientists.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bSEsPBapMeU
https://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/StudyResources/Reading/sta-effective.aspx


Ancient History (mixed classes held at Poole GS)  

Description of 
Subject: 

This course offers you the opportunity to study the fascinating civilisations of the Greek and 
Roman worlds and events that have moulded our society and culture. The course incorporates 
social and political history and makes use of a wide variety of ancient sources from histories to 
comic plays. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

N/A 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

There are many useful activities you could engage with ahead of you’re A Level study. Pick 
from the options below: 
 

 Find a Greek play on line (video or text) and review its intent and purpose. 

 Herodotus is acknowledged as the first ‘historian’. Research him and consider what this 
title might mean. Write down your thoughts. 

 Debate: Should the Elgin Marbles be returned to Athens? Do some research and prepare 
arguments for and against their return. Try not to be biased toward any one view. 

 Conduct some research and write down your thoughts to the following questions:  
o Are archaeological sites useful for Ancient History? 
o Do Caesar or Alexander the Great deserve their reputations? 
o Is the course of History inevitable? 
o How has Ancient Athens contributed to our modern notions of democracy, theatre 

and philosophy? 

 Give an example of where counter-factual ancient history might help explain the past. 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

None. 

A bit of fun: 

 Choose two TV programmes one which shows a good use of historical context and one 
which shows poor use of historical context. Explain the difference between them.  

 Visit a Roman archaeological museum website and assess how well it exhibits the past. 

 Choose ten objects which could adequately explain the c.20th to an historian in five 
hundred years’ time. 

 Conduct an ‘Oral History’ interview with a member of your family. Record it for posterity. 

 Learn a few phrases in Latin or Ancient Greek. 
 

  



Art and Design (Fine Art)  

Description of 
Subject: 

Our A Level Art and Design course allows students to go on a journey of self-realisation and set 
their own subject matter, drawing on the work of other artists and designers for initial 
inspiration. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

You are encouraged to: 
• actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to develop as effective 

and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds 
• develop creative, imaginative and intuitive capabilities when exploring and making images, 

artefacts and products 
• become confident in taking risks and learn from experience when exploring and 

experimenting with ideas, processes, media, materials and techniques 
• develop critical understanding through investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, 

technical and expressive skills 
• develop and refine ideas and proposals, personal outcomes or solutions with increasing 

independence 
• acquire and develop technical skills through working with a broad range of media, materials, 

techniques, processes and technologies with purpose and intent 
• develop knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in historical and contemporary 

contexts, societies and cultures 
• develop an awareness of the different roles and individual work practices evident in the 

production of art, craft and design in the creative and cultural industries 
• develop an awareness of the purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and design in a 

variety of contexts and as appropriate to your own work 
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

A number of Museums are offering virtual tours at the moment, so it’s a great opportunity to 
have a look at the work of others, both in this country and abroad.   
 
There are also numerous YouTube videos you could explore that explain a wide range of 
techniques and processes. Perhaps there is something you already fancy trying but haven’t 
gotten round to – now’s the time! 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

None. 

A bit of fun: 

1. This is a good opportunity to look at the proportions of the face and body and put it into 
practice with a number of sketches.  We would recommend that you spend an hour 
exploring proportions of the face and body. There are numerous online tutorials you can 
discover through online search engines. Draw out some of the examples you find so you 
get some practice – make sure you are accurate!   

2. Make a number of sketches of your family in the house doing everyday things.  These 
could be 5-minute quick sketches, up to 30-minute more detailed work. Make sure you 
are looking at proportions carefully, applying what you have learnt. Try not to ‘cartoonise’ 
your drawings – draw what you see. Go back to your research if you need to.  

 
For both of these tasks, what materials you use, paper you draw on and scale of image is up to 
you. These tasks will be incredibly useful for when you start your A level Art course, the more 
practise you have of drawing and looking, the more successful your work will become. 
 

  



Art and Design - 3D Design/Graphic Communication (mixed classes held at Poole GS)  

Description of 
Subject: 

Students can choose to follow a range of project pathways all of which explore practical and 
critical/contextual work through a range of processes and media. The routes students explore 
are: 
Three-dimensional Design (H605): Students might pursue projects in product design, 
architecture or interior design, using resistant and non-resistant materials such as metals, 
wood, card, clay, plastics and found or re-cycled materials.  
Graphic Communication (H602): This will offer a range of different approaches that include 
advertising, branding, typography and packaging. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

The following skills are required: problem solving; collaborative working; divergent and 
convergent thinking; self-discipline; creativity; enterprise; personal commitment; planning; 
evaluative thinking. 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

We would like you to construct your own typeface that will be used for the front of your folder 
and other tasks in Year 12 & 13. Each letter needs to be completely different and as unique as you 
can make it whilst still being readable. Listed below are some ideas that you might like to use to 
get you started. We want you to photograph/scan/print and record each one and have jpeg files 
of each that you will present to us in a Microsoft publisher document at the start of the course.  
The tasks listed below in this section are compulsory. For some more ideas that are not 
compulsory, see the ‘A bit of fun’ section’. We want you to challenge yourself to be as inventive 
as possible but most of all – we want you to have fun with the project! 
 
Ideas for your typeface (these are compulsory): 
 

 Make a letter in the style of Andy Goldsworthy. 

 Draw another in the style of a famous graphic designer. 

 Make one in the style of a famous architect. 

 Draw/make a letter in the style of a famous artist. 

 Create the impression of a letter using the concept of ‘negative space’ 

 Make a 3D card model of a letter from recycled packaging. 

 Use Google SketchUp and render your letter in an unusual way. 

 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

None 

A bit of fun: 

More ideas for your typeface (these are not compulsory): 
 

 Construct one out of Lego. 

 Bake a cake in the shape of a letter. 

 Use pebbles. 

 Do a primitive potato print. 

 Make a stencil and dust flower on the table. 

 Carve the letter out of fruit. 

 Balance household objects in the shape of a letter. 
 

 

  



Biology  

Description of 
Subject: 

Biology is the study of living things which is a wide and diverse area ranging from Molecular 
Biology to Ecology. This is a time of rapid advances especially in Cell Biology and Genetics with 
huge implications for human health. To supplement the course, students can participate in 
‘Biology Surgeries’ to clarify understandings, an active Biology group within the Student 
Science Committee, a Natural History club, a Zoology club and a Biology newsletter. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Cell Biology and Microscopy (B1 Key Concepts*) 
Transport Into and Out of a Cell (B1 Key Concepts*) 
Biological Molecules (B1 Key Concepts*) 
Mitosis (B3 Cells and Control*) 
Practical skills: independent variable, dependent variable, control variables, drawing results 
tables 
*Edexcel Biology Specification 
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

 You can make yourself familiar with the OCR Biology Specification using the following 
links:  
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171736-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-biology-a-
h420.pdf  
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/251799-biology-drawing-skills-handbook.pdf 
 

 Below is a link to a transition booklet on cell division. Do not get put off by this, it is there 
to show you how knowledge is developed from GCSE to A-level.  
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170253-cell-division-ks4-ks5.pdf  
 

 Head start to A-level Biology, CGP. £4.95 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

 Biological Science Review. https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/biologicalsciencesreview 
 

 The Biologist (Royal society of Biology) https://thebiologist.rsb.org.uk/biologist/158-
biologist/features/2299-how-to-write-a-lab-handbook 
 

 https://thebiologist.rsb.org.uk/biologist  
 

A bit of fun: 

 You could read: Life Ascending by Nick Lane 

 You could watch: Playing God, a BBC 2 Horizon documentary hosted by Dr Adam 
Rutherford. Here is the link: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6ci776 

 Explore the Royal Society of Biology website: https://www.rsb.org.uk/ 
 

 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171736-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-biology-a-h420.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171736-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-biology-a-h420.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/251799-biology-drawing-skills-handbook.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/170253-cell-division-ks4-ks5.pdf
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/biologicalsciencesreview
https://thebiologist.rsb.org.uk/biologist/158-biologist/features/2299-how-to-write-a-lab-handbook
https://thebiologist.rsb.org.uk/biologist/158-biologist/features/2299-how-to-write-a-lab-handbook
https://thebiologist.rsb.org.uk/biologist
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x6ci776
https://www.rsb.org.uk/


Business 

Description of 
Subject: 

A study of the world of business is practical, up to date and exciting. Ideas, situations and 
theories are explored and investigated using real examples and personal experience. The 
subject is explored through case studies, problem-solving activities, data interpretation, 
personal research, presentations and IT applications. It is important you are interested in 
business matters and have a desire to explore why and how the study of business contributes 
to modern life. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

The Business A-Level builds upon the content of study at KS4, with topics taken into greater 
depth and new theories and models introduced. Although there is no prerequisite to have 
studied the subject at KS4, anyone who has will be building upon prior knowledge and skills. 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

When new year 12 students join us in September we often have a mixture of those who have studied 
the subject at KS4 and those that haven’t; those who follow real world business stories and 
programmes and those that don’t; those who understand the basics and understand what the 
subject is about and those that have little idea! This activity is intended to be a meaningful, relatable 
and engaging introduction to the A-Level in Business regardless of whether you have studied the 
subject before, or not. 

This task comprises a series of three worksheets (plus an extension task), which are all based around 
the Channel 5 documentary “Inside Aldi”. This will help to prepare you for your study of A-Level 
Business by providing you with: 

 a realistic expectation of the subject and the range of topics covered 
 an appreciation of the fact that there will be lots of new content 
 an appreciation of the fact it will include numerical skills 
 some understanding of the skills that you will need to develop over the 2 years of study 
 an ability to contribute in class with real world examples 
 an inquisitive mind 

Follow this hyperlink to access the tasks: https://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/transition-pack/  

There are three main tasks: Inside Aldi Part 1 / Inside Aldi Part 2 / Inside Aldi Part 3 

There is also an extension task for anyone keen to explore further Inside Aldi Part 4 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

As a Business student it is important that you stay up-to-date with current affairs. You should 
regularly visit the BBC Business news webpage to develop an awareness of how the external 
environment impacts on a variety of organisations. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business 
 
A good website for accessing business theory and revision notes is the Tutor2u website. Here 
you will also find regular blog posts that apply business theory to real-world contexts. 
https://www.tutor2u.net/business 
 

A bit of fun: 
Visit the following webpage to play a range of fun, online business games and simulations that 
put theory into practice: https://www.businessed.co.uk/index.php/home/break 

  

https://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/transition-pack/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
https://www.tutor2u.net/business
https://www.businessed.co.uk/index.php/home/break


Chemistry  

Description of 
Subject: 

Chemistry aims to understand the behaviour of the physical universe at a scale so minute and 
detailed it often defeats the imagination of the most gifted artists; yet its outcomes have 
provided all of our material technologies from the engineering of pharmaceuticals to the 
construction of spacecraft. Chemistry is fundamentally a practical science that seeks 
understanding through investigation of the underlying principles that govern the behaviour of 
all materials. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

From Chemistry: Atomic structure; bonding theory and structure of materials; the periodic 
table, periodic and group trends; formulae & equations; the mole concept & calculations; 
reaction rates and equilibria; chemical energetics. 
 
From Physics: Energy stores & transfers; kinetic theory of matter and heat flow; 
 
From Biology: Biological molecules, enzymes. 
 
From Mathematics: Algebra; estimation; data, graphs, tangents and gradients, converting 
between fractions, percentages and decimals; manipulating ratio and proportion. 
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Revisit the GCSE topic packs for the topics mentioned above, especially RAMs & Moles, and 
Stoichiometry. The first four to six weeks of Year 12 Chemistry is a transition unit, where we 
will make sure you are all confident in the key topics mentioned above, so there is no need for 
any intense study. 
 
Some interesting books to read include:  

 The Disappearing Spoon; by Sam Kean 

 Periodic Tales; by Hugh Aldersey-Williams 

 Mendeleev’s Dream; by Paul Strathern 
 
Visit the Royal Society of Chemistry website, and search the resources for students:  
https://edu.rsc.org/student 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

If you are considering a career in Chemistry, then the link below will help you explore possible 
options: 
https://edu.rsc.org/future-in-chemistry?_ga=2.136586293.468349664.1588687409-
891387150.1588687407 
 

A bit of fun: 

The university of Nottingham has a Periodic Table of Videos you may find interesting: 
http://www.periodicvideos.com/ 
 
When you click on an element, you get some cool YouTube videos about that element, with 
some great demonstration videos. All good nerdy fun! 
 

 

  

https://edu.rsc.org/student
https://edu.rsc.org/future-in-chemistry?_ga=2.136586293.468349664.1588687409-891387150.1588687407
https://edu.rsc.org/future-in-chemistry?_ga=2.136586293.468349664.1588687409-891387150.1588687407
http://www.periodicvideos.com/


Computer Science  

Description of 
Subject: 

Computers are part of almost every aspect of our lives, from the phones we use to the food we 
eat, so studying computer science can be a seriously smart move for the 21st century. Not only 
will you learn about computers you’ll also learn about the real-world applications of 
technology. You will research topics, solve problems, challenges and puzzles. Computer 
science is a practical subject, you will learn to program using several programming languages 
leading you to create computer games, develop interactive websites and design and create a 
program of your choice. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

N/A 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

There are so many inspirational and accessible books out there but here are a few that we 
would recommend: 
 

 Nine algorithms that changed the world does just what it says on the tin. 
 

 Hackers by Stephen Levy This is a very enjoyable book. I found it inspirational and 
learned a lot about the development of the home computer (amongst other things). 

 

 Weapons of Math Destruction, Cathy O’Neil, 2017, Penguin. “O’Neil calls on modellers 
to take more responsibility for their algorithms and on policy makers to regulate their 
use. But in the end, it’s up to us to become more savvy about the models that govern 
our lives. This important book empowers us to ask the tough questions, uncover the 
truth, and demand change.” 

 
Python is an extremely powerful language and you would benefit from learning how to 
program using Python before starting an A Level Computer Science course.  The website below 
is a great for both inexperienced and experienced programmers.  
https://www.learnpython.org/    
 

Regular 
viewing: 

There are two very good websites that we recommend you keep looking at: 
 
https://www.wired.co.uk/ 
https://www.newscientist.com/ 
 

A bit of fun: 

Learn how to create the classic game “Snake” by following these PyGame tutorials. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5F-aGDIYaM&list=PL6gx4Cwl9DGAjkwJocj7vlc_mFU-
4wXJq&index=1 
 

 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nine-Algorithms-That-Changed-Future/dp/0691147140/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1340176909&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hackers-Computer-Revolution-Steven-Levy/dp/0141000511
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304/304513/weapons-of-math-destruction/9780141985411.html
https://www.learnpython.org/
https://www.wired.co.uk/
https://www.newscientist.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5F-aGDIYaM&list=PL6gx4Cwl9DGAjkwJocj7vlc_mFU-4wXJq&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5F-aGDIYaM&list=PL6gx4Cwl9DGAjkwJocj7vlc_mFU-4wXJq&index=1


Economics 

Description of 
Subject: 

The forces of economics shape your life now and in the future. What you pay for your 
shopping, the cost of your house and the availability of health care are all determined, in part, 
by economics. You will study current economic issues, problems and institutions that affect 
everyday life, and the ideas behind these. You will develop your ability to understand, analyse, 
evaluate and solve problems. 

 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

The Economics A-Level builds upon the content of study at KS4, with topics taken into greater 
depth and new theories and models introduced. Although there is no prerequisite to have 
studied the subject at KS4, anyone who has will be building upon prior knowledge and skills. 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Go to this website https://www.ecnmy.org/learn/you/ , read the introduction, and then read 
the sections that follow as you scroll down the page. 
As you are reading think about decisions you have made or actions you have taken that would 
show you are acting as an economist. 
 
Another website for learning about economics is called Tutor2U.  It has some very good free 
resources that do not require you to register or pay. A good starting point would be to listen to 
this podcast about what Economics is and the difference between micro and macroeconomics. 
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/head-start-economics-introduction-to-
macroeconomics  
After the first podcast there are two more that you can listen to by scrolling down the page.  
Some of the presentations include questions and ask you to pause the cast to write down you 
answers or do some research.  Pause the podcast and complete the tasks. 
 
Tim Harford is an economic journalist who writes for the Financial Times and the Daily 
Telegraph.  He also presents a radio 4 programme called ‘More or Less’. Listen, read or watch 
one of the following  

 https://www.ted.com/speakers/tim_harford  

 http://timharford.com/2019/09/the-curious-economics-of-being-ripped-off-on-holiday 

 https://www.dropbox.com/s/chb6tlks9xd6np5/Tim%20Harford%20The%20Undercover%
20Economist%20Chapter%206.pdf?dl=0  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpU9XrQqYzc  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCRNI04tnN8  
 

Regular 
viewing: 

The BBC is one of the world’s leading broadcasters and they provide an excellent summary of 
business news every day. 
  

A bit of fun: 

Go to the BBC Economy news webpage here https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/economy  
Have a look at the range of stories listed here that all relate to the economy in some way.  Pick 
three of them and identify any economics that is involved. 
 
Go back to the economy website and read this section about people’s behaviour 
https://www.ecnmy.org/learn/you/choices-behavior/ 
Observe or discuss with members of your family about whether they act rationally when 
making decisions.  If they don’t find out how they make their decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecnmy.org/learn/you/
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/head-start-economics-introduction-to-macroeconomics
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/head-start-economics-introduction-to-macroeconomics
https://www.ted.com/speakers/tim_harford
http://timharford.com/2019/09/the-curious-economics-of-being-ripped-off-on-holiday
https://www.dropbox.com/s/chb6tlks9xd6np5/Tim%20Harford%20The%20Undercover%20Economist%20Chapter%206.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/chb6tlks9xd6np5/Tim%20Harford%20The%20Undercover%20Economist%20Chapter%206.pdf?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpU9XrQqYzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LCRNI04tnN8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/economy
https://www.ecnmy.org/learn/you/choices-behavior/


English Language 

Description of 
Subject: 

Rather than simply taking the native language of this country for granted, this subject allows 
you to investigate its development, to explore the structure and function of spoken and 
written English over time and to develop your own original writing and analytical skills. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

An interest in spoken and written language, also in the ways in which English is used in 
different sections of society; a willingness to get to grips with English grammar; development 
of your own writing style. 
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Two titles that we would particularly recommend for a general overview are: 

 The Mother Tongue; by Bill Bryson  

 The English Language; by David Crystal 
 
Keep a diary/log of words and phrases arising from the coronavirus crisis.  Also add notes on 
how different public figures (e.g.  Boris Johnson, Donald Trump) in politics and the media use 
language relating to the virus/crisis.   
 
It would also be a good idea to brush up your knowledge of grammar by visiting a site such as 
Grammar Monster at https://www.grammar-monster.com/ 
  - which contains links to fun and helpful grammar videos. 
 
For more recommended reading follow the hyperlink below:  
https://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/transition-pack/  
 

Regular 
viewing: 

The school subscribes to the Emagazine, which contains many useful articles aimed at A level 
students of English Language and English Literature.  To log in, go to the English and Media 
Centre website at  https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/ and select the ‘emagazine’ tab. 
Username: Parkstonian   Password: Scrabble (all case-sensitive). 
 

A bit of fun: 
Start a scrapbook (electronic or hard copy) of texts relating to the coronavirus crisis.  Paste in 
any news articles, posters, adverts, tweets, etc containing interesting examples of language. 
 

 

  

https://www.grammar-monster.com/
https://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/transition-pack/
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/


English Literature  

Description of 
Subject: 

Throughout history, the great obsessions of humankind have been explored in the form of 
literature. Issues of love, death and the meaning of life are ingrained in the very fabric of the 
novels, poems and plays featured on the English Literature course. This course takes a 
historicist approach - working from the belief that no text exists in isolation but is the product 
of the time in which it was produced. You will explore works by a variety of writers including: 
Shakespeare, Mary Shelley, Kate Chopin, F Scott Fitzgerald, Tennessee Williams, Sylvia Plath, 
Kathryn Stockett and a range of poets 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Commitment to reading; understanding of writers’ methods; ability to make links between 
texts and their contexts; developing an academic writing style. 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

An essential requirement is your willingness to read widely beyond the texts studied and to 
debate ideas. 
 
Read ‘The Great Gatsby’ by F Scott Fitzgerald and/or  watch one or more of the following 
Shakespeare plays: ‘Much Ado About Nothing’; ‘Romeo and Juliet’; ‘Macbeth’; ‘The Taming of 
the Shrew’ (you should be able to find a version on YouTube, or Netflix, or ClickView). Then 
find a relevant article for your chosen play in the Emagazine (see details under ‘Subscriptions’ 
below); read and summarise key points in the article and say how you agree/disagree with the 
opinions put forward. 
 
For more recommended reading follow the hyperlink below:  
https://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/transition-pack/  
 

Regular 
viewing: 

The school subscribes to the Emagazine, which contains many useful articles aimed at A level 
students of English Language and English Literature.  To log in, go to the English and Media 
Centre website at  https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/ and select the ‘emagazine’ tab. 
Username: Parkstonian   Password: Scrabble (all case-sensitive). 
 
In September there will also be an opportunity to subscribe to the English Review magazine at 
a reduced rate. 
 

A bit of fun: 

Create a moodboard or collage (electronic or hard copy) about love in different forms of 
literature: novels, poetry, plays and media. This will link to our unit on ‘Love Through the 
Ages’. 
 
Also, keep reading through the summer – for enjoyment, not just study! 
 

 

  

https://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/transition-pack/
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/


French (mixed classes held at both sites)  

Description of 
Subject: 

French is an interactive subject with a focus on oral and written communication. The inclusion 
of French film and literature provides a window into French-speaking culture, its people and 
their attitudes. The course draws upon authentic contemporary publications which cover 
diverse aspects of life in Francophone countries. Any modern foreign language at A Level is 
lively and demanding, providing an enjoyable challenge. We offer our students further 
opportunities such as a cultural and linguistic trip to Paris, and the opportunity to work with 
younger students learning French. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

 The ability to give and justify opinions.  

 Using verbs and tenses (present, perfect and imperfect, future, conditional) with 
increasing accuracy.  

 Awareness of irregular verbs.  

 Comprehension of written and spoken texts on a wide range of topics: some overlap with 
GCSE including personal relationships, the impact of digital technologies on Society, social 
issues and volunteering, global issues. 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

a) Grammar 
 
Go to www.languagesonline.org.uk, select ‘Francais’ from the left hand column, select ‘AS 
Resources’, and complete the following activities:  

 Verb Busters 
 Exam Verbs and Adjectives Gaps Practice

b) Reading 
 

 Familiarise yourself with the A level Specification:  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652 

 Download and read the latest edition of 1 jour 1 actu 
https://www.1jour1actu.com/monde/ton-hebdo-1jour1actu-gratuit 
 
c) Listening  
 

 Listen to the latest programme of “7 jours sur la planète” 
 
http://www.tv5monde.com/cms/chaine-francophone/info/p-1914-7-jours-sur-la-planete.htm 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

It would be advisable to keep regularly abreast of French news. There are a number of French 
news outlets that you could choose to follow. 

A bit of fun: 

TV & Film: Watch a French film or series on Netflix 
 
Music:  
Find a French song/band/artist you like and complete the gap fills until you can complete 
‘advanced’ (or even ‘expert’?!) https://lyricstraining.com/fr?nr=1 
  
Literature: listen to read some bilingual fairy tales at https://www.thefablecottage.com/french 
 
  

 

 

 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652
https://www.1jour1actu.com/monde/ton-hebdo-1jour1actu-gratuit
http://www.tv5monde.com/cms/chaine-francophone/info/p-1914-7-jours-sur-la-planete.htm
https://lyricstraining.com/fr?nr=1
https://www.thefablecottage.com/french


Geography  

Description of 
Subject: 

Geography explores big questions, such as what is the future of the planet and its 
environments? What causes natural hazards? Is there a solution to world poverty? How are 
landscapes formed? Through this course you will discover different climates, cultures and 
countries as well as places closer to home. You will cover a range of human and physical topics, 
and investigate interactions between the two. As well as classroom study, the course includes 
fieldwork trips to local coastal landforms and possibly even an international trip such as 
Iceland. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

There are 6 main topics at A Level. They are: 

 Changing Places 

 Urban Environments 

 Coastal Processes and Landforms 

 Hazards e.g. Earthquake, Volcano, Hurricane, Wildfire 

 Global Systems 

 Water and Carbon Cycles 
 
In addition to the main topics above, you will develop skills of map-work, fieldwork and writing 
it up, numeracy, various graphs, personal organisation and hard work. 
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

I would really like you all to read and think about this because it’s the main really  new concept 
- Changing Places overview: 
https://focusschoolwilto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=f10c512164d0498
d8f3bcfad8ae61d39 
 
 
The links below vary in complexity and level of interaction, but will help you begin to explore 
the main topics. There is no expectation that you will look at all of these. 
 
Climate Change videos: 

Video: Climate Change the Facts – David Attenborough 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts 

Video: Panorama – Climate Change: What can we do? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009drg/panorama-climate-change-what-can-we-
do 
 
Hazards interactive website: 

ideo: Power of the Planet (Volcanoes) https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg - a great 
introduction to the work we will be doing on volcanoes.  

Reading: Plate Tectonics (The Geological Society) – this will be a good step up from your 
GCSE work to A Level and is definitely worth reading / working through 
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics 

 earthquakes in poor countries: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_haas_when_bad_engineering_makes_a_natural_disaster_e
ven_worse?referrer=playlist-how_can_we_improve_disaster_relief 
 
Coastal processes and Landforms: 

 You don’t have to do all the activities of course but this is all relevant: 
http://www.geographypods.com/3-coasts.html 

 
Reading:  
Water and Carbon Cycling (Royal Geographical Society) – this is an excellent starting point / 
content overview for the water and carbon work that we will be looking at 
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-
9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB 
 

https://focusschoolwilto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=f10c512164d0498d8f3bcfad8ae61d39
https://focusschoolwilto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=f10c512164d0498d8f3bcfad8ae61d39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009drg/panorama-climate-change-what-can-we-do
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0009drg/panorama-climate-change-what-can-we-do
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_haas_when_bad_engineering_makes_a_natural_disaster_even_worse?referrer=playlist-how_can_we_improve_disaster_relief
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_haas_when_bad_engineering_makes_a_natural_disaster_even_worse?referrer=playlist-how_can_we_improve_disaster_relief
http://www.geographypods.com/3-coasts.html
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB


Regular 
viewing: 

None. 

A bit of fun: 

Have a play with this free GIS mapping package, you can change the indicators and look at 
anywhere in the UK to analyse different levels of poverty, wealth, social and economic 
variables: 
https://datashine.org.uk/#table=QS803EW&col=QS803EW0003&ramp=YlOrRd&layers=BTTT&
zoom=12&lon=-0.1500&lat=51.5200 
 
Think of and make a list of any media you have used which gives you a strong sense of a place 
e.g. a book, a song, a show, a play, a poem (doesn’t need to be all of them, just some examples 
personal to you). Write or print it out and explain how it helped you to understand that place 
better. These are really personal so this link might not do it for you at all! 
e.g https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BT4RlDl7z3w 
 
 
We cover a variety of hazards at A level and understanding the lessons from preparation are 
important. Have a look at these websites: 
https://www.stopdisastersgame.org/#1540393288105-457a25c1-59a6 
 
https://www.shakeout.org/dropcoverholdon/beatthequake/game/ (requires flash) 
 

 

  

https://datashine.org.uk/#table=QS803EW&col=QS803EW0003&ramp=YlOrRd&layers=BTTT&zoom=12&lon=-0.1500&lat=51.5200
https://datashine.org.uk/#table=QS803EW&col=QS803EW0003&ramp=YlOrRd&layers=BTTT&zoom=12&lon=-0.1500&lat=51.5200
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BT4RlDl7z3w
https://www.stopdisastersgame.org/#1540393288105-457a25c1-59a6
https://www.shakeout.org/dropcoverholdon/beatthequake/game/


Geology (mixed classes held at Poole GS)  

Description of 
Subject: 

Geology will change the way you look at the world forever. It is the all-encompassing science, 
combining aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics, and is recognised as a science by 
universities. Geology will expand your understanding of the history and evolution of the earth, 
including its life forms and past environments. Fieldwork is a key area and a number of trips 
are undertaken to a diverse range of destinations such as Sicily, Pembrokeshire and 
Kimmeridge Bay. If you enjoy experiencing the natural world, we’re interested in physical 
aspects of geography and if you want to know more about the history and evolution of the 
Earth, including its life forms and past environments, then Geology is for you. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

N/A 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

There are many useful activities you could engage with ahead of you’re A Level study. Pick 
from the options below: 
 

 Go to the British Geological Survey (BGS) website and make notes on two contrasting 
areas: 
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/home.html?src=topNav   

 Go to the ‘Make a Map’ page of the British Geological Survey (BGS) website to find the 
rock ages where you live. Play around with the map to get an idea of where the oldest and 
youngest rocks in Britain are found: 
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/makeamap/home.html  

 Earth: an intimate history; by Richard Fortey – you could write a review of the book 
afterwards, what did you learn? 

 Write a short summary on the history and importance of Limestone from the Portland & 
Purbeck Beds. 

 Choose a mass extinction event and write about the causes and the impacts of the 
extinction on the life of the planet. 

 Produce a Powerpoint Presentation that summarises how the universe and the solar 
system formed.  Include diagrams and detailed explanations that include at least two 
different theories. 

 Carry out some research about Yellowstone – what is it and what the risks are.  Produce a 
report that explains some of the theories.  There are some great documentaries out there 
on YouTube about it. 

 Research a famous geologist – what did they do, what did they find out or discover and 
why was this important? Produce a written report.  Include photos and images. 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

None. 

A bit of fun: 

 Find a rock from your garden and try to categorise it using information from the internet. 

 Write a ‘bio’ of a recently discovered dinosaur. What was it like? How did it live and 
where? Who discovered it? Why is it important? 

 Start a virtual fossil collection. Sketch your finds and try to explain their functional 
morphology. Use the internet to identify the species of fossils you have discovered.  
Where have they been found and what does this tell you about the environment in which 
they lived (palaeo environment) 

 Take up the Geology cake challenge! Can you make a cake with a Geological theme? Rock 
Cakes too easy! Take a photo of your creation – this will be excellent practise for when 
you are in Year 13 …. More will be explained later… 
 

  

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/home.html?src=topNav
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/makeamap/home.html


German (mixed classes held at both sites)  

Description of 
Subject: 

German is an interactive subject with a focus on oral and written communication. The 
inclusion of German music, Film and Literature provides a window into German-speaking 
culture, its people and their attitudes. Any modern foreign language at A Level is lively and 
demanding, providing an enjoyable challenge. We offer our students further opportunities 
such as a cultural and linguistic trip to Berlin working with younger students learning 
German, participating in a debating workshop with other local schools and the possibility of 
funded work-shadowing in Germany. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

 The ability to give and justify opinions.  

 Using verbs and tenses (present, past perfect and imperfect, future, conditional) with 
increasing accuracy.  

 Awareness of irregular verbs.  

 Comprehension of written and spoken texts on a wide range of topics: some overlap 
with GCSE including personal relationships, social issues, global issues, festivals in 
German speaking countries. 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

a) Revise and be confident with the following grammar points:  
● Present tense regular and irregular  
● Past tense (and when to use haben/sein)  
● Future tense  
● Word order, in particular:  

○ Verb second and inversion  
○ Time Manner Place  
○ How word order changes after subordinating conjunctions such as weil/obwohl 

etc  
 
The following websites will help you: 

 https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/germanindex.html#Grammar 

 http://klar.co.uk/ (user = parkstone / password = german) 

 https://learngerman.dw.com/en/grammar 

 www.german.net  

 BBC Bitesize German 
 
 
b) Familiarise yourself with the A level Specification  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/german-7662   
 
c) Online learning for useful vocabulary, topics and expressions 

 Quizlet – Yr 12 German https://quizlet.com/join/aXGZuudap  

 You could also use Duolingo or Memrise in a similar way 

 Also try this Kahoot game: Das grosse Deutschland Quiz 
 
d) Online Listening Practice. Use the website below, find extracts that interest you, then 
listen to and read the text/translation and complete the activities to reinforce the language 
used. https://www.teachvid.com/resources  
 

Regular 
viewing: 

Get used to following the German news at least once per week. Use the following link for a 
slowed down version of the news which is useful when you first start. You can read the text 
as you listen so start collating a vocabulary list of current affairs related language. 
https://www.dw.com/de/deutsch-lernen/nachrichten/s-8030  
 
You could also follow the Deutsche Welle course ‘Nicos Weg’ – you are currently probably B1 
standard. https://learngerman.dw.com/en/overview 

https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/germanindex.html#Grammar
http://klar.co.uk/
https://learngerman.dw.com/en/grammar
http://www.german.net/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8j2tfr
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/german-7662
https://quizlet.com/join/aXGZuudap
https://quizlet.com/join/aXGZuudap
https://kahoot.it/challenge/07593511?challenge-id=ed68efdc-8518-40e9-8d4e-64d99a3b21d3_1587290124623
https://www.teachvid.com/resources
https://www.dw.com/de/deutsch-lernen/nachrichten/s-8030
https://learngerman.dw.com/en/overview


A bit of fun: 

TV and Film: 
There are a number of things you could watch: 
 

 
 
Music:  

 Find a German song/band/artist you like and complete the gapfills until you can 
complete ‘advanced’ (or even ‘expert’?!) https://lyricstraining.com/de/  
 

Social Media: 

 Start a collection of German language memes 

 Find out who the current social media influencers are in Germany, Switzerland and 
Austria 

 Follow a range of German social media accounts related to your own hobbies and 
interests 

 
Other: 

 Find a German recipe and try it out  

 Vlog your summer, create memes, write a song, poem or story – get creative!  

 Spend 10 minutes trying to learn the German 
o states https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3014  
o capital cities https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3189  
o important cities https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3030  

 Research these opportunities for visiting Germany: 
o https://ukgermanconnection.org/yp/get-involved/german-pupil-courses/  
o https://www.workexperienceabroad.co.uk/germany/  

 Find your preferred online dictionary  
o www.duden.de  - monolingual German dictionary   
o www.verbix.com   - online verb conjugator  
o www.dict.cc  
 

 

https://lyricstraining.com/de/
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3014
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3189
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3030
https://ukgermanconnection.org/yp/get-involved/german-pupil-courses/
https://www.workexperienceabroad.co.uk/germany/
http://www.duden.de/
http://www.verbix.com/
http://www.dict.cc/


History  

Description of 
Subject: 

With our course you will focus on ideas of change and continuity, and how the monarchy has 
developed over time. You will also discuss and debate topics such as imperialism, empire, 
war and ideology. Understanding that history is a multidiscipline which spans literature, geo-
politics and philosophy is critical to success at A Level. You will have opportunities to take 
part in conferences and residential trips including to the Auschwitz Concentration Camp. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

 Extended writing  

 Primary source analysis  

 Evaluation of interpretations 

 Making judgements based on evidence  
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

 https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/bosworth-the-dawn-of-the-tudors/ - 
This will give you a flavour of the origins of the Tudor dynasty. Summarise the 
arguments made in no more than 500 words.  

 https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/founding-fathers-united-
states   
Bullet point three things about each of the founding fathers. 

 Watch – ‘Inside the Court of Henry VIII (2015)’ on YouTube – create a spider diagram 
about his reign.  

 Watch – ‘The Revolution Boston Bloody Boston’ on YouTube – create a spider 
diagram about the reasons for anger in the colonies.  

 There are hundreds of books out there for both the Tudors and the American 
Revolution, a good starting point would be to buy ‘The Tudors: A very short 
introduction’ and ‘The American Revolution: A very short introduction’ – these you 
could use throughout you’re a Level study as well as giving you a good starting point. 

 
Podcasts:  

 http://www.versushistory.com/podcasts.html - Episode number 26 links directly to 
the Year 12 course.   

 https://www.historyextra.com/period/georgian/brexit-and-american-independence/ 
- An interesting take comparing the recent Brexit negotiations and the American 
Revolution.  

 https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/the-origins-of-the-tudors/ - The first 
14mins only for an overview of Henry VII reign.  

 
  

Regular 
viewing: 

A subscription to BBC History Magazine would be useful – this would then give you access (if 
you choose) to the online catalogue of articles and podcasts.  

A bit of fun: 

Listen to the Hamilton soundtrack – the best songs linked to the course are those from the 
first act, however they are all pretty brilliant and the whole musical is set across the content 
covered in Years 12 & 13.  

 

  

https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/bosworth-the-dawn-of-the-tudors/
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/founding-fathers-united-states
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/founding-fathers-united-states
http://www.versushistory.com/podcasts.html
https://www.historyextra.com/period/georgian/brexit-and-american-independence/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/tudor/the-origins-of-the-tudors/


Mathematics  

Description of 
Subject: 

A level Mathematics provides students with a thorough grounding in the mathematical tools 
and techniques often needed in the workplace. The logic and reasoning skills developed by 
studying A Level Maths make sure the qualification is widely respected by all universities. At 
A level 67% of the content is Pure Mathematics, 33% is applied, split equally between 
Mechanics and Statistics. 

 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Key concepts used in the Pure Mathematics : 

 Algebraic expressions including factorising/expanding, indices, surds. 

 Quadratics including solving, completing the square, graphs and modelling. 

 Equations and inequalities, including simultaneous equations, linear and quadratic 
equations and graphs. 

 Graphs, straight lines, quadratics, cubics, exponentials and circles. 

 Trigonometry including sine and cosine rule, areas of triangles and exact trig values. 
 

Key concepts used in the Statistics and Mechanics (applied): 
Statistics: 

 Data collection: sampling 

 Averages: using mean, median, mode and range 

 Statistical graphs: Cumulative frequency, box plots and histograms 

 Correlation: scatter graphs 

 Probability: calculating probability, Venn diagrams 
Mechanics: 

 Vectors 

 Constant acceleration: Displacement time graphs, velocity time graphs and suvat 
equations 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

CGP Head Start to A Level Maths: 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-2018-
ebook/dp/B06XD29GX2/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Z8EOTUJRFGA9&dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+
a+level+maths&qid=1587639737&s=digital-text&sprefix=head+start%2Cdigital-
text%2C154&sr=1-1 

 
 
You could watch some of the videos from the following YouTube playlist of 26 key 
topics: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUNK8a8DSxXv6d9HxUuliXPZbySSeTTK- 
 
 
By following the link below, you can access many more useful resources that will help you make 
the transition from GCSE to A Level: 
 

1) The OCR Bridging the Gap guide – this is similar to the CGP guide described above and 
useful for those who do not wish to purchase the CGP guide. 

2) The OUP AS Bridging Material 
3) The answers to the task in the OUP AS Bridging Material 
4) Edexcel Transition Worksheets 

 
https://www.parkstone.poole.sch.uk/transition-pack/ 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

None. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-2018-ebook/dp/B06XD29GX2/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Z8EOTUJRFGA9&dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+a+level+maths&qid=1587639737&s=digital-text&sprefix=head+start%2Cdigital-text%2C154&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-2018-ebook/dp/B06XD29GX2/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Z8EOTUJRFGA9&dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+a+level+maths&qid=1587639737&s=digital-text&sprefix=head+start%2Cdigital-text%2C154&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-2018-ebook/dp/B06XD29GX2/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Z8EOTUJRFGA9&dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+a+level+maths&qid=1587639737&s=digital-text&sprefix=head+start%2Cdigital-text%2C154&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-Level-Maths-2017-2018-ebook/dp/B06XD29GX2/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Z8EOTUJRFGA9&dchild=1&keywords=head+start+to+a+level+maths&qid=1587639737&s=digital-text&sprefix=head+start%2Cdigital-text%2C154&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUNK8a8DSxXv6d9HxUuliXPZbySSeTTK-


A bit of fun: 

Watch any of the following YouTube videos to explore more: 

 Pascal’s triangle: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iMtlus-afo 

 Exponential growth: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfYQUUC3F5I 

 Probability: The Monty Hall probability problem…watch out this will get you thinking 
and could take lots of your time! Try it on your parents and see if you win! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Lb-6rxZxx0 

 One more for fun… https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rudzYPHuewc 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iMtlus-afo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfYQUUC3F5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Lb-6rxZxx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rudzYPHuewc


Further Mathematics (mixed classes held at Poole GS)  

Description of 
Subject: 

Studying Further Mathematics consolidates and reinforces students’ A Level Mathematics 
work, helping them to achieve the very highest of grades. Lessons provide an insight into the 
higher levels of the subject covering challenging topics such as imaginary numbers and multi-
dimensional geometry. Further Maths requires mathematical ability coupled with a 
willingness to work independently, and helps to promote excellent time management skills. 
There are 4 papers Two Pure Maths (50%), Mechanics (25%) and Decision Maths (25%). 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

See Mathematics. 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

In addition to the tasks described on the Mathematics page, here are some more suggested 
activities: 

 Complete some extra A-level tasks at www.mymaths.co.uk 

 Prove it! Take a familiar formula like the cosine rule or quadratic formula and prove it. 

 Try some problems at https://nrich.maths.org/ 

 Research a famous Mathematician and the Maths that they have developed/discovered 
e.g. Euler, Gauss, Newton, Leibniz 

 Research “Proof by contradiction” and try to use it to prove that the set of prime 
numbers is infinite. 

 Find  out more about “Convergent sequences and limits”, “Modular Arithmetic”, 
“Pascal’s Triangle” “Fermat’s last Theorem”, “Random Walks”. 

 
Books you may enjoy: 

 Chaos: Making a new science; by James Gleick. 

 Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities; by  Ian Stewart 

 Why do Buses come in Threes?; by Rob Eastaway and Jeremy Wyndham 

 Alex’s Adventures in Numberland; by Alex Bellios 

 Fermat’s Last Theorem; by Simon Singh 

 E = MC2 The biography of the world’s most famous equation; by David Bodanis 

 The Music of the Primes; by Marcus du Sautoy 

 The Code Book; by Simon Singh 

 In Code; by Sarah Flannery 

 Excursions in Calculus: An Interplay between the continuous and the discrete; by Robert 
M. Young 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

 Visit the Numberphile website: https://www.numberphile.com/ There are pocasts to 
listen to, videos to watch, and problems to solve.  

 Read articles from Plus Magazine: https://plus.maths.org/content/      Make a note of 
anything you read and write a summary with a reference to the source. 
 

A bit of fun: 

In addition to the ‘a bit of fun’ activities described on the Mathematics page, here are some 
more fun activities to get involved with: 

 Find out how to model the spread and hopeful containment of a pandemic 
mathematically. 

 Watch Hannah Fry’s “Magic of Mathematics” programmes originally aired on BBC 4. 

 Watch the Marcus du Sautoy “History of Mathematics” series. 

 Find out about famous maths prizes such as “The Abel Prize” and “The Fields Medal”. 
Who won them in 2020 and for what? 

 Imagine you’re a ’Maths Busker’ - Design a demonstration which would explain an 
interesting piece of maths to a non-mathematician in an entertaining way. 

 For any mathematicians with a philosophical mind, try tackling this question: Is 
Mathematics created or discovered? 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://nrich.maths.org/
https://www.numberphile.com/
https://plus.maths.org/content/


Media Studies (mixed classes held at Parkstone GS)  

Description of 
Subject: 

The Media Studies A Level is an exciting and contemporary course that gives students the 
opportunity to explore how the media shape our world through the study of nine media 
forms including advertising and marketing, film, television, video games, blogs and 
newspapers. Additionally, students develop practical skills including the chance to create 
their own music video and promotion. 

 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Despite some new concepts applicable for the subject, you need plenty of GCSE skills: 
Context research, analysis, evaluation, critical thinking, constructing an argument, using 
relevant terminology. 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Familiarise yourself with the specification, which can be found by following this link: 
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-as-a-level/#tab_overview 
 
 
Watch the following YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qE-B_XkoAgQ 
 
 
Read the following information sheets: 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/2-pre-
1950s.pdf 
 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/3-1950-
60s.pdf 
 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/4-1970-
80s.pdf 
 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/5-1990-
2000s.pdf 
 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/9-
traditional-vs-progressive-gender-norms.pdf 
 
 
Although they are not on the set list of theorists you must know for A level, conducting research 
on Naomi Wolf and Angela McRobbie would provide you with a wider understanding of gender 
representation and feminism. 
 
 
I would also recommend reading: 1984; by George Orwell  

 

Regular 
viewing: 

Keep up to date with the news regularly: https://www.theguardian.com/uk/media 
 
The school subscribes to the following magazine (use the log in details below): 
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/media-magazine/ 
 
Make sure you log onto the Media bit! 
User name; Mediamuppet 
Password: Redcarpet 

 

A bit of fun: 

Where to start?  Below are a great range of media texts that you might want to engage with!  
 
 
Film 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-as-a-level/#tab_overview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qE-B_XkoAgQ
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/2-pre-1950s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/2-pre-1950s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/3-1950-60s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/3-1950-60s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/4-1970-80s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/4-1970-80s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/5-1990-2000s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/5-1990-2000s.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/9-traditional-vs-progressive-gender-norms.pdf
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2017-18/17-18_3-27/pdf/9-traditional-vs-progressive-gender-norms.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/media
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/media-magazine/


 '500 days of summer' for a narrative study: structure (open/closed, single/multi etc) and 

theory. 

 ‘Attack the Block’ for intertextuality as well as representations of young people.  

 Juno- great example of indie text and for representation of young people. 

TV 

 “Black Mirror” -for everything!  

 “The Newsroom” is just great writing and casting but also great for looking at news 

reporting (of real events) for a fictional news network/conglomerate- lots of talk about 

changing the way news is reported to increase viewing figures and maximising audiences VS 

staying true to channel identity.” –it’s also BRILLIANT!  

 ‘Killing Eve’ so good for industry and production choices, character & representation. 

Music Videos 

 This is America  

 Pharcyde 'Drop', followed by Coldplay 'The Scientist' and Alt J 'Breezeblocks' - all use 

footage in reverse. Great for narrative structure and discussions about developments in 

technology, technical processes and post production.  

Podcasts 

 The Media Podcast with Olly Man BBC Radio 4 – The Media Show  

 Media Masters Podcast (Particularly the episode with Alan Hunter from The Times)  

Books  

BFI has some great books...  

https://www.bfi.org.uk/explore-film-tv/bfi-books   

 

 

  

https://www.bfi.org.uk/explore-film-tv/bfi-books


Music 

Description of 
Subject: 

The A Level Music course extends the GCSE skills of performing, composing and listening in a 
way which emphasise their interdependence. Students perform a ‘live’ recital on their main 
instrument, compose two pieces and learn about a variety of musical genres through the 
study of set works. Students may perform on any instrument and in any musical styles and 
are encouraged to learn to play a wide range of music from folk, popular and classical 
tradition, to jazz and non-western genres. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Performing, composing and musical understanding (aural, dictation, writing about music). 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Edexcel AS and 
A Level Music 
Study Guide 

ISBN 
9781785581694 

A guide for all components, including an analysis of each 
set work 

Edexcel AS/A 
Level 
Anthology of 
Music - 
Edexcel AS/A 
Level Music 
2016 

ISBN: 
9781292118369 

An anthology of all the scores for every set work.  (We 
have a limited number of these at school for you to 
borrow if needed) 

Writing About 
Music 
Workbook 

ISBN 
9781906178383 

A guide about analysing and discussing music in depth. 

History of 
Music 
(Cambridge 
Assignments in 
Music) 

ISBN-10: 
0521336813 

A guide to the periods of music and recognition of styles 
and characteristics. 

ABRSM: THE 
AB GUIDE TO 
MUSIC 
THEORY, PART 
I 

ISBN 
9781854724465 

A useful book containing detailed information on 
different theoretical elements of music.  Perfect if you 
are working towards grade 5 theory. 

Heinemann 
Advanced 
Music Student 
Book 

ISBN-10: 
0435812580 

An excellent book covering all aspects of the course 
including appraising, composing and performance. 

Harmony in 
Practice 
(ABRSM), 
Anna 
Butterworth 

ISBN-10: 
1854728334 

A thorough explanation of harmonic practices.  Perfect 
to support composing and chorale writing. 

Aural Matters - 
A Student's 
Guide to Aural 
Perception at 
Advanced 
Level 

ISBN-10: 
0946535221 

A guide to aural training.  Recognising and identifying 
musical elements in a variety of styles.  No need to buy, 
we have plenty of copies at school! 

Other recommendations: 

The story of 
Music – 

ISBN-10: 
0099587173 

He also did Howard Goodall’s Big bangs which I have a 
copy of if you want to borrow.  And BBC the story of 
music. 



Howard 
Goodall.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVgPm-Kji5g 
all 6 available on YouTube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOuHKlpkOmE 
Also, each episode currently available on YouTube 

How music 
works by John 
Powell 

ISBN-10: 
1846143152 

 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

 http://www.choraleguide.com/  - An excellent tool explaining all the aspects of Bach 
chorales.   

 https://www.classicfm.com/  - Lots of information on different composers, periods and 
styles of music. 

 https://parkstone.musicfirst.co.uk/app/ - Focus on sound is a fantastic tool containing 
information on instruments, periods and styles, theory and elements.  If you require log 
in details please contact the Music department who will be able to assist you. 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006tnxf -  See who is the composer of the week. 
 

A bit of fun: 

The Albert Hall is streaming various sessions throughout the current pandemic.  This is just one 
of many platforms offering virtual concerts, masterclasses and workshops: 
https://www.royalalberthall.com/tickets/series/royal-albert-home/ 
 
You could also explore YouTube for lots of tutorials on theory and composers. 
 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVgPm-Kji5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOuHKlpkOmE
http://www.choraleguide.com/
https://www.classicfm.com/
https://parkstone.musicfirst.co.uk/app/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006tnxf
https://www.royalalberthall.com/tickets/series/royal-albert-home/


Philosophy of Religion and Ethics  

Description of 
Subject: 

“Not thoughts to repeat, but how to think” is the aim of A Level Religion and Philosophy. 
Students learn to analyse logical arguments and develop critical thinking by challenging 
premises and offering alternative explanations. Much attention is paid to improving 
evaluative skills in order to present coherent, persuasive arguments which arrive at well-
informed judgements. 

 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Key skills that are needed at A Level that you will have been using at GCSE include: essay 
writing; analysis; synthesis; reasoning; evaluation; critical thinking; debate/discussion; 
empathy. 
 
Key concepts that you will need at A Level that you have used at GCSE: 

 Understanding the nature of God e.g. Omnipotence, Omniscience, Omnibenevolence, 

Eternal 

 Arguments for and against the existence of God, including the problem of evil, 

evolution, and intelligent design 

 The nature of Jesus – that he is both fully human and divine (god); he is God incarnate; 

his role in salvation; his role in the Trinity; his birth, life and death. 

 The roles of women in society and religion. 

 Arguments for and against euthanasia. 

 Religious attitudes towards sexual ethics; including marriage, divorce and 

homosexuality.  You will also need to consider how attitudes towards those issues 

impact on religious views on premarital and extramarital sex – you will most likely have 

covered these when looking at marriage and divorce.  

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Crash Course Philosophy: Watch the following episodes and then create a factsheet based on 
the key questions in each episode – What is Philosophy?  How do we make an argument in 
Philosophy? What is God like? 
 
Episode 1: What is Philosophy? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-
_52fGt5&index=1  
Episode 2: How to Argue – Philosophical Reasoning 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKEhdsnKKHs&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-
_52fGt5&index=2  
Episode 12: What is God like? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs_gY1K1AMU&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-
_52fGt5&index=12  
 
 
Some introductory books that might be useful are:  
 

 An Introduction to Philosophy and Ethics; by Mel Thompson 

 The God of Philosophy; by Roy Jackson 

 
Podcasts 
The free podcasts from Panpsycast are aimed at A Level students. Next to each episode I have 
noted which part of the course they are relevant to:  
https://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category  
 

 Plato (episode 1) – Philosophy 

 Aristotle (episode 2) - Philosophy 

 Aquinas (episode 4) - Ethics 

 Utilitarianism (episode 5) - Ethics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKEhdsnKKHs&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKEhdsnKKHs&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs_gY1K1AMU&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs_gY1K1AMU&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5&index=12
https://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category


 Kant (episode 6) - Ethics 

 Situation Ethics (episode 12) - Ethics 

 The Peter Singer Interview (episode 34) - Ethics 

 Christianity, Gender and Society (episode 45) – Developments in Christian Thought 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

Keep abreast of the news on a regular basis – make a note of any interesting philosophical or 
ethical issues you come across. 
 
Crash Course Philosophy on Youtube: This Youtube channel is brilliant for an introduction to the 
main arguments we will discuss in RP.  I recommend you dip in and out of this – pick ones that 
you think will interest you: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-
_52fGt5  
 
Pansycast: https://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category This is aimed at A Level students so 
you may find certain aspects challenging – see the section on online course above for where to 
start. 

 

A bit of fun: 

Books:  

 The Diving Bell and the Butterfly; by Jean-Dominique Bauby (an auto-biographical work 

about a man who has locked-in syndrome – there is a film version too) 

 Man’s Search for Meaning; by Viktor Frankl 

 Beyond God the Father; by Mary Daly 

 
On Netflix (if you have it): 
 

 The Good Place - A comedy series that explores many different ethical and philosophical 

concepts that we address at A Level, most notably the afterlife. 

 The Story of God with Morgan Freeman – a fascinating exploration of different religious 

concepts and questions.   

 Unorthodox – a series about a Jewish woman who tries to escape the patriarchal 
shackles of the community that she lives in. 

 
On BBC iPlayer: 

 Louis Theroux: Altered States – Choosing Death.  A fascinating glimpse into euthanasia 
in the USA. Bear in mind this is a distressing topic.  You may wish to choose to watch this 
with a parent, or not at all. https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bshjrp/louis-
theroux-altered-states-2-choosing-death  

 Sacred Wonders – a three-part series about religious sites around the world. Offers a 
fantastic insight into some iconic sites that we would normally not have access to. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0007fhl/sacred-wonders   

 Pilgrimage – a three-part documentary following a group of celebrities along the Sultans 
Trail, visiting many different religious sites on route. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gpbk/ad/pilgrimage-the-road-to-istanbul-
episode-1 

 Civilisation: Episode 4 – this episode is about religion and art. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p05xxvq3/civilisations-series-1-4-the-eye-of-
faith  

 
Films: 
There are many good films out there that cover topics that are relevant to RP, including: The 
Life of Pi; The Matrix; My Sister’s Keeper; The Giver. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY&list=PLq5rFUzhsrBXuE0wxECMeTYSV-_52fGt5
https://thepanpsycast.com/episodes-by-category
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bshjrp/louis-theroux-altered-states-2-choosing-death
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bshjrp/louis-theroux-altered-states-2-choosing-death
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0007fhl/sacred-wonders
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gpbk/ad/pilgrimage-the-road-to-istanbul-episode-1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000gpbk/ad/pilgrimage-the-road-to-istanbul-episode-1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p05xxvq3/civilisations-series-1-4-the-eye-of-faith
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p05xxvq3/civilisations-series-1-4-the-eye-of-faith


Physical Education  

Description of 
Subject: 

The course allows students to explore and enhance their own sporting ability whilst 
extending students’ knowledge relating to anatomy and physiology, socio-cultural, sports 
psychology, biomechanics and practical aspects of physical activity and sport. This 
specification creates confident, independent thinkers and effective decision makers who can 
operate effectively as individuals or as part of a team. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

 Team Work 

 Communication 

 Leadership (especially for the practical elements of the course) 

 Independent Learning & Research 

 Questioning & taking an active approach to discussion 

 Analysis & Evaluative skills. 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Reading 
 
Read:  Bounce; by Matthew Syed.  
 
Task 1: This book is based on a lot of the sports psychology and covered a lot of the topics that 
we will be studying. Please make notes on what Matthew Syed says about: 
 

i. The process of ‘chunking’ and ‘encoding’.  

ii. Mental preparation and positive imagery.  

iii. Memory (both implicit and explicit) 

iv. Skinner’s Theory  

v. Attention  
 
Task 2: The book also talks about some of the topics that we will study within the socio-cultural 
and contemporary studies part of the course. Please makes notes on Matthew Syed says about: 
 

i. EPO  

ii. Jesse Owens at the Berlin Olympic Games 1936.  

 
 
Podcasts 
‘The James Smith Podcast’ – James Smith is a personal trainer who talks about a lot of very 
interesting sporting topics. Please try and listen to the following: 

 #14 Supplements  

 #15 Measuring Body Fat 

 #17 Drugs  

 #18 Training v Exercise  

 
Youtube 
‘Wesley Davis’ OCR A Level PE videos are good to watch. Wesley Davis is quite possible the most 
knowledgeable and innovative teacher in the sports psychology and skill acquisition field at 
present. He is also a head marker for the A Level PE exam in these two sections. Safe to say he is 
fab, I do a lot of his courses (I’m a PE geek I know!!!) and learn so much. If you get a chance, 
please listen to the following and make notes. Your notes should focus on the specific content of 
the course that Wes talks about, for example key terminology. You could do these notes through 
a mind map or a leaflet, or just print off the slides and annotate or highlight them: 
Skill Acquisition  
o Classification of Skills - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D37Qlh-okDc&t=4s 

o Types of Practice - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OM9LL0VCLc&t=5s 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D37Qlh-okDc&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OM9LL0VCLc&t=5s


Socio-Cultural Studies 
o Pre Industrial – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nt6OtmOGvg8 

o Post Industrial - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOI4nOEjk4 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

None.  

A bit of fun: 

Have a go at completing some home work outs. Film yourself doing an adaptation of your 
sport – this will get you used to videoing yourself for the practical section, as well as being a 
bit of fun! 
 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nt6OtmOGvg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOI4nOEjk4


Physics  

Description of 
Subject: 

A level Physics gives you the opportunity to explore the phenomena of the universe and to 
look at theories that explain what is observed.  This subject combines practical skills with 
theoretical ideas to develop descriptions of the physical universe.  You will learn about 
everything from waves to transformers and many recent developments in fascinating topics, 
such as particle physics.  
If you are interested in the limits of space, the beginning of time and everything in between 
this is the subject for you. Physics won’t give you all the answers, but it will teach you how to 
ask the right questions, it is more than a subject – it trains your brain to think beyond 
boundaries. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Within the two year course we will revisit most topics from GCSE Physics (as well as studying 
a couple of new areas) so please keep hold of your folders. 
The main topics to review will be: 

 Motion, Forces 1 and Forces 2 (needed for a Year 12 topic area) 

 Energy 1 and 2 (needed for a Year 12 topic area) 

 Electricity (needed for a Year 12 topic area) 

 Waves 1, 2 and 3 (needed for a Year 12 topic area) 

 Radioactivity (needed for a Year 13 topic area) 

 Heat 2 (needed for a Year 13 topic area) 

 Electromagnetism and mains (needed for a Year 13 topic area) 

 Static electricity (needed for a Year 13 topic area) 

 
Mathematical skills are also a key part of the course so keep up to date with rearranging of 
equations and the calculations which follow, graph work - finding gradients and areas under 
the curve and recognising key SI units. We do support you in the Maths skills required but 
they are a key part of the course so it’s a good idea to continue practising!  
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

There is a wealth of readable physics books out there spread over many areas of interest so 
finding one to pick up and read shouldn’t be too much of a challenge! 
Some of our favourites are: 

 Six easy pieces; by Richard Feynman 

 A Short History of Nearly Everything; by Bill Bryson 

 Storm in a Teacup; by Helen Czerski 

 Physics of the Impossible; by Michio Kaku 

 The Elegant Universe; by Brian Greene 

 In Search of Schrodinger's Cat; by John Gribbin 

 Alex’s Adventures in Numberland; by Alex Bellos (a good one to support the 
Mathematical parts of the course) 

 
There are lots of great websites and YouTube videos are available to help you that do not 
require a subscription or registration to access: 

 https://particleadventure.org/ 

 http://www.iop.org/ 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vsAY-tp9js&list=PL5D99A319E129A5B7 

 https://www.khanacademy.org/science/physics 

 https://www.alevelphysicsonline.com/ 

 https://isaacphysics.org/ 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

 Physics world magazine 

 New Scientist magazine 

 BBC Sky at Night (if interested in Astrophysics) 

 Physics Today 

https://particleadventure.org/
http://www.iop.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vsAY-tp9js&list=PL5D99A319E129A5B7
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/physics
https://www.alevelphysicsonline.com/
https://isaacphysics.org/


A bit of fun: 

http://www.sixtysymbols.com/ 
 
https://home.cern/science/accelerators/large-hadron-collider 
 
Many video games rely on Physics to make them realistic - play a few and see which are best 
at this (some break the laws of Physics both subtly and very obviously) 
 

 

  

http://www.sixtysymbols.com/
https://home.cern/science/accelerators/large-hadron-collider


Politics  

Description of 
Subject: 

The first year of study is of the political and government systems of the United Kingdom, as 
well as starting to look at the core ideologies of conservatism, socialism and liberalism. The 
second year involves a study of the political system in the USA both as an individual topic and 
in making comparison with the UK system of government. We also look at the development 
of feminism as an ideology. A wide range of teaching and learning styles are deployed 
including lectures, discussions, debates and group activities. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

N/A 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

 How it Works – Parliament, Government, Democracy & You - An overview of key 

concepts and processes in the British political system. This is a useful basis for a lot of 

the Year 12 course on UK government. 

https://assets-learning.parliament.uk/uploads/2019/12/How-it-Works-booklet.pdf 
 
This is also supported by a few video clips: 
How laws are made?:  
https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/how-laws-are-made/ 
 
What is the House of Commons?:  
https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/what-is-the-house-of-commons-video/ 
 
Who is in the House of Lords?:  
https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/who-is-in-the-house-of-lords/ 
 

 Find your MP – Visit https://members.parliament.uk/constituencies/ and enter your 

postcode, this will bring up the MP that represents the constituency (area) you live in. If 

you click on them you will be able to see their voting record in Parliament, which 

committees they have been part of, etc. Then enter their name into Google and click the 

‘news’ tab – what stories have there been about them? Select a couple of stories to read 

in more detail; do different media outlets present them in different ways 

(positively/negatively)? Think about whether if there was an election tomorrow – would 

you vote for this person? Why or why not? 

 

 Brexit Explained – Watch the short video as a reminder of what happened and what is 

yet to come: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBRcg05rzHs 

 

 What is politics? A good introductory section of a course to get you thinking about the 

impact and importance of Politics. Do not sign up. Just go through section 1 (1.1-1.3) – 

this includes a few questions to think about in reference to some major world events, 

and some questions to reflect on after watching a video about different people’s views 

on politics. 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/what-politics/content-section-1 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

The Politics Review Magazine - A useful publication which will we can order for you next 
year. In the meantime some articles and extras are available online for free here: 
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/magazines/magazines-extras/politics-review-extras 
 
I recommend you to have a read of -  
- UK politics: The workings of the UK executive from Volume 29 Number 4 

- Poster: Forty years of prime-ministerial power, 1979–2019 from Volume 29 Number 3 

https://assets-learning.parliament.uk/uploads/2019/12/How-it-Works-booklet.pdf
https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/how-laws-are-made/
https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/what-is-the-house-of-commons-video/
https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/who-is-in-the-house-of-lords/
https://members.parliament.uk/constituencies/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBRcg05rzHs
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/what-politics/content-section-1
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/magazines/magazines-extras/politics-review-extras
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/magazine-extras/Politics%20Review/Pol%20Rev%20Vol%2029%20No%204/PoliticsReview29_4_UK_executive_relations.pptx?ext=.pptx
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/magazine-extras/Politics%20Review/Pol%20Rev%20Vol%2029%20No%203/PoliticsReview29_3_Poster.pdf?ext=.pdf


A bit of fun: 

MP for a Week - Become an MP for a week in this online game, can you balance the 
demands of Parliament with the demands of keeping your constituents happy?  
https://www.parliament.uk/mpforaweek  
 

 

  

https://www.parliament.uk/mpforaweek


Product Design: Materials (mixed classes held at Poole GS) 

Description of 
Subject: 

Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. This 2 year A-level course 
encourages learners to use creativity and imagination when applying iterative design processes 
to develop and modify designs, and to design and make prototypes that solve real-world 
problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Learners will be expected to take every opportunity to integrate and apply their understanding 
and knowledge from other subject areas studied during KS4, with a particular focus on Science 
and Mathematics (STEM subjects), and those subjects they are studying alongside A-level Design 
and Technology. 
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Have a go at some of the following suggested activities: 
 

 Look at the specification on line: EDUQAS A-level Design Technology. Look at the AS/A2 
requirements: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/kclpvixc/a-level-design-and-technology-
specification.pdf (Make sure to focus on section 2.2 Product Design). 

 Your house is full of products, good and bad.  Pick a good one and explain why it is 
good/works well.  Pick a bad one and explain how it could be improved. 

 Look at the furniture in your home and try to identify how old it is - Are there any 
‘antiques’?  How do they differ from a ‘modern’ product? 

 Visit the the Design Museum website: https://designmuseum.org/  Look at the current 
featured designer and write down any thoughts you have. 

 Research two famous designers and identify an iconic design that they have designed. 
Create an information page. What do you think of their designs? 

 Make a list of 10 different products.  Find out where these products were manufactured, 
why are they manufactured there? 

 What is the definition of ‘quality’?  Name a quality product. 

 What does WEEE mean?  Do you care?  Where would you go to conform to the WEEE 2006 
directive? 

 Research what the ‘greenest car’ in production at the moment is. Is it diesel, petrol, hybrid, 
electric? Take into account production of the car and use during its life. 

 Research the ‘right to repair’ and explain what it means for the consumer. How does this 
apply with regard to a washing machine? 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

 Look at the Stuff website: https://www.stuff.tv/  Read the reviews of a new product. 

 Watch the Gadget Show. 

 Read and highlight anything interesting in a broadsheet weekend newspapers ‘design’ or 
‘technology’ supplement. 

 

A bit of fun: 

 Look at this week’s TV schedule and find a design related programme.  Watch/record it 
and comment on it.  Even Grand Designs.  Chanel4/More4. 

 Enter a design competition – in a local paper, national, international competition.  This 
could be writing, product design or anything. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/kclpvixc/a-level-design-and-technology-specification.pdf
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/kclpvixc/a-level-design-and-technology-specification.pdf
https://designmuseum.org/
https://www.stuff.tv/


Psychology  

Description of 
Subject: 

The A Level Psychology course is a fun, embracing yet challenging qualification. It will 
develop your thinking skills and vastly expand your knowledge of human behaviour. You will 
develop a number of skills including analytical thinking, communication and problem solving, 
as well as exploring questions such as: 
 

 Does prison really change criminal behaviour? 

 Why do we forget? 

 Do your childhood relationships influence your adult ones? 

 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

 Ability to do independent research 

 Essay writing skills 

 Evaluation skills 

 Understanding of basic Maths such as fractions, ratios and use of graphs 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Complete any 2 of the 3 following activities. They are aimed at helping you gain an 
understanding of some of the key concepts in Psychology. 
 
 
Task One – Approaches in Psychology 
 
There are some core approaches to Psychology that you need to know for your A level – they are 
different ways of explaining human behaviours. Some of these are listed below. Your job is to 
research them using the internet (Wikipedia, while sometimes untrustworthy, is very good for 
this! There are also plenty of great videos on YouTube you can watch). You should find out: What 
does this phrase mean? How might it explain human behaviour? Identify one key researcher 
from this area – and why are they famous. 

 The Behaviourist Approach 

 The Social Learning Theory Approach 

 The Cognitive Approach 

 The Biological Approach 

 Optional extension: The Psychodynamic Approach & Humanistic Approach 
 
 
Task Two – Psychological History 
 
You need to create an A4 Psychological History timeline. On your timeline you should include a 
number of features such as the ones below (but not necessarily ONLY these). To make a high 
quality timeline, you will need to do some additional research into what each of the events 
actually refers to – and why it might have been important to the development of Psychology. 

 The Curious Case of Phineas Gage 

 Wilhelm Wundt’s Psychology Lab 

 The foundation of the American Psychological Association 

 Sigmund Freud publishes “The Interpretation of Dreams” 

 Pavlov’s Dog Studies are published 

 Carl Rogers publishes “Counselling and Psychotherapy” 

 The first use of a brain scan in Psychological research. 
 
These two websites will be of great help to you in completing this task:  
https://allpsych.com/timeline/ 
http://allpsych.com/biographies/ 
 
 
 

https://allpsych.com/timeline/
http://allpsych.com/biographies/


Task Three – Researching Psychological Disorders 
 
Explore some psychology in the real world by looking at two of the disorders listed below. For 
each, you should create a short fact file using the following headings: What is the disorder? 
What are the psychological causes? How do psychologists treat this disorder?  
If you would like to, you can complete more than two! 

 Depression 

 Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder (OCD) 

 Dissociative Identity Disorder (DID) 

 Anorexia Nervosa 

 Schizophrenia 

 Agoraphobia 

 Antisocial Personality Disorder (APD) 

 Obesity 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

Published by the British Psychological Society since 2003, the Research Digest showcases 
psychological science while also casting a critical eye over its methods. Their aim is to write 
accessible, accurate blog posts on those psychology studies that make an important 
contribution, that are relevant to real life, timely, novel, or thought-provoking. They strive to 
write in a style that educates, entertains and generates interest, but without resorting to 
hype. It includes articles to read and podcasts to listen to: 
 
https://digest.bps.org.uk/ 

 

A bit of fun: 

Find out what kind of friend you are: 
https://psychcentral.com/quizzes/personality-quiz/ 
 
Visual illusions to try: 
https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/games/riddles/illusions/index.htm 
https://www.optics4kids.org/illusions 

 

 

  

http://www.bps.org.uk/
https://digest.bps.org.uk/
https://psychcentral.com/quizzes/personality-quiz/
https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/games/riddles/illusions/index.htm
https://www.optics4kids.org/illusions


Sociology 

Description of 
Subject: 

Why is the issue of mental health so topical today?  
Is educational achievement affected by gender, ethnicity or social class?  
What is the link between globalisation and terrorism? 
 
If investigating questions like these sounds interesting then Sociology may be for you. This 
course combines the study of contemporary social issues and trends in behaviour with 
sociological theory and research. You have the opportunity to explore these issues via 
debate, individual and group research, problem solving and discussion. 
 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

Note taking 
Discussion 
Awareness of topical issues in the news 
 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

Our Key Text Book for Year 12 is Ken Browne  
Currently £10.37 at Wordery.  I do have copies, but if you want your own – 
this is a bargain price, usually £20.  If you decide to get one, have a read of 
Chapter 1. 
 
 
Having an awareness of current affairs is essential.  You could create yourself a digital 
scrapbook. Collect stories linked to Education, Health (obviously a lot on this at present), 
Belief or Crime. Look for stories which link the issues with particular groups; age, class, 
gender or ethnicity. Check in once per week to update: 
 
BBC News - www.bbc.co.uk 
Sky News https://news.sky.com/uk 
 

Regular 
viewing: 

Sociology Review Magazine – this is a link to a free copy of the magazine so you can take a look 
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/Magazines/Sample Articles/April 
2020/Sociology-Review-29-4-Sample.pdf 
 

A bit of fun: 
 
Watch – Educating the East End - on www.channel4.com    particularly episodes 1 and 2. 
 

 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://news.sky.com/uk
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/Magazines/Sample%20Articles/April%202020/Sociology-Review-29-4-Sample.pdf
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/Magazines/Sample%20Articles/April%202020/Sociology-Review-29-4-Sample.pdf
http://www.channel4.com/


Spanish (mixed classes held at both sites)  

Description of 
Subject: 

Spanish is an interactive subject with a focus on oral and written communication. The 
inclusion of Spanish Music, Film, Art, Literature and unique festivals provides a window into 
Spain and Spanish-speaking countries’ culture, its people and their attitudes. Any modern 
foreign language at A Level is lively and demanding, providing an enjoyable challenge. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

 The ability to give and justify opinions.  

 Using verbs and tenses (present, preterite and imperfect, future, conditional and high 
frequency irregular verbs) with increasing accuracy.  

 Awareness of subjunctive. 

 Comprehension of written and spoken texts on a wide range of topics: some overlap 
with GCSE including personal relationships, social issues, global issues, festivals in 
Spanish speaking countries. 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

a) Familiarise yourself with the A level Specification  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692 
 
 
b) Revision of key grammar from GCSE using GCSE revision guides & websites below. 

Revise and be confident with the following grammar points:  
● Present tense regular, irregular and stem changing 

● Past tenses (preterite, imperfect, perfect)  

● Future tense (near future and simple future) 

● you singular, you plural and you polite forms 

 
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/spanishindex.html 
https://conjuguemos.com/activities/spanish/verb/1 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z4dqxnb 
https://www.spanishdict.com/guide 
 
 

c) Online Listening Practice. Use the website below, find extracts that interest you (even 

from the beginners’ level), then listen to and read the text/translation and complete the 

activities to reinforce the language used. https://www.teachvid.com/resources  

 
d)  Keep your own vocabulary book for new expressions you come across. You could order 

it alphabetically, by topic area, and make flash cards.  

 
e) Use online dictionaries 

https://www.wordreference.com/ 
https://www.spanishdict.com/guide 
https://www.rae.es/ 

Regular 
viewing: 

Get used to following the Spanish news at least once per week.  
Look at the www.bbc.com/mundo for BBC reporting in Spanish. Click on Videos for clips and 
reports in Spanish 
Look at the https://www.rtve.es/ Spanish public TV channel 
Digital newspapers:  
www.elpais.com 
www.eldiario.es 
www.elmundo.es 
 
If your school subscription has a subscription to Viva! (Pearson Active Learn account) then 
continue to use this to review KS4 learning Pay special attention to topics on family, music, 
cinema, food, festivals and traditions: They are the foundations of some of the AS topics. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/spanishindex.html
https://conjuguemos.com/activities/spanish/verb/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z4dqxnb
https://www.spanishdict.com/guide
https://www.teachvid.com/resources
https://www.wordreference.com/
https://www.spanishdict.com/guide
https://www.rae.es/
http://www.bbc.com/mundo
https://www.rtve.es/
http://www.elpais.com/
http://www.eldiario.es/
http://www.elmundo.es/


A bit of fun: 

TV & Film:  
Check Netflix and other platforms for films, series and documentaries in Spanish 
A-Level films. Choose one of the following movies to watch over the summer: 

• Volver (Pedro Almodóvar, 2006) 
• El Laberinto del Fauno (Guillermo del Toro, 2006) 
• María llena eres de gracia (Joshua Marston, 2004) 
• Abel (Diego Luna, 2010 
• Las 13 Rosas (Emilio Martínez-Lázaro, 2007) 

 
Music:  
Find a Spanish song/band/artist you like and complete the gap fills until you can complete 
‘advanced’ (or even ‘expert’?!) https://lyricstraining.com/es/ 

Social Media: 

 Start a collection of Spanish language memes 

 Find out who the current social media influencers are in Spain and other Spanish 
speaking countries 

 Follow a range of Spanish social media accounts related to your own hobbies and 
interests 

Literature:  
Download the ‘Parallel Books’ app to read some literary classics in two languages. 
 
Geography and interesting facts:  
Spend 10 minutes a day trying to learn about all Spanish speaking countries: 
 
Spain: 

o regions (comunidades autónomas) https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3005 
o provinces https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3240 
o provinces capital cities https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3077 

 
Spanish speaking countries in 

o North and Central America https://online.seterra.com/en/l/nam 
o South America https://online.seterra.com/en/l/sam 

 
Research about one of the 21 Spanish speaking countries in the world learn about its 
geography, capital and other important cities, landscapes, traditions and festivals, sports, 
history society and politics, art, any aspects that interest you. 
 
Other: Complete some Language Immersion Challenges 

 Listen to the radio Spanish for 5 minutes 5 days a week for 4 consecutive weeks. Keep a 

radio diary (below) with detailed notes at least once during each week. There are several 

radio stations that stream online, there are iPhone apps and channels can also be found on 

digital radios. 

 Find a recipe online and try it out following the instructions in Spanish. Note down the level 

of difficulty and the result (yours and someone else’s opinion). 

 Find out about a residential language course that is available for 16 year olds to improve 

their language skills in a Spanish speaking country. Write the details, including 

accommodation, extra activities, trips and cost. 

 Change your mobile phone set up to Spanish for four weeks. 

 

 

 

https://lyricstraining.com/es/
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3005
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3240
https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3077
https://online.seterra.com/en/l/nam
https://online.seterra.com/en/l/sam


Theatre Studies (mixed classes held at both sites)  

Description of 
Subject: 

Theatre Studies is a unique A Level. The course offers a broad foundation in both the theory 
and practice of Theatre from Classical Greek Theatre to cutting edge contemporary writing 
and production through a combination of academic study, practical workshop and 
performance to a live audience. 

Key GCSE 
Concepts and 
Skills for the A 
Level course: 

You will learn to analyse how production and performance skills can communicate meaning, 
through: live/digital theatre; as a performer/ director in practical workshop and performance; 
study and exploration of a broad repertoire of texts, devising theatre and investigation of 
theatre companies and directors in the 20th and 21st Century. You will develop your 
acting/directing skills through the course, and reflect on the development of your craft and what 
has influenced you. You will work independently, in groups, and take charge of your learning 
under the guidance of your teachers. There will be a lot of scope for the journey you take, and 
the texts and practitioners you choose, and the skills you want to develop. Theatre Studies 
students are very driven and engaged and work collaboratively to become a highly successful 
team. 

 

Recommended 
reading/tasks: 

 Read Antigone by Sophocles (full PDF: https://msu.edu/~tyrrell/antigone.pdf). 

 Research Ancient Greek Theatre (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSRLK7SogvE). 

 If you can find a copy online read Metamorphosis by Steven Berkoff based on the novel by 

Franz Kafka or read the original short story ‘Metamorphosis’ by Kafka: 

(https://www.gutenberg.org/files/5200/5200-h/5200-h.htm) 

 Research Berkoff’s Total Theatre: http://totaltheatre.org.uk/archive/features/berkoff-

berkoff and Kafka’s expressionistic work (watch TED talk on ‘Kafkaesque’): 

https://www.google.com/search?q=ted+talk+kafkaesque&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-

GBGB825GB825&oq=TED+talk+Kafkaesque&aqs=chrome.0.0.11412j1j4&sourceid=chrome

&ie=UTF-8 

 Watch online performances of these plays – you will find excerpts on YouTube and a full 

production of Antigone on the National Theatre Online Library (for login details see ‘Regular 

viewing’ box below).  

 Research the theatre practitioners listed below. The National Theatre Online Library and 

Crash Course Drama and Theatre on YouTube are good sources for starters: 

(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtONXALkeh5uisZqrAcPKCee Frantic 

Assembly and Kneehigh also have their own websites with lots of resources and clips to look 

at. See the links in the next section below. 

o Constantin Stanislavski 
o Bertolt Brecht 
o Katie Mitchell 
o Frantic Assembly 
o Kneehigh Theatre Company 

 
Suggested written tasks: 

 You could create a double sided fact sheet on each practitioner. 
 Or write a review of a theatre production you have previously seen. Compare it with 

a published review online. Did you focus on similar issues as the critic? Do you think 

the critic was fair? 

 

 
Read the following plays to give you a head start on play choices for your scripted performance 
projects: note that these texts are suitable for 16+ only 

 Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett 

Link to online script: 
(http://www.napavalley.edu/people/LYanover/Documents/English%20121/English%20121

https://msu.edu/~tyrrell/antigone.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSRLK7SogvE
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/5200/5200-h/5200-h.htm
http://totaltheatre.org.uk/archive/features/berkoff-berkoff
http://totaltheatre.org.uk/archive/features/berkoff-berkoff
https://www.google.com/search?q=ted+talk+kafkaesque&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBGB825GB825&oq=TED+talk+Kafkaesque&aqs=chrome.0.0.11412j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=ted+talk+kafkaesque&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBGB825GB825&oq=TED+talk+Kafkaesque&aqs=chrome.0.0.11412j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=ted+talk+kafkaesque&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBGB825GB825&oq=TED+talk+Kafkaesque&aqs=chrome.0.0.11412j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtONXALkeh5uisZqrAcPKCee
http://www.napavalley.edu/people/LYanover/Documents/English%20121/English%20121%20Samuel%20%20Beckett%20Waiting%20for%20Godot.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3uOI3hlz8ongeh94pzEnyBFAciRzXiTmxTK1QvfXlev9cFSI_arkIaTNQ


%20Samuel%20%20Beckett%20Waiting%20for%20Godot.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3uOI3hlz8ongeh9
4pzEnyBFAciRzXiTmxTK1QvfXlev9cFSI_arkIaTNQ 

 The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui by Bertolt Brecht 

Full play and research resources: https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/the-resistible-
rise-of-arturo-ui-student-editions-iid-128433 (Use the National Theatre Online Library login 
details in the ‘Regular viewing’ box) 

 Monsters by Niklas Radstrom – no e-script available 

 Pool No Water by Mark Ravenhill  

Full play and resources: https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/pool-no-water-iid-
15055 (Use the National Theatre Online Library login details in the ‘Regular viewing’ box) 

 Punk Rock by Simon Stephens 

Full play and resources: https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/punk-rock-iid-12967 
 

 

Regular 
viewing: 

National Theatre Online Library: 
Your access details are:  https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com  
Username: 7Zg%7Oj%    
Password: 5Ji)1Hb% 
 
Kneehigh Theatre Company: 
You can access the cookbook via this link: https://kneehighcookbook.co.uk/  
The password for the all production recordings is: KneehighCookbook2020 
 
Frantic Assembly: 
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-digital 
 
Gecko Theatre: 
www.geckotheatre.com 
 
6 series Master Cast hosted by playwright Simon Stephens on Twitter:  
hubs.ly/H0pQhgm0! 

 

A bit of fun: 

I challenge you to the warm ups listed below. A Level Theatre Studies is not actor training but 
you are expected to use advanced physical and vocal skills to professional level in final 
performance work. Your body is your instrument (Stanislavsky) so keep it tuned and know 
your areas of strength, weakness and areas for personal development as a young artist. 

 Physical shake out: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et0RGcrgkpA 

 Physical Dynamic: https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-digital/frantic-digital-
bburnout 

 Physical soft: https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-digital/lovesong 

 Physical limber: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FWAUncAvv4 

 Breathing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tc-_hoG4nec 

 Vocal articulation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRdFtrv2yGA 
Vocal resonance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBoOyCLlCcU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.napavalley.edu/people/LYanover/Documents/English%20121/English%20121%20Samuel%20%20Beckett%20Waiting%20for%20Godot.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3uOI3hlz8ongeh94pzEnyBFAciRzXiTmxTK1QvfXlev9cFSI_arkIaTNQ
http://www.napavalley.edu/people/LYanover/Documents/English%20121/English%20121%20Samuel%20%20Beckett%20Waiting%20for%20Godot.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3uOI3hlz8ongeh94pzEnyBFAciRzXiTmxTK1QvfXlev9cFSI_arkIaTNQ
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/the-resistible-rise-of-arturo-ui-student-editions-iid-128433
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/the-resistible-rise-of-arturo-ui-student-editions-iid-128433
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/pool-no-water-iid-15055
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/pool-no-water-iid-15055
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/punk-rock-iid-12967
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/
https://kneehighcookbook.co.uk/
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-digital
https://t.co/wlP3SPKfQq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et0RGcrgkpA
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-digital/frantic-digital-bburnout
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-digital/frantic-digital-bburnout
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/frantic-digital/lovesong
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FWAUncAvv4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tc-_hoG4nec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRdFtrv2yGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBoOyCLlCcU


Appendix i: Further Online Tools 

 

Below is a list of websites that offer online learning resources but require registration before use. The school has not 

verified in any way how these companies promoting online learning resources use, store or process personal data.  There 

is no contract between the school and these companies and no GDPR check has been made on these companies by the 

school. 

 

Future Learn https://www.futurelearn.com/  Offer a wide range of free online courses across a wide 
range of subjects. You can check the subject 
specifications from the exam board of your chosen 
subject for guidance on which courses might be most 
benefit. 
  

Open Learn https://www.open.edu/openle
arn/free-courses/full-catalogue  

Offer a wide range of free online courses across a wide 
range of subjects. You can check the subject 
specifications from the exam board of your chosen 
subject for guidance on which courses might be most 
benefit. 
 

Berliner Philharmoniker https://www.berliner-
philharmoniker.de/en/titelgesc
hichten/20192020/digital-
concert-hall/  

You can watch a range of different concerts by the 
Berlin Philharmonic (arguably the world’s finest 
orchestra) available online for free at the moment. 
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