
AQA German A-Level

- what you need to 
know about the course
- assessment details
- topics to be covered
- typical activities
- students’ work
- students’ comments 
- how this course will 
benefit you overall



What topics will we cover?

• Aspects of German-speaking society Y12
• Artistic Culture Y12
• Multi-culturalism Y13
• Political Life in the German-speaking 

World Y13

These topics build on what you have done at
GCSE but also mean that A Level German is 
so much more than just a Language!



Y12 Topics – in detail

Aspects of German-speaking society 
Y12

• The changing state of the family 

• The digital world 

• Youth Culture – fashion & trends, music 
& television 



Y12 Topics – in detail

Artistic Culture Y12

• Festivals & Traditions 

• Art & Architecture 

• Cultural Life in Berlin: past & present



Y13 Topics – in detail

Multi-culturalism Y13

• Immigration 

• Integration 

• Racism 



Y13 Topics – in detail

Political Life in the German-speaking 
World Y13

• Germany and the EU 

• Politics and Youth 

• German Reunification and the 
consequences 



What topics will we cover?

In addition you must study 1 text and 
1 film OR 2 texts from a prescribed 
list.

All questions will require a critical appreciation of the 
concepts and issues covered in the work and a critical and 
analytical response to features such as the form and the 
techniques of presentation (e.g. the effect of narrative voice 
in a prose text or camera work in a film).

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per 
essay.



Film Y12 / Literature Y13

Goodbye Lenin or Das Leben der 
Anderen

Franz Kafka – die Verwandlung



How will you be assessed?

• At the end of the course, there are 3 papers:

• Paper 1: Listening, Reading & Translation 2h30 
- 50% 

• Paper 2: 2 Essays 2h – 20%

• Paper 3: Speaking 16-18min + 5min prep – 30%

Stimulus card (1 theme, 5mins) 

Research project (Present & Discuss, 12mins)



What sort of activities will you do?

There is lots of variety and we regularly practise the 4 
language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. 
You will:

- Listen to songs
- Watch video clips
- Read news articles, poetry, literature
- Have a weekly conversation session with a native 

speaker
- Analyse visual data such as graphs
- Deliver Presentations
- Explore current issues, explain trends, give & 

defend opinions
- Visit Berlin if possible



Samples of Student’s Work: 
exploring family relationships







What do our A level students think? 
Why did they choose German?

I'm taking Geography, French, and German because I love 
languages and hopefully, I'll be able to study some 
combination of them at Uni. I wanted to take German 
because I really enjoyed the GCSE and I realised that, even if 
I don't study Languages, it will be invaluable for any future 
jobs. I did find it hard in places and I still do find it difficult, 
but I love it and try to persevere when it's tough. The 
teachers are awesome, and having lessons at Poole 
Grammar too is nice, though it's a bit disorientating to start 
with!



What do our A level students think? 
Why did they choose German?

As I hope to study and live abroad in 
the future, taking a Language at A-
Level is really useful for me. A-Level 
German incorporates quite a few 
subjects other than the German 
language and grammar itself - there 
are aspects of Literature and 
Sociology in German-speaking 
countries - which is what makes it so 
enjoyable and interesting.

I chose German A-level as I enjoyed the 
subject at GCSE and hope that one day, I will 
be able to live in a German-speaking country. 
Our German class is small, which is amazing 
as we get individual time with our teachers 
and we are all amazing friends and can help 
each other out. My other subjects are English 
Lit and Sociology and I think I want to study 
Law at university. Studying a Language at A-
level is much more rewarding than most 
other subjects as it is used in real life, 
universities value it, and we get to go to the 
boy's school which is fun!



What do our A level students think? 
Why did they choose German?

For my A-levels I chose to do German, 
philosophy, and ancient history. I decided 
to do a language at A-level as I'm thinking 
of continuing it at university. So far A-level 
German is more challenging than at GCSE, 
but definitely not too difficult and far 
more interesting. I would absolutely 
recommend German A-level to anyone 
interested in travelling or working in 
Europe, or with an interest in Germany and 
its culture.



Where can I go with this?

• Having a language A-level could fit nicely into 
many different career paths. 

• You may wish to become a teacher or 
translator, work in the travel and tourism 
industry, go into engineering or 
pharmaceuticals. Perhaps a career in law, 
politics or journalism interests you?

• As you have seen, studying German is so much 
more than the study of the language; you will 
learn about sociology, history, politics, culture 
and the arts.



Still need convincing…?

Germany is the world’s 
third-largest exporter.

Germany economy is the 
biggest in Europe, and is 

comparable to all the 
world’s Spanish-speaking 

countries combined.



Still need convincing…?

68% of all Japanese students 
learn German….what do they 

know that we don’t!?

German is the second most 
common language on the 

internet.

The world-leader in green 
technology is….Germany!

German is the language of Goethe, Marx, Nietzsche, Kafka, 
Mann, Brecht, Freud, Einstein, Heisenberg, Kant, Hegel, 
Heidegger, Mozart, Bach, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, 

Wagner, Mahler, Schoenberg, Luther…..

German is the second 
most commonly used 

scientific language in the 
world.

Germany ranks 3rd in the world 
for patent applications. Which 

country has developed the first 
Covid-19 vaccine with successful 

results?




