Politics at Parkstone
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What will | learne

Areas of Study: Year 12
UK Politics Unit
Students will study 4 politics topics within this unit:

Democracy and Participation
Electoral Systems

Political Parties

Voter Behaviour

UK Government Unit
Section A: UK Government
Students will study 4 topics within this unit:

The Constitution

Parliament

Prime Minister and the Executive

Relations between the Branches of Government

Summer Term: Students will begin to study their Core
Political ideas such as Conservatism/ Liberalism and
Socialism

Areqas of Study: Year 13

US Politics:

Year 13 will focus on American politics and will draw
comparisons between the American Systems and the
British Systems looked at in Year 12. The core topics
are:

« The US Constitution and federalism

« US Congress

« US Presidency

« US Supreme Court and US civil rights

« US democracy and participation

« Comparative theories.

Non-Core Political ideas:
Students will also study feminism as their political idea
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How will | be taughte

Students will be taught in a range of ways including:

Teacher led activities and Q+A

Watching an engaging with news and current affairs
Graphs and Diagrams to draw and analyse

Debates and discussion feature heavily

Listening to politics podcasts

Group/ Pair work
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Guided Reading activities



Examples of students work
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Question: Evaluate the extont 1o which the executive has bocome less powerful in relation to pariament. (30 marks)

JUDGEMENT: Althougrh it can be argued that the executive has become less poveerful, the powar actually les in the executive's handling of external factors. If there is
eifective managoment of factors such as the media, cabinet, policy, and the power of the PM, the executive can wiold more power than parliament as & whole.

ﬂom Loss of prevogative powers \

- Ovor timo, the PM has lost some of
its prerogative powers, due to the
formation of new laws / conventions

The Fixed Term Parlinment Act
(2011) removed the PM's powor to
call an election - the Hol can force a
PM to call an election after § years

- Blair's reaction 1o the Iraq War
(2001) now means that the PN has o
have military intervention ratified by
packiament / cabinet

- This reduces the powers of the PM
in comparison 1o partiament, as less
powers are now oxclugive to the P
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Counter Argument

- Yot many oxclusivo powers are still
granted o the PM - thoy can control
their ministers’ positions and can
shape cabinat in a way to establish
thelr powor further
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Lirk to Conclusion (Thread)
Although power has been reduced,
the PM's use of their prerogative
\ powers allows them to have moroe
\pcv.ox than pariament overall

/ncm NST: Executive policy \ l/ron: Minority governmaents \ //J\CAINST: The PM’s status as \

- The exocutive has the key power
to decide and implemont policy

- The PM sets the parliamentary
agenda and controls cabinet
meetings - cabinct docides policy

- Some PMs use bilateral meetings
1o decide policy = more
concentrated powor of individuals

- Blair's sofa government meant that
no major decisions woro mado in
cabinet - Millenium Dome - agreed
without cabinet approval -
similarly, the coalition usad ‘The
Quad' to make key polioy docisions

Counter Argument

Parliament has to ultimately ratify
the decisions made by tho
executive - also, the BEBC conlrols
30 days of the Pariiamentary
agenda - reduced power for PM

Link to Conclusion (Throad)
The Pid can dominate in parlament
sessions, as policies brought
ferward by the BBBC can be
cancelled oat by gov. policy

= In recent yours, thoro have beon
several minority govs. meaning that
the exocutiva's power is reduced as
the governmont lacks a mandate

=~ Theresa May's Brexit deal was
rejected by partiament three times
- this Jed 1o & volte of no confidence

= The lack of majority means that
tho governmont doasn’t have
logitimacy = policy isn't passod

- Thia can also allow pariiament to
exert their power againat the
executive by rejecting a Bill made
by the governing pasty
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- Johrson's government has a
majority of 80 seats provides him
with a strong mandate - this
allowed his Withdrawal Bill to pasa
through Pacliament

| Link to Conclusion (
¥ the exoeoutive o
legitimacy, their mandate will allow
/\ them to have the power 10 easily
\P"‘ through their legislation
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'First Among Equals’

- This can be rogarded as a
presidential quality, as this often
means that the media spotlight falls
on the PU rather than ministers - if
thoy are articulato and establish a
strong personality, they can
command power from public [
popularity and drive policy - |
Thatchor, Camoron and Blair

- The PM's prerogative powers to
roshuffle cabinst and control
meatings mean that thoy can create
a strong and unified cabinet,
supportive of the PM's decisions =
the Pid is successful ir partiament
Ccuunterlur.qu;na;u_
- Limiting factors can diminish the
PM's powor - if tho country is
economically struggling, this
means that controversial docisions
are made - austerity measures

L

o Conclasion (Throad)
Yet, il the P presents themsolves
in a positive way, it can allow

\suppon on polisy, which /

overcomes extornal pressure /




Examples of students work
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Where can | go with Politicse

o Law

o Politics and Civil Service
o Business

o Advertising/ Publishing
o Social Media Marketing
o Journalism

o Economics

o Market research

o Community work

o Teaching

o Academia




