A Level
Religious Studies

“The Unexamined Life Is A Life Not Worth Living”
Socrates



What is the course about?

@iThe course is split in three sections: The
Study of a Religion; Ethics; and Philosophy.

The specification can be found by clicking on this link
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/

How Is |t Taught!?

@Over the 9 lessons total per fortnight, all
students have the equivalent 3 Philosophy lessons,
3 Ethics Lessons and 3 Religious Studies lessons.

@\e use a range of teaching activities to develop
a wide range of skills in our students including;
debates, presentations, essay writing, ICT based

investigations, the use of sources, and other active
learning ideas.



The Study of Qeligicﬁ

Which Religion will we being studying?

Currently we are studying Christianity, however, we
are happy to consider teaching a different religion, for
example, Buddhism. This is dependent upon what are
students wish to study. We can be flexible.

Why Christianity?

 [tis an fascinating religion which has had a
profound impact on our world today.

It links in well with the Philosophy and Ethics side of
the course.

 The Theology and Christology of Christianity is
intellectually rigorous and challenging.

 [tlinks in well with issues that are of interest to
many young adults today; for example, feminism,
liberation theology and pacifism.




A Level Philosophy

Literally ~ the love of knowledge.

Greek Philosophy ~ focusing on Plato and Aristotle

Teleological Arguments; d nclusively prove God’s existenee?

Arguments for the existence of God ~The CoSmological, Ont#]ical and

Religious Experi
death etc. What

e religious experienc
we learn from them?
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Religious Language~ How can we descrw God tsing everyday language?

IS it possib
derstandings of life after death~ ”
eligious and non reli‘us understan&s of:

A) What is the value and nature of Human life.
B) What happens after death.
’ C) What evidence there is for
D) Eschatology~ the end ofth

fterlife
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A Level Ethics

#@iln our contemporary society ethical boundaries are continually being pushed.

"@iFor example, the development of brain organoids; genetic modification; business practices in
Technology and social media; and euthanasia, are all continuing to cause ethical concerns and
debates.

Questions around issues such as these will be explored in the ethics units via different ethical
theories - both secular and religious.

Some of the Units that will be covered include:
Utilitarianism~ Is living by what makes you happy a good guide to life?
Natural Law ~ are people naturally inclined towards

Situation Ethics~ Can living by what is loving be a good guide?

Applied Ethics: Business Ethics and Euthanasia~ What are the issues and the potential
answers? How should society explore these issues.

Meta-ethics ~ what do we actually mean by the terms ‘good’, ‘evil’, ‘right’ and ‘wrong’?
Conscience ~ What is it and where does it come from?

Relationships and sexual behaviour~ What are sexual ethics? Are there behaviours we
should all avoid or condemn?



Some examples of student work
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ARISTOTLE

Aristotle (born 384 BCE, died
322 BCE ), was an ancient
Greek philosopher and
scientist, one of the greatest
intellectual figures of Western
history

Aristotle’s intellectual interests were wide, covering most of the
sciences and many of the arts, including biology, botany,

chemistry, ethics, history, logic, metaphysics, rhetoric, philosophy

of mind, philosephy of seience, physics, poetics, political theory,
psychology, and zoology.

He is known as a ‘Towering figure' in Greek Philosophy duc to his
contributions that are still embedded in modern western thinking
Most of Aristotle’s i works were not v
Aristotle himself but were from notes and writings

Major works include;

Categories, Organon, Physics, Metaphysics, Nicomachean Ethics,
Politics, Rhetoric and Poetics.

Aristotle came to Athens as a teenager and studied with Plato for
17 years. After Plato’s death in 347 BCE, he traveled widely and
ended up in Macedonia where he served as the private tutor of
Alexander the Great.

In 335 he returned to Athens and founded his own school, called
the Lyceum.

He was forced to leave in 323 because the death of Alexander
allowed free reign to anti-Macedoninan sentiment and Aristotle
was too close to the Alexanders to dare stick around

“Be a free thinker and don’t accept everything a truth. Be critical and

evaluate what you believe in” -Aristotle
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Where Can Religious Studies Lead?

#@iPhilosophy and Ethics students go on to
a wide range of jobs and courses.

These include:

Teaching, Law, Government, Medicine,
Midwifery and Nursing, Counselling, The
Police, Archivist, International
Development/Aid etc.

gUniversities are also very keen on
Religious Studies with many universities
listing it as a desired or facilitating subject.



